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Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. 
  
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. 
  
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience. 
                                                                                         (Donaldson 2015:68) 
  
	Targed / Target 1
	Make more explicit links between your practice and the theory/evidence that underpins this practice.

	Targed / Target 2
	Continue to work on your previous target of writing in longer paragraphs.

	Targed / Target 3
	Make greater use of the wide range of literature you've engaged with to further develop synthesis and criticality in your writing.

	Targed / Target 4
	

	Targed / Target 5
	



In 2020, schools in Wales were introduced to a new curriculum. It has been designed to allow schools to create their own curriculum and to better children’s futures and successes. A reason for the new change occurred when the OECD found out that the Welsh PISA results showed very disappointing performances in 2009. Resulting in Wales having the lowest results within the United Kingdom (OECD, 2014). Following on from this, the Welsh government then asked Professor Graham Donaldson to go around all the schools in Wales to find out what was going wrong within the schools. He then created a document called ‘successful futures’ (Donaldson, 2015), based off what he witnessed within the schools. This was embedded through schools, and through the new curriculum (Curriculum for Wales 2020). In Donaldsons reports, he advised a variety of different aspects that should be put into the new curriculum to enhance the education system. He suggested there should be four purposes within the curriculum to ensure that every child achieves their desires and aim for their highest potential. Furthermore, he encouraged for the new curriculum to have ‘six areas of learning’ to be taught in schools. These include Mathematics, Language, Literacy, and communication (LLC), Health and well-being, Expressive Arts, Humanities and Science and Technology. In addition, he emphasised the importance of progressions steps. These are in place instead of different key stages because Donaldson believed that learning should be continuous rather than in stages (The Welsh Government, 2015).  
  
The foundation stage is designed to ensure that children get the ability to explore, to expand and build on their imagination and to learn in exciting and engaging environments. Within the foundation stage, children get the opportunities to experiences learning through hands on activities and gathering new experiences by learning through their community and the world around them. The foundation stage is set up to ensure that every child is given the chance to learn new skills such as social, intellectual, emotional, and physical skills. Children within the foundation stage learn a lot through play. Play is used for all areas of learning and encourages children to engage in their learning in a fun approach. They also use many different environments such as outdoors, forests, sensory areas and role play areas (The Welsh Government, 2018).  
  
A theorist called Maria Montessori, who was a constructivist, believed that children should have responsibility over their own learning. She thinks that the resources children use such as tables should be at the correct size to fit the children needs. Montessori thought that children will become more independent if resources were filtered to them. Montessori schools take a child centred approach to education (Isaacs, 2018). Child centred approach means that the tasks and activities given within lessons are designed specifically for individuals rather than holistically. This helps to meet all the children’s needs and abilities within the classroom. Teachers would adapt activities to meet the individual’s requirements (Department of Education, 2021). For example, a child with autism will approach a task differently to others and will need more guiding. One source suggest that there is no method that will benefit and help all children, every child is different and needs different adaptations (Central & Local Government, 2020). From this, it could imply that a child centred approach will aid a better outcome for a child’s development within their education. Similarly, Rudolf Steiners view of the purpose of education is to respond to the needs of the children. Steiner school are independent and will not follow a curriculum like other schools. He believed that children learn the most through play and should show what they understand through art and drawing. Within a Steiner school, activities would include singing, playing instruments and making their own books. Children would only be introduced to reading and writing when they were ready and wanted to (Nicol & Taplin, 2018). On the other hand, a behaviourist such as skinner, would argue that the learning process happens through reinforcement and feedback on whether they have done something right or wrong (Greenwood, 2020). Skinner suggests that teachers should use rewards to develop children’s learning (Saul Mcleod, 2023). An example of this in a classroom would be using behaviour charts and stickers. Another approach to learning would be a humanist approach. They believe that, meeting the emotional needs of a learner should come before any learning. A man called John Holt argues that teachers should concentrate on building relationships with the children to allow good learning to take place later (John Holt GWS, 2020).  
  
Pedagogical principle 1
A teaching method used in primary school classrooms is ‘Direct Teaching’. This is where a teacher stands at the front of the class and recalls information to the pupils. It is normally used at the start of lessons, to give new information and instructions on what the task insist. Another way it is used is at the end of lessons to evaluate and recap what the children have done/completed within the lesson (Teach for Life, 2017). Direct teaching was introduced in the 1960s and was discovered by Wesley Baker and Siegfried Engelmann, who believed that if direct teaching is carried out correctly it is very beneficial. It improve the outcomes of children’s learning and behaviour (Structural Learning, No Date). There are many benefits to direct teaching. Some people believe that by using direct teaching, teachers can ensure that children are reaching targets and achieve goals to aid their development. Teachers can also make sure that the lessons are engaging and interesting to all the children within the classroom. Also, that all tasks are suitable for every individual by adapting certain areas of the activities set (Structural Learning, No date). In addition, a teaching method that is commonly used in a classroom is ‘Independent Learning’. This approach is where children start to take some responsibility for their own learning. This helps children to become more independent. It is said that independent learning is highly beneficial, it helps children to become more confident and boost their self-esteem (Educational Apps store, 2021). Furthermore, others believe that independent learning helps children to problem solve and overcome problems independently and not to give up (Patel, 2022). Another way of teaching in primary schools is through ‘Blended Learning’. Blended learning is where learning takes place through face-to-face teaching, using technology and independent learning (MBR University, 2019). Schools have used this approach largely due to covid-19. Over the last three years schools have used a range blended learning approaches. Having read a recent Estyn report, it states that schools have started to use this approach for all areas of learning and are investing more into the teaching approach/method (Estyn, 2021). Furthermore, a theorist called David Kolb believes that learning is done through experiences (EBLS, 2020). This is called ‘Experiential Learning’. By use of experiential learning allows children to expand on their imagination and to be more creative. It also helps children to understand certain concepts of the real world (Educating Adventures, No date). It is said that, by teachers giving pupils the opportunity of ‘experiential learning’ encourages learners to stay more engaged within the topic and perform better (Education World, 2023). Moreover, ‘Pupil led learning’ is used frequently in primary schools. Pupil led learning is where children take control over their own learning. A child led classroom is where children are allowed to decide what they want to learn about, what activities they conduct, and they are the lead of their own education. This method would be seen in a Montessori or Steiner school. From this approach, teachers can assess and watch how the children go about certain activities and how they build on their imagination (Kinteract, 2022). Child led teaching methods ensure that children learn new skills such as social skills, thinking critically, problem solving and taking responsibility.  

Studies imply pupils learn more when they are getting more experience of real-life concepts because it allows richer learning to take place. Especially through activities and hands on experiences (Turnaround for children, No date). To ensure that the children are getting the best learning experiences, I would take the children on school trips at the start of every topic, to allow the children to have experiential learning prior to the topic taking place. It will  ensure every child has the same prior knowledge which they can refer and link back. Children will get the opportunity to be involved in blended learning when going on trips. They will have direct learning from me and from the people on the trip. An example of this would be, taking children to a castle. By going to the castle, pupils will get contextual information which will help them through the topics. By doing this will draw the children’s interests and engagement to the topic. To enrich children’s knowledge, I would find story books that link to the topic to build a story around the new information they are being told (Evans, 2022). Some children may find this a better way to understand different concepts. Stories also help to engage children and keep them keen and excited to find out more. Additionally, Role play corners are thought to be another way to grasp children’s attention and to enrich their knowledge. I would change my role play corner at the start of every topic, to get them excited and stuck into the topic. This will give them the opportunity to explore, ask questions and to build on their prior knowledge. I would use my role play corners throughout the topic to put the new information they learn into real life context (Millwood Education, 2016). Having looked at Vygotsky’s theory, he would say that play is an important aspect to the process of learning. He believes that if children learn to use real life objects, they use the skills later in life and interpret these skills in other contexts (Structural Learning, No date). By having role play areas, will allow children to learn the new skills that they will need for later in the topic.  
  
Pedagogical principle 2  
Building on prior knowledge is very important in the process of children’s learning. A theorist called Piaget believed that children learn through their environment by making relationships between new experiences and their prior knowledge (The Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). By building on previous knowledge helps children to recall what they have learnt and to then apply it to new information and concepts. Similarly, Jerome Bruner also strongly believed that children learn the most when they go back and revisit what they have learnt constantly. He believes that there is a three-step process to how children learn, firstly learning through hands on action by using real life objects or events, secondly learning with images they have created through hands on action and thirdly convert what they learnt into language. From his theory he came up with a spiral curriculum. He said that teachers should revisit topics regularly, when they revisit a topic, they make it more challenging. When they learn new information, teachers should always make links to previous topics to constantly remind the children of what they have learnt (Sprouts, 2021). Having said that, research implies that there is an extensive connection with prior knowledge and the performance of pupils (Mrsstrickey, 2021). This could suggest that the more prior knowledge a child get, the more successful they will be in developing and progressing. According to neuroscience the most learning occurs in the first five years in a human life (The Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). They say that repetition is where most learning occurs from. From repetition you can learn implicit and explicit information (Schmelzer, 2015)  
  
However, a challenge that may occur when building on children’s prior knowledge is, not all children will have the same experiences. Some children who are less fortunate may not have been to places that you would expect them to. Therefore, we need to take this into consideration when planning topics and not just assume all children have the experiences. For example, if our topic was based on forests, I would plan a trip to a local forest or use school facilities if they had a forest school to ensure that all children had the same basic knowledge at the start of the topic. If a trip was not possible, I would show children pictures of forests or create my classroom into a forest for the period of the topic. Not only am I making sure that all children have the same basic knowledge of the topic but I’m trying to grasp the children’s interests and excitement into the topic and give them experiences to remember. By doing this means that children will have a positive attitude and get more involved in their learning. Likewise, Bruner said if children get hands on action first, it allows them to paint a picture and then transform their knowledge into language and words.  
  
Furthermore, resources also play a massive role in children’s progression and is another way that children learn. The use of resources makes lessons engaging for pupils because they can get hands-on action which Bruner thinks children learn best from. It is said that, resources are a key adaption to ensure that every child can take part in all activities. By having certain resources means that children with additional learning needs or other health problems can have an equal opportunity to an education (Twinkl, No date). However, resources only impact children’s learning when they are used correctly and used in the correct concepts. Having a variety of resources means that children can learn new skills, ideas to build on their prior knowledge. Moreover, resources are a useful tool to help encourage children to be more independent. They feel like they are still getting that support which then boost children’s self-esteem.
  
Additionally, resources can also be a significant way to catch children’s interest and engagement. Resources do not just have to be books, paper or pens. They can be games, food, materials, animals, they can be anything. In my classroom, I will try and use as much resources as possible. I would argue that they make a massive impact in children’s learning. By going out on placement, I have witnessed how excited children get when they get to use equipment. If we were learning about animals, I would arrange for a local farm to bring in different animals to enrich the children’s experiences and knowledge on the animals. They will get contextual information and, they get the opportunity to have experiential learning. Based off this they will be able to draw richer conclusion on the topic. Another example could be, if the topic was potions, I would use different bath bombs to show the different reactions. This will catch their attention to the topic, and it will get them wanting to learn more. I would also then make a role play area with bottles of made-up potions where they can explore. Halfway through the topic, I would bring in resources so that they children can make their own potions, to ensure that they are getting the hands-on action and experience they need to develop and progress. By making sure I keep using different resources will constantly keep them interested and excited. They will also be more likely to stay engaged rather than get bored halfway through the topic. On the flipped side, by having many resources maybe hard to keep control and children may use them inappropriately. To prevent this from happening and to manage the resources, I would ensure that I planned only a small number of children were using resource at one time. I would show the children demonstrations of how to use the variety of resources to reduce the risk of them being used incorrectly and getting damaged. I would also ensure that the classroom was managed well (British Council, 2018). 
  
Pedagogical principle 3  
Cross curricular activities are very important within the primary setting. Within Primary school, teaching is not set to just one subject. Most activities are planned to cover many different areas of learning. This aids children’s learning because they are given the opportunity to see the bigger picture of information at a young age. However, like previously mentioned it is believed that most of an individual’s learning takes place in the first five years of their life. From this, I think that children should be given as much information as possible within those years to ensure that they can begin to progress and succeed. Therefore, I disagree with Steiner in some aspect because some children may not look ready to start learning before the age of 5. However, I think it is a crucial time to gain knowledge and for some children they need to be challenged more than others. Also, by using cross curricular activities ensures that all children are enjoying, as not every individual likes the same areas of learning (Curriculum Leadership Institute, 2021). On the other hand, it can be quite challenging. If you start your topics off big and then have nothing exciting going on throughout the topic, you can very easily lose children’s interests (Lynch, 2019) but by having themes and topics well planned and structured will prevent loss of interest and engagement.  

A cross curricular activity would be learning about the story of three bears. By Learning about this story would allow many different areas of learning (AoLE) to be used and learnt at the same time. One AoLE I could bring into this topic would be Language, Literacy and Communication (LLC). I would read them the story; from this they would create their own storyboards based on events that take place. Following on from this, they will then act out the story which also brings in expressive arts. By them re-enacting out the story, will build on their vocabularies and communication. From doing this, health and well-being cab be filtered in through looking at the different emotions the bears come across. Another area of learning I could bring into this topic could be Science and Technology. I could show the children the different materials that was used in the story which they can then have experiential learning by being able to test out the different materials and come to their own conclusions on what material would be the best to build a house.  
  
Furthermore, another cross curricular activity could be growing their own plants. Many AoLE’s can be introduced such as science and Technology through learning how they grow. They can create a storyboard of how this happened, this would then bring in Language, Literacy and Communication (LLC). Then the children would measure how much the plant grew each day to bring mathematics into the activity. The children could then present this data in a table by using computers which will develop their technology skills.  They could also draw a picture of the plant using different materials which would bring in expressive arts.  
  
Conclusion  
To conclude, from researching into the three different principles I have been able to expand on my knowledge of different ways of teaching and others view on what teaching should look like. I have gathered that not all teaching methods work for every individual within the classroom. In which you should use a variety of techniques to filter to the children’s needs and abilities. In addition, I believe that building on children’s prior knowledge is very important and can make a massive impact on children’s learning process. By giving children experiential learning, allows them to build concepts on new information and see things in practise. Moreover, another significant aspect of primary school, is having cross curricular activities. By having this, ensures that children can learn as much as possible. It also ensures that children are not missing out on certain areas of learning if they are all blended. 
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