"Critically discuss and reflect how historical perspectives have influenced youth work practice today; you may wish to consider which models of practice influences your current youth work practice"
To understand how historical perspectives have influenced youth work practice today enables youth workers to recognize and appreciate the profession. As Jeff’s and Smith (2010) note ‘Youth work was born, and remains fundamentally a part, of civil society. It is wrapped up with associational life, community groups and voluntary organizations’. 
Smith (2013) believes one of the key moments in the establishment of youth work was the development of youth’s institutes and clubs in the 1850s in Britain. Sunday school’s within churches and Chapel’s started in the last few years of the eighteenth century which is known as the starting point for youth work. Following Sunday schools, ragged schools developed. These schools were aimed at young people who could not access other forms of education due to poverty. Later during the 1970’s youth workers were affected by the ‘bulge’, where they saw a significant decline in the membership of youth organizations by those over the age of 11 years. Following this, Youth services experienced the decline of state-sponsored youth work. The history and evolution of Youth Work shows the author how social factors and the knowledge economy have such a large influence on youth services.  
These in turn form and influence models of practice which influence youth workers practice today. Smiths (1988) ‘Developing Youth Work’ model reflects the historical perspectives where the purpose of his model was to define youth work by developing ‘a system for the naming of the different strands of youth work and thinking which reflect the experience of youth workers’ (Smith, 1988: 63). Smith (1988) developed this model to address deficiencies he and others had identified with Butters and Newell’s model. Butters and Newell’s (1978) model of youth work distinguishes between three approaches to youth work. They argue that these strands were similar because they each used a form of social education. Batsleer (2013) notes that ‘Social education as a form of social control, including insertion into traditional gender roles, has predominantly been seen as shoring up social conformity’. When you link the early history with these models, the history of youth work has been described by both Smith (1988) and Butter and Newell (1978) as a time when work with young people was characterised by both appalling social and employment conditions. 
The Critical Social Education Model by Hurley & Tracey (1993) includes key features which influence my current youth work practice. The key features of the model which I feel influence my day to day practice include, using youth work with the positive intention of transferring power to young people. By promoting participation and giving young people a voice, a youth worker is giving young people the power to achieve positive outcomes.  The model also emphasises the importance of young people being actively involved in identifying, exploring and understanding issues of concern to them. Being a youth worker often involves helping young people reflect on key issues within their lives and adopting the role of a problem solver. 
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