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INTRODUCTION
In this assignment I will be introducing, comparing and evaluating three theorists Dewey, Piaget and Steiner. How and if they link to practice and procedure in an educational setting and if any link to the principals of learning and teaching.

Firstly, John Dewey, most famous for his role in what is called progressive education. ‘Progressive education is essentially a view of education that emphasizes the need to learn by doing’. (Dewey, 1938). Dewey believed that human beings learn through a 'hands-on' approach. This places Dewey in the educational philosophy of pragmatism. Pragmatists believe that reality must be experienced. From Dewey's educational point of view, this means that students must interact with their environment in order to adapt and learn. 
Secondly, Jean Piaget. Piaget observed his children (and their process of making sense of the world around them) and eventually developed a four-stage model of how the mind processes new information encountered. He believed that children progress through 4 stages and that they all do so in the same order. These four stages are sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete, and formal. (Piaget,1932).
Lastly, Rudolf Steiner, Steiner believed in developing the whole person and emphasis on the importance of social skills, he developed a spiritual movement that he called anthroposophy, which is based on the idea that a child’s moral, spiritual and creative sides need as much attention as their intellect. (Steiner, 1924).
MAIN BODY
Although all three theorists have different ways of expressing how children should be educated they all have one thing in common and that’s what’s best for the child and they’re education.
John Dewey believed schools are not just places where we learn facts and numbers, but also a place where we learn how to live and strive. Dewey states that children must interact with their environment to learn and to have a more hands on approach to learning. Dewey (1938) believed that through interaction with natural objects that learning can be better, as opposed to simply thinking about them abstractly. Dewey’s thoughts were that it will keep students engaged and to consider the lesson actively and get the student to come up with an answer themselves when a question is asked. Dewey states “We’re all instructors to realise that the quality of mental process, not the production of correct answers, is the measure of educative growth, something hardly less of a revolution in teaching would be worked’. (Miettinem, 2000). Dewey believed that learning should originate from the interests of the students and that teachers are there to promote their interests by taking a more hands on approach to teaching, by allowing children to freely move in and out of the classroom as they pursue their interests, however if that was allowed in an educational setting the safeguarding of the children -could be put into question. How in a class setting of 30 children would a teacher be able to ensure the safety of all students and also ensure that all are being socially included? Children with SEN (special educational needs) or a SpLD (specific learning difficulty) may find this to socially challenging, or it could potentially lower their self-esteem further by not being able to interact the same as their peers. Although Dewey emphasises on the importance of an interdisciplinary curriculum not all students will find self - learning as easy and will need a more guided approach. Society today isn’t as eager to trust and the class teacher being at the front of a classroom and the children being at a table being taught the national curriculum is what is expected and the main goal is the child meeting the targets set by what society believes acceptable in order to gain the educational standards in tests to become a greater part of the next generation. 
Rudolf Steiner developed a spiritual movement that he called anthroposophy, which is based on the child’s spiritual, moral and creative sides and that they need just as much attention as their intellect. Steiner (1923) goes on to suggest that in order to become true educators, the essential thing is to be able to see the truly aesthetic element in the work, to bring an artistic quality into our tasks, such as creation of play materials.’ Steiner strongly believed in developing the child as a whole and there for focused on developing free and morally responsible individuals with high social competence. Abraham Maslow also believed that by fulfilling a persons inner needs and acknowledging their cultural and backgrounds it will help them grow and learn more freely. (1970). This is broken down into three developmental stages, pre-school to age six (experimental education) age six to age fourteen (formal education) and age fourteen plus (conceptual education).  In 1919 Steiner founded the first Waldorf school for the children of the Waldorf Astoria factory workers and there are currently one thousand Waldorf schools in over sixty countries. The education approach is a lot different from mainstream education as it puts strong emphasis on the importance of social skills and spiritual values. (Bonnay.2017). Steiner also regarded physical education and colour just as important for a child’s imagination skills. The childcare Act states “Children are competent learners from birth and develop and learn in a wide variety of ways. All practitioners should, therefore, look carefully at the children in their care, consider their needs, their interests, and their stages of development and use all of this information to help plan a challenging and enjoyable experience across all areas of learning and development” (2006). pg.11.
Jean Piaget is most famously known for his theory of cognitive development that looked closely at how children develop intellectually throughout their childhood. Piaget believed that the way adults and children think are very different, he believed people actively construct their knowledge based on interactions between their experiences and ideas. (Piaget,1932). Piaget’s theory identifies four stages:
· The sensorimotor stage: this stage lasts from birth to two years of age and children know the world through their motor skills and senses 
· The preoperational stage: ages two to seven, where language is introduced along with symbolic play.
· The concrete operational stage: ages seven to approximately eleven, logical thought emerges but some children will still struggle with abstract and theoretical thinking.
· The formal approach stage: ages twelve to adulthood, children adapt much more and abstract thought and deductive reasoning. (Journal of Cross Disciplinary Perspectives,2008).
Piaget identified that children in the sensory-motor stage, also known as infancy, are likely to learn using their five senses, object permanence, and actions that are goal-directed and that Infants and young children do not think the way adults do. (McLeod, 2018). However, Piaget’s theory has not been accepted by all as some researchers believe Piaget underestimates children’s knowledge, complex skills can be acquired easily once basic skills have been learned (Crocker,2003). Some researchers would say that the stages in his theories have inconsistencies and that Piaget ignored social and cultural groups whilst doing his research. However, theorist Vygotsky’s theory suggests that social interaction plays an important role in a child’s learning, it is through social interaction that students learn from each other as well as adults. Fogarty (1999) states “Vygotsky’s theory suggests that we learn first through person to person interactions and then individually through an internalisation process that leads to deeper understanding.” (pg.77).

CONCLUSION
After researching and learning about these three theorists I find that they all link into some part of how we teach in a school and how the curriculum is taught. Dewey talks about having a more hands on approach and learning through the environment which is what we all do in some way. If a lesson is being taught for instance maths visual aids are needed to help the child see the concept and not just understand it and some learn better this way. Also learning through the environment that the child is in, we as adult’s act as role models and show what behaviour is acceptable and therefore they learn through example. Piaget theory that a child’s mind grows with their body and age is in reality true, however a child learns from what they see, hear and are taught. No child is the same and to assume that because two children are the same age they should academically and socially be on the same level, however these two children could come from different social and cultural backgrounds and have completely different upbringings leading to one child being less able then the other. Steiner’s approach to focusing on the child as a whole and to look at them individually is also a huge part we play as educators. Assessments are made in order to recognise where a child’s strengths are and where they may need more support in order to determine the correct procedure is taken to insure the child is receiving the best education to their ability and to set targets or even an I.E.P (individual education plan). Using creativity and visual aids could help a child understand more easily instead of just assuming because of their age they should be able to. Although all three theorists have they’re advantages and disadvantages the reality is that policies and procedures need to be followed in the school setting and in accordance with the national rights of the child and welsh government guidelines. 
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