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[bookmark: _Toc91778611]What is Formula One?[image: ]
Formula 1 is the highest tier of single seater motorsport which is controlled and regulated by FIA (F1 Web, 2021). However, the ownership of Formula 1 does not belong to F1. Instead, privately owned company Liberty Media owns this and Formula 1 is a subsidiary organization of Liberty Media. Liberty bought Formula 1 back in 2017 for 4.4 Billion US Dollars (Sylt, 2017). Inside the Formula 1 group, there are many different sub sections, but all these together promote and maintain the Formula 1 Championship. Traditionally, Formula 1 is a Europe based sport as most of the team and drivers originated from this region since F1’s inception in 1950s (Williamson, 2015). But the global scale of this sport has been increasing and currently it races in around 20 countries across six continents (Except Antarctica). Thus, the glamorous, high stake and exciting nature of this sport made it worldwide popular in no time. F1 gained new viewers and popularity in many countries in the meantime. The social media engagement has doubled within just a year. However, the complex nature of this sport makes it extremely challenging for new viewers to follow through accurately. Thus the project this assignment focuses on is to attract new people into F1 with huge potential markets and make F1 easier to follow for these target audiences. By using blog posts as a communication tool, the goal of these posts is to raise awareness about rules, regulations and other factors of Formula 1. Even though Formula 1 is not a traditional company such as a goods manufacturer, it is a sports league. In these sorts of sports league revenues hugely depend on ticket prices, tv subscriptions, content subscriptions and merchandise selling (Dietl et al., 2011). Thus is it important to gain and attract new viewers into the sport to increase revenue. For this project, these blog posts are in “Pillar Blog Post” format as these blog posts cover the topics a new Formula 1 viewer needs to know about. 

[bookmark: _3666qbsa90on]
[bookmark: _Toc91778612]F1 Weekend
It may seem extremely difficult to follow the F1 races though as there are so many things going on. One moment car 33 is changing tires while car 44 is going past him but he does not care at all, does this particular scenario baffle you? Hold on, I’ve got you covered. Formula 1 is complex, there is no denying that. However, once you understand and watch on a regular basis, you should get a thorough understanding. To start with the formats of a week. F1 only takes place on friday, saturday and sunday. On Friday, there are two practice sessions, Free Practice (FP) 1 & 2 (Cooper, 2021). In these free practice sessions, the driver and constructor teams make the car and setup ready for the qualifying which take place following a third and final free practice on saturday.  By looking at graphs and information from tyres, engines and other aerodynamic components, the engineers make the cars ready for specific tracks. [image: ]

Fun fact - After each race, the entire car is dismantled to the last screw and shipped to the next destination. 

On Saturday, following FP3, there is qualifying that determines the grid position for drivers. Grid position is the order drivers start their race on. There are also three sessions where in Q1 and Q2 the slowest 5 cars are eliminated, in Q1 the top cars set lap times to determine the top 10 grid positions (Gupta, 2020). The race is a minimum of 300 kilometres as per FIA standard which can be more than that. 
[bookmark: _lz60ytd5m9a]
[bookmark: _Toc91778613]Timing Matters (and meanings are different too!)[image: ]

Have you ever opened up your TV and came across this channel showing a car race with bizzare numbers on the left hand side of the screen? 

Although it may seem impossible to interpret, you started watching the race anyway? Formula 1 race times are displayed in a unique way and to interpret this properly, you have to first know a few things thoroughly to gain information about the ongoing race just by looking at those numbers. First, to differentiate the timing, you need to understand the difference between lap times, time gap and pit stop time. Lap times are the total time a certain driver goes around the race track from start to finish at one time (Sky Sports, 2021). Normally in Free Practice and Qualifying it is shown the most as Qualifying determines the grid position that drivers start their race on. In race it also matters as the faster a driver can go the more lap times the driver gains. Here, from the picture, you can see the number +0.365 beside HAM (Hamilton). This means he is 0.365 second away from the leading driver. On the other hand, the next driver, VER (Verstappen) is +8.450 written by him, which means he is 8.450 seconds far behind HAM, not the leader PER (Perez). The 4th driver, TSU (Tsunoda) has +10.766 written beside him. 

[image: ]

What time do you think Tsunoda is away from the race leader Perez?
a. 10.833 seconds
b. 19.455 seconds
c. None of these


[bookmark: _xc1zaff0faev]
[bookmark: _Toc91778614]F1 is the Ultimate Team Game
This title might rattle you at first glance. You can tell me that it’s literally ONE driver driving ONE car! How many people can they possibly need to call this a team game? Well, have a guess. Mercedes AMG Petronas F1 team, who currently hold the F1 constructors title have 891 employees under payroll (Carbuzz, 2021). This includes the drivers, engineers, mechanics and factory workers. The driver is the one who showcases the team’s collective work to the world and the fans. But the development of the car is a continuous process throughout the season. With each track, the setup, layout and requirement changes and the team has to adjust to that accordingly in order to stay ahead of the competition. To emphasize the team effort in F1, there is a World Constructor Championship that is determined by adding the points of both the drivers. The regulation states there needs to be two drivers of the same team in every race weekend. Therefore, it is very important for the team to focus on both drivers as information and data is an integral part of F1’s entire team mechanism.

Vanwall was the first team to win F1 Constructor Championship
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc91778615]Essential Formula 1 Terms that You Must Know
As mentioned earlier, F1 is a complex sport. Now the complexity arises due to the many terms that blend together and makes it hard for a newbie to understand. Here, we will be discussing some key terms that are required to understand what is going on in the races. 

Turn/Corners - These are pretty self explanatory. But the turns are numbered for the drivers and team to follow through. However, in some historic tracks, the corners are named and mostly known with the turn names. Such as in Monaco, turn 1 is known as Sainte Devote (Walthert, 2014). So, next time when you hear a commentator saying Sainte Devote instead of turn 1, don’t get confused! [image: ][image: ]

Pits - Pit is the garage beside the main straight where the mechanics and engineers sit to determine race strategy, which is also where the cars come to change the tires. It is an essential part of F1 as a driver must pit and change tyres at least one time throughout the race (Martinetti, 2021). Pit Stops are strategic decisions that can determine the fate of a race. 

Slipstream - If you have played racing games you are probably familiar with this. In F1, when a car follows another car right behind to get rid of the dirty air which slows the back car down is called slipstream (Ravelli, 2021). Watching this photo should make you understand better. 

[bookmark: _Toc91778616]Why You Need to Watch Drive to Survive[image: ]
As you have come far from this post, you probably heard or listened a bit or two about Formula 1. The drama, adrenaline and inside politics in Formula one is second to none. To follow this action from the best way possible, netflix’s drive to survive is the perfect ramp to fuel your interest in Formula One. It has been on air since 2019 which covered the 2018 season. Since the first season, this series has been a massive success globally and brought many new fans into Formula One (Smith, 2021). Even though Drive to Survive is based on Formula One, the previously mentioned drama is the key element in this series (which often gets interpersonal) and this makes this a must watch if you want to enjoy a not-so-traditional series. The narrative, psychological stress and pressure a driver has to go through all season and all race will make you surely think, are they even human? As the already dramatic 2021 F1 season ended in Abu Dhabi last week with Red Bull’s Max Verstappen winning the last race of the season on the last lap and snatching the Championship away from Lewis Hamilton, it can definitely be expected that the upcoming season of Drive to Survive is going to be superb!

Question - What is your favourite Drive to Survive episode?[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]









[bookmark: _Toc91778617]How to Watch Formula 1 (On TV)
Based on your location you can select the cable provider for watching Formula One action live. Sky Sports, ESPN and Ziggo are most widely available around all the regions. However, if you want more deeper insights into F1 such as live onboard camera of each driver, direct radio messages and actions like that, you subscribe to F1 TV which you can avail for as low as $3 for the first three months. However, you can get an additional discount on the F1 TV by clicking here and joining in this giveaway and receive exciting signed merch from your favourite driver. Formula 1 was not known as an engagement and viewer friendly sport in the past due to its lack of focus on community engagement. But since the takeover of Liberty Media and social media influence over the world, it was time demand that F1 focuses on community engagement. But this was still hard for newcomers to properly follow F1 due to complexity. This series of blog posts were made to focus on increasing awareness of an integral part of an F1 weekend to make it easier for these target audiences to follow. 




[bookmark: _Toc91778618]References
CarBuzz. (2021). Everything You Need To Know About The Mercedes F1 Team Pit Crew. [online] Available at: https://carbuzz.com/features/we-go-behind-the-scenes-with-the-mercedes-f1-team [Accessed 19 Dec. 2021].

Cooper, S. (2021). A beginner’s guide to Formula One, the planet’s fastest, most glamorous, and most exhilarating motorsport. [online] Insider. Available at: https://www.insider.com/how-does-formula-one-work-rules-races-grands-prix-explained-2021-8 [Accessed 19 Dec. 2021].

Dietl, H.M., Grossmann, M. and Lang, M., 2011. Competitive balance and revenue sharing in sports leagues with utility-maximizing teams. Journal of Sports Economics, 12(3), pp.284-308.

Gupta, E. (2020). How Does an F1 Weekend Work? [online] ProjectF1. Available at: https://medium.com/projectf1/how-does-an-f1-weekend-work-cdd6bd5edb35 [Accessed 19 Dec. 2021].

Martinetti, A., Awadhpersad, P., Singh, S. and van Dongen, L.A., 2021. Gone in 2s: a deep dive into perfection analysing the collaborative maintenance pitstop of Formula 1. Journal of Quality in Maintenance Engineering.

Ravelli, U., 2021. Aerodynamics of a 2017 Formula 1 Car: Design Improvements in Freestream and Wake Flows.

Sky Sports. (2021). F1 Sprint rules explained: British Grand Prix debuts new trial race weekend format at Silverstone. [online] Available at: https://www.skysports.com/f1/news/12433/12355350/f1-sprint-rules-explained-british-grand-prix-debuts-new-trial-race-weekend-format-at-silverstone [Accessed 19 Dec. 2021].
Smith, L. (2021). “Drive to Survive” on Netflix Has Ignited Formula 1. The New York Times. [online] 16 Jul. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/16/sports/autoracing/drive-to-survive-netflix-formula-one.html.

Storm, R.K., Jakobsen, T.G. and Nielsen, C.G., 2020. The impact of Formula 1 on regional economies in Europe. Regional Studies, 54(6), pp.827-837.

Sylt, C. (n.d.). Revealed: How Liberty Media Bought Formula One For $301 Million. [online] Forbes. Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/csylt/2017/08/15/revealed-how-liberty-media-bought-formula-one-for-301-million/ [Accessed 19 Dec. 2021].

Walthert, M. (2014). Monaco Grand Prix: How Each Corner of the Famous Circuit De Monaco Got Its Name. [online] Bleacher Report. Available at: https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2071604-monaco-grand-prix-how-each-corner-of-the-famous-circuit-de-monaco-got-its-name [Accessed 19 Dec. 2021].

Williamson, M. (2015). A brief history of Formula One. [online] ESPN UK. Available at: http://en.espn.co.uk/f1/motorsport/story/3831.html.
image1.png




image2.jpg




image3.png
Interval
+0.365
+8.450

+10.833
+1.182

+10.675
+1.211
+2.168
+2.370
+2.329
+0.627
+2.881
+4.461
+1.188
+2.525

i " : OWOSTRINE i

-
< ~_aramco .

PERE2 11 ) HAMILTON 44 BILANE
( B sanz

Q
4
o
-
-
9
-
L]
w
-4
w
-
9
49

29# | 311 | 155 DBS
q \





image4.png




image5.jpg




image6.jpg




image7.jpg
it
Tewtl.  —,

SLIPSTREA




image8.png
FORMULANI1

DRIVE TO SURVIVE




image9.jpg




image10.jpg




image11.jpg
SCHAFFHAUSEN





image12.png




