      THE ROOT CAUSE OF SHOPLIFTING IN RETAIL IN THE UK 
Identify the root cause 
Shoplifting within retail is a very serious matter and crime , so the  rise of shoplifting in the UK has become an issue that can and has affected the retailers with loss or damage to store and sales with their businesses . There are various factors that implicates that there are many roots cause of this matter but so  the main root cause of the rise of shoplifting in the Uk is due to Economic hardship/ money problems (Teclas.co.uk)  which can make it really hard for families or individuals to provide for their need and some will take up on that and steal , “ Her son was hungry , so she stole the food “ ( Osborne, 2023, bbc.co.uk ) the quote  show how for some individuals when their financially struggling they tend to steal  for their needs specially now due to the cost of living crisis which affected the the whole Uk with the price of groceries , clothing  and medication rising or even loss of a job which leads  to money problems , so for some it might seem okay or fair for those reason which that can be an additional cause that contributes to  the rise of shoplifting in within retail in the United Kingdom. 
The lack of security at  the shops also  plays apart on the rise of shoplifting in the uk, like many shops will have a camera that are not working as well as the alarms not working when people walk off without paying for they’re shopping. As for now a days it’s really hard to get the police to investigate this crime , some retailers would say  that there’s no point so some people might  feel that it’s okay to shoplift  because most of the time there is no consequence for them, and  for the matter it keeps on happening repeatedly. 
For some with mental illness called Kleptomania , with this mental disorder  it can lead someone with this a mental illness in which someone has a strong desire that they cannot control to steal things .  ( Oxford Learn’s  Dictionaries ). My reason for mentation this is due to fact that many people get away with this crime due to “ mental illness “  it’s an agree to disagree situation as it mentions on the British journal of psychiatrists that shoplifting as no link with mental health disorders but can be  associated with depression too. ( Cambridge University press ). These are the main root causes of shoplifting in the Uk which daily the crimes are registered  as nearly 33,00 incidents of shoplifting in the Uk as  current . (Robert’s , 2003, Business Reporter , BBC News ).
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