	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Essay Plan: Comparing the three Servile Wars.

Introduction:
· Explain the question which has been given; problematise the question itself.
· Explain how there are going to be quite obvious differences between the three wars, but also some similarities.
· How some of the Ancient sources may be controversial, as well as have a large amount of problem due to the obvious differences in detail. E.g. Plutarch and Appian’s accounts of Spartacus.
· There may also be controversies with modern scholars; they have had to look at the Ancient sources to come to an idea but there might be specific details missing/changed for the sake of the Ancient author.
· What will the argument be? Were all the slave wars influenced by each other or were some of the aspects made up for the sake of telling a story.

Section One: The Rebel Leaders.
Eunus: First Rebel Leader.
· Was of Syrian birth. [footnoteRef:23188] [23188:  Diod. Sic. 34.2.] 

· Could be described as a ‘magician’: could breathe fire and tell the future as he was a self-proclaimed prophet. [footnoteRef:21800] [21800:  Diod. Sic. 34.5.6.] 

· Diodrous’ portrayal of Eunus does not show qualities of a Hellenistic King: does not have military skills, seems like a coward for not fighting himself but rather using others.
· Also portrayed as Greedy and living a luxurious life style; also, does not fit with the Hellenistic qualities.
· He was made king for his “extraordinary tricks”, rather than the military skill they needed. [footnoteRef:1189] [1189:  Diod. Sic. 34.14.] 

· After he “fled like a coward” [footnoteRef:18552], he left his soldiers who then committed mass suicide. [footnoteRef:24042] Eunus was then captured and thrown in jail where he was “consumed by lice”. [footnoteRef:18858] This is not considered an honourable death. [18552:  Diod. Sic. 34.22.]  [24042:  Diod. Sic. 34.22.]  [18858:  Diod. Sic. 34.23.] 


Athenion: One of Second Rebel Leaders.

· Diodorus descibes him as a “Man of outstanding courage” [footnoteRef:30789]and of Cilician birth. [30789:  Diod. Sic. 36.5. ] 

· He is known for having a talent and skill in astrology. [footnoteRef:17981]  Suggests he was rather educated, different to Eunus. [17981:  Diod. Sic. 36.5.] 

· Chosen to be a king by his followers, different to the other rebel leaders. [footnoteRef:823] [823:  Diod. Sic. 36.5.] 

· Did not allow all to fight, kept many behind to send supplies. [footnoteRef:28954] Seems like a clever option until they would have to move. [28954:  Diod. Sic. 36.5.] 

· Pretended that the Gods had believed he would become king of Sicily. [footnoteRef:30769] This is similar to Eunus. [30769:  Diod. Sic. 36.5.] 

· During a battle he was injured and “taken for dead” which allowed him to escape. [footnoteRef:1702] It would have been more honourable if he had died in battel. [1702:  Diod. Sic. 36.8.] 

· He did die later to Aquillius’ hand [footnoteRef:19507], this however makes his death more honourable than Eunus’. [19507:  Diod. Sic. 36.10.] 


Spartacus: Third Rebel Leader.

· Of Thracian birth.
· Often described as strong, clever and persuasive; as seen in Appian’s account: “Spartacus... persuaded about seventy of his comrades to strike for their own freedom”. [footnoteRef:8100] [8100:  App. BC. 1.14.] 

· Has the qualities of Hellenistic King: trained to fight (gladiator) which shows that he has some military skill when compared to both Athenion and Eunus.
· Although he was not a ‘king’, his name can be linked to the Thracian dynasty.
· In Plutarch’s account after winning a battle, the salves no longer listen to him towards the end. [footnoteRef:25333] [25333:  Plut. Crass. 11.5.] 

· At the end of the accounts, Spartacus “dies” in battle, but his body was never found. [footnoteRef:18422] More honourable than Eunus and slightly more honourable than Athenion. [18422:  App. BC. 1.14.] 



Section Two: The Rebel Strategies.

Eunus:

· Eunus and his army took over Enna, killing their former masters as well as prisoners of the city. [footnoteRef:3264] [3264:  Diod. Sic. 34.2.] 

· Become’s king of Sicily: planned on not abolishing slavery only flipping it so former masters become slaves, and slaves' masters.
· To avoid capture, all of the army (apart from Eunus and five of his own workers) commit suicide in order to avoid punishment. [footnoteRef:23465] [23465:  Diod. Sic. 34.22.] 



Second Servile War:
· Antiones (another leader) took over Lilybaeum after Athenion’s failed attempt to begin with. [footnoteRef:27000] Is later crowned king. [27000:  Diods. Sic. 36.5.] 

· Wanted to capture and rule over Sicily like Eunus intended to.
· After the loss, they all commit suicide, similar to Eunus’ army but different to Spartacus.


Spartacus:
· Was the only Rebel Leader who did not become king, although his name could be related to Thracian Royalty (although not him himself).
· He and his army never stayed put, constantly moving around. [footnoteRef:29117] [29117:  Plut. Crass. 8-9.] 

· Stayed away from main roads due to them being Roman made.
· Eventually killed in battle, perhaps becoming a martyr.


Section Three: The Rebel Initiatives.

First Servile War:
· Eunus wanted to establish a monarchy.


Second Servile War:
· Slaves may have been driven by hatred towards their masters.


Third Servile War:
· Appian suggests that it was to free the slaves and allow them to go to their home countries. [footnoteRef:29304] [29304:  App. BC. 1.14.] 

· Plutarch suggests that it was to march to Sicily and restart the past revolts. [footnoteRef:6473] [6473:  Plut. Crass. 10.] 



Conclusion:
· It can be argued that what we know of all three Servile Wars may have taken influence from one another (especially after the first) due to certain similarities. E.g. Eunus and the leaders of the second Servile War becoming kings.
· There is also a similarity between Eunus and Spartacus’ wife [footnoteRef:12461] which is only mentioned in Plutarch’s account: both were prophets and announced that there would be greatness in their future. [12461:  Plut. Crass. 8.3.] 

· However, there are some aspects of the accounts which could have been made up for the idea of telling a story. E.g. Diodorus was fond of making/wanting people to be kings.
· Another problem is that the Ancient accounts were written sometime after the actual events, suggesting that a lot of the events may have been altered to fit a certain agenda.
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