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Week 3, Tuesday: Mansfield Park

It’s possible to see a correlation between Mansfield Park and Pamela. Although there are many similarities, it’s clear that there is a similarity regarding public and private spaces. This is clear as there is constant talk of the ‘closet’ being Pamela’s private writing space in Pamela. There is a similar situation in Mansfield Park as the amateur theatricals take place in Sir Thomas Bertram’s closet when he is not there. This suggests that in both novels, the ‘closet’ is supposed to be the ‘safe place’ but unfortunately it is not the case in either novel.

The idea of parental neglect between the Bertram’s is interesting as the Bertram sisters have been taught the academics but unfortunately not the polite values and morality in the same way as Fanny. Maria and Julia grew up with parents that were extremely busy which is why they were never given much negative attention as they were always told that they were the best. This is clearer during chapter 10 of the novel as the Bertram girls do not think about the consequences of jumping the gate compared to Fanny who is timid and does not want to push boundaries.

I also enjoyed the opportunity to understand the relationships in Mansfield Park a little bit more as well as the characters. Fanny’s childhood experience shaped the way that she was living the rest of her life. We know that when she leaves Portsmouth, her main priority is her brother, William. When she is at Mansfield, she clings to her brother’s substitute, Edmund.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a clear class division between the Bertram’s and Fanny. I feel that this would be an interesting aspect to write about in my final essay, taking the value of money and elitism in to consideration. 
