
ECAD6010: Session 5



Find a 
partner to 

discuss your 
research 

focus:



Write the 
problem 

statement

•Who?

•What?

•How?

•What is the overall goal?



Example of 
problem 
statement:

• The purpose of this research project is to 
[verb: assess, understand, evaluate, 
improve, etc.] the [topic, effect, result] for 
[participants/students] at [site]. 



Hypothesis?

• Interpretative research, which seeks to develop 
knowledge through understanding meaning, 
does not usually proceed with hypotheses.



Deductive vs 
Inductive 
approaches:

In deductive research a hypothesis 
is derived from existing theory and 
the empirical world is then 
explored, and data are collected, in 
order to test the hypothesis.

An inductive approach is where the 
researcher begins with as few 
preconceptions as possible, 
allowing theory to emerge from 
the data.



Acting upon findings:
Is there some change 
you could introduce to 
your pupils that would 
help you to help them 
improve their 
learning? (Henning, 
Stone and Kelly 2009)



Aims and 
Objectives

Aims: the overall driving force 
of the research – what is it 
that you want to find out?

Objectives: the means by 
which you intend to achieve 
the aim. How will you find 
this out?





Exploratory Case 
Study:

• How?

• What?



A good research question generally 
has the following features:

• It is written in the form of a question
• It is clearly written
• It cannot be answered with “yes” or “no”
• It has more than one plausible answer
• It considers relationships among multiple variables
• It is specific and clear about the concepts it 

addresses
• It includes a target population



Research Questions (RQs)
• RQs start from the premise that you are trying to 

improve your teaching in order to improve 
learner outcomes. 

• RQs provide your focus and help develop your 
research practice.

• The best RQs are very specific and focused, often 
in the form of: ‘If I do x, will y happen?’ but they 
often start from some exploratory questions 
about the current state of play in your context.

• RQs often evolve through the research process.

• RQs need to consider how you will know there 
has been an impact.



Research Questions should be:

• Clear – it should be easy to understand

• Specific – convey exactly what you want to 
know

• Original – remember that you’re researching 
something new that has not been done 
before

• Achievable – is it possible for you to answer 
this question?

• Relevant – to the literature you’ve read, 
your own setting, the purpose of your 
enquiry

• Interesting – Why do people need to know 
about this?

(Adapted from Lewin, 1948)



Task: Assessing 
RQs 

Use worksheet 2 to discuss some 
examples of RQs in pairs or small groups 



In pairs or small groups, discuss the strengths and limitations of the following RQs:

1.What is the best way to teach counting in the Foundation Phase?

2.Why do learners with ALN find aspects of school difficult, and what 
could the school do about it?

3.How often does the average parent listen to their child read and what 
is the impact on progress?

4.How many school days are lost through pupils’ unauthorised 
absence?



Write examples here:

Here are some examples:
•What effect does using a digital notebook have on the 
attention span of primary schoolers?
•What factors influence mental health in undergraduates?
•What outcomes are associated with an authoritative parenting 
style?
•In what ways does the presence of a non-native accent affect 
intelligibility?
•How can the use of a grocery delivery service reduce food 
waste in single-person households?

P



Creating your own RQ

Focused and 
researchable 

Feasible and 
specific 

Relevant and 
original 

• Focused on a single 
topic or problem

• Does not ask for a 
subjective value 
judgement  

• Answerable within 
practical constraints

• Uses specific, well 
defined concepts

• Addresses a problem 
relevant to your 
practice/setting

• Contribute to a 
topical or academic 
debate 



Have a go!



Ask yourself:
1. Does the question deal with a topic or issue that interests me enough to spark 

my own thoughts and opinions?

2. Is the question easily and fully researchable?

3. What type of information do I need to answer the research question?
Is the scope of this information reasonable (e.g., can I really research 30 online 
writing programs developed over a span of 10 years?)

4. Given the type and scope of the information that I need, is my question too 
broad, too narrow, or okay?

5. What sources will be able to provide the information I need to answer 
my research question (journals, books, Internet, government documents, 
people)?

6. Can I access these sources?

7. Given my answers to the above questions, do I have a good-quality research 
question that I actually will be able to answer by doing research?
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Use your notes from Worksheet 1 
to help you answer the following:

1. What is the aim of your Research Project?

2. Why is it important for you to explore?

3. What will be the benefits – to you, your pupils, the 
school?

4. Who does your research involve? Pupil participants 
(numbers, year group/s, class/es)? Colleagues as 
participants? Researcher/s?

5. What is your research question (refer to the info sheet)?

6. Begin to think about what methods you might use to 
answer your question. For example, observations, focus 
groups, individual or group interviews.



Any questions?


