‘Retro Rewind’ Film Festival: A Hypothetical Film Festival Subject Around the Ideology of Embracing the Magic of the 80’s Through Film and Physical Media Whilst Observing the Shift in Era’s. 
 - Katie Farley (2105262)

Introduction: Opening the Time Capsule
The age of technological disconnection is over and has been replaced with an age that lacks substance, personality and human connection. Whether that be through fleeting microtrends, lacking depth and longevity; or through the hyper-popularised minimalistic lifestyle that homes, people and companies have adopted as they transition into the modern day; this festival aims to be a rebellion. ‘Retro Rewind’ is a film festival that will be using the 80’s era, featuring iconic movies during a revolutionary time in cinema with explosive storytelling and utilising the strong pull of nostalgia people have for that time to not only bring people together and relive highly loved films but to also promote and enforce the message of rejecting monotony in today’s shift to the digital era. ‘Retro Rewind’ will be a festival that celebrates physical media and aims to remind the public of the beauty in the physicality, comparable to its convenient counterpart, digital media. 
Whilst digital media has come an impressively long way, the magic and sentiment of physical media (i.e. DVD, CD, magazines, VHS, photo albums, etc...) have become a lost art, especially in our society of rapidly rising economic worries. This film festival will also aim to emphasise the importance of not relying on streaming to replace the connection and thrill of leaving your home and setting foot into a cinema to experience a movie on the big screen with a group of people. Going to the cinema not only allows yourself to disconnect from the world around you, but also from your phone. Cinema is a place to soothe the soul of life worries and provide a sense of community as you laugh, cry and jump from fear with a group of strangers, “I feel there is no substitute for going out to the movies. There is nothing like it.” (BrainyQuote, 2019). The festival being influenced by the 80’s and popular 80’s movies will fundamentally aim to transport its customers back in time to relive the fun parts of the 80s in an exciting and community driven environment- replicating iconic 80’s moments and encouraging people to partake in the digital disconnect to fully immersive themselves in the time traveling festival. 
The purpose of this festival will also be to undergo an attempt to revive ‘third spaces` during a time of significant decline that has been researched to show an increase in loneliness and anxiety, paralysing communities and human connection. This being further influenced by the recent events of COVID-19 and how the complete shutdown during that time of quarantine has stunted many areas of basic community building scenarios, human socialisation and aided in the shutdown of ‘third spaces.’ ‘Retro Rewind’ utilises the essence of nostalgia for the 80’s to enforce the festivals purpose of bringing people together again through a comforting medium and environment of a laid-back and carefree 80’s fuelled experience. A chance to escape the now. 

The Idea: The Creative Pulse of the 80s 
Initial idea + Inspirations
Initially, I found there to be an immense struggle to bring together an idea for a film festival that not only catered to a significant audience in a fun and playful way but, to also cater to topics that I find interesting that I wish to bring to light with other people. Upon realising that a lot of my favourite movies came from the 80’s era, that sparked the initial interest in the idea to make it an exclusively all 80s festival. This initial idea had me speaking to a variety of people in my life that lived through the craziness of the 80s and noticed just how much fondness they spoke of the time and believed wholeheartedly that it was a peak time for influential movies, trends, technology, fashion, etc... 
My biggest inspiration for the film festival came from a video game I started playing called ‘Crossing Souls.’ This is a pixelated action-adventure game set in 1986 California that heavily features nostalgic pop culture easter eggs based within the time; and offers an interesting and engaging blend of retro charm, supernatural conspiracy storytelling and puzzle solving. The charm of the game and the way it transports you to feel as though you are a part of an iconic 80’s movie experience is like no other. The game also features cutscenes that resemble Saturday morning cartoons that were such a staple not only for the time but, in everybody’s childhoods. A quote from the creators of the game state, “We just love the magic in every 80s movie, where anything can happen, and you don't need CGI to believe it. So, we decided to make our own 80s movie, which is totally playable.” (Young, 2018) This demonstrates that even now, there is a demand for the magic that the 80’s held and a craving from audiences to experience less CGI heavy storytelling. 
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(Pictures screenshotted in game by me)

[bookmark: _Int_Zb8Hcp6p]Another big inspiration that helped shape the initial idea of this film festival concept was simply 80’s music and movies; even media based within the time of the 80s but from the modern era. Personally, I’ve been extremely drawn to music from the 80’s such as: Whitesnake, Fleetwood Mac, Wham! etc... and even more so drawn to movies made in the 80s; but I seem to not be the only one. Why is this? “It brings back memories of simpler times and can be a form of escapism from the stresses of modern life.” (Albores, 2022) This quote perfectly sums up the why of this situation. Whilst a lot of us (Gen Z and Millennials) didn’t live through the 80’s, we still hold a sense of nostalgia for a time we were not born in to; this being due to the fact a lot of the media we would have consumed growing up featured that time period and  made us yearn for a lost time that we cannot go back and experience even when we feel as though we may already have to some extent. Music and movies born from the 80’s era being such a source of comfort and escapism for many people play a huge role in the attachment the public have for that time; and due to the current state of the modern world more and more people are venturing into the depths of escapism to try and shy away from the worries and pain of the modern world and suffocation of everyday technology. “The best 80’s movies specialised in painting an expansive emotional canvas born out of the materials of the everyday.” (Freeman, 2017) However, this quote provides an insight straying away from the escapism and nostalgia aspects to our hold on the 80s. This unravels the understanding that there is a draw to 80s media because of the relatability of its material. Potentially stating that the media of that time catered to such a wide variety of audiences that many people were capable of relating to a character or plot and feeling a sense of comfort in not being alone in your experience or worries. This goes hand in hand with my previous statements about the aims for the festival; how as time goes on more and more people are experiencing anxiety and loneliness- could the abandonment of the 80s formula of showcasing the everyday life in media be aiding the isolation of our generation? And why we desperately need to reignite the fire of connection (whether that be through revival of third spaces or showcasing realistic scenarios and connection in visual media) before it goes out. 
[bookmark: _Int_cpznFJtX]Lastly, my passion for the dying art of physical media and desperation to somehow revive it has been a strong factor into the initial idea of this festival idea and why one of my aims for the festival is to incorporate as much physical media and 80s physical memorabilia as possible into the event to spark the interest into the guests that attend. As a generation we have become increasingly reliant on modern technology and have been using it as a lifeline for a long time now. DVDs are a thing of the past and disappointingly have mostly been removed from many stores around the world; especially now that everything is streamed or bought online as a digital copy. Whilst this is space effective, we no longer own anything that we think we do. “In slow methodical steps, we were trained to no longer need physical media, technology said you don’t need to keep it when it is always present in the cloud.” (Torres, 2023) - My distain for this fueled the fire for this film festival idea as I wish to aim and find a way for physical media (i.e. DVD, CD, VHS, Zines, Magazines, etc..) to have a resurrection, even if only temporarily through the film festival. This push may bring people to the understanding that having everything digital isn’t always the answer as it makes the things we hold dear to us fragile. 




Case Study: Unveiling Insights
Upon researching into other events and film festivals I have come across two case studies that have stood out to me among the rest and follow the same energy that I am aiming to replicate, just on a slightly bigger and more movies driven scale. Beginning with, case study number one:
· JR Events: The Overlook Hotel Experience
This event does an in-person performance around the tables as guests experience an elaborate and high-end meal dressed as though they are from the 20’s with the order to ‘dress to kill’. Whilst this event doesn't feature the 80’s it does hold the same values as what I am trying to achieve- transporting their guests back in time and having fun along the way. I have attended this event as a videographer with the university and witnessed the inner workings from afar as I went around the event and notice their intense attention to detail with no corner left empty. The decorations and set design of the event was incredibly fit for the time and the vibe of the event and elaborately coordinated so waiters/waitress’ and actors could sway between the tables with ease during and in-between the performances. This event was also held in the Guildhall and has a lot of key elements to the event that helped it run smoothly. JR Events does numerous versions of this event aside from the overlook hotel; other events being, ‘Titanic - Queen of the Ocean’ immersive experience dinner and ‘Scrooge- A Grave Tale of Things to Come.’ 
And case study number two:
· Abertoir Film Festival
Abertoir film festival has been on my raider ever since they come to the university at the beginning of the module. Whilst their festival sounded impressive and featured a variety of activities that could apply to such a wide variety of guests- I was mainly captured by the merchandising aspect of their pitch. Since my festival will be advocating and trying to incorporate as much physical media into the mix as possible whether that be through selling items under those categories at the festival or through a free package that will be given to guests alongside their entry into the festival. Abertoir film festival was showing all the fun little things they have curated to give out to their guests that not only serve as cute memorabilia but also free advertising for the festival if guests were to be seen out and about wearing/sporting any of the items. They had the basic things such as: branded tote bags, festival pins, t-shirts, etc... but, they also featured fun and interesting exclusive items like a festival zine with movie facts, festival itinerary and more. This is something that will be taken into consideration for the physical media revival side of the Retro Rewind film festival as a way to engage the guests will zines as a stepping stone in the world of appreciating the time and artistry that goes into curating a magazine and other iconic physical media elements that have lost touch with our homes in the modern day.

The Event: Planning the Moments to Remember 
Since this film festival will play out over the course of 3 days, each day will feature fun and new activities whilst also having consistent activities that will be available throughout the entire event for festival goers to bounce between in-between the festivals set itinerary and screenings. Moreover, allowing for the people to have a space to sit, chat and hangout without the pressure of feeling like they must attend every activity just to have a good time. I aim for this approach to build a community feeling between our guests and aid in the development of new friendships and acquaintances. Some features that will be available to the festival guests throughout the entire 3-day film festival will be: 
· An 80’s Food Court: This will feature a variety of food types that will range from basic food venders to meals seen in iconic 80s movies for guests to indulge on and take photos with. 
· An Analogue Photobooth: The perfect souvenir for guests and their friends to capture the memories they make throughout the event whilst also fitting into the theme of a time that featured analogue technology. Using this photobooth will make for fun social media posts and a great way to feel as though you’ve travelled back in time.
· Arcade: Having a mini arcade station full of retro arcade machines for guests to enjoy and play together in-between screenings, with a lively atmosphere for guests to feel like they’ve been sucked into an 80’s movie or video game.
· Photo-Op Stations: There will always be great opportunities for the perfect Instagram picture throughout the festival whether they be movie memorabilia or simply iconic staples for the time. An example being a small construction of the once beloved ‘Blockbuster’ video store as our ticket reception for people to scan in their tickets for the event, receive their free merchandise and use as a photo-op in their 80’s get-up or cosplays. 
· Guest Speakers: Depending on panels held and the budget for the festival, there will be an urgence to incorporate some familiar and unfamiliar faces to be guest speakers for the event. This’ll hopefully create further buzz for the event and allow for 

Other activities apart from the festival that are not on the schedule:
· Cosplay Competitions: It is encouraged for guests to arrive in 80’s dress code or dressed in the attire of their favourite 80’s movie/series characters. Due to this, to have an incentive for more guests to show up in this dress code there will be cosplay competitions within the festival to show off their hard work and receive gifts/rewards for the best of the best! Furthermore, this’ll be a great opportunity to really sell the feeling of turning back time and leaning into the authenticity of the event theme.
· Trivia Nights: Multiple trivia afternoons/evenings will be held in between and during screenings. Not everybody is going to want to attend every film screening during the festival so having a moment to sit with friends and get their brains moving with some playful competitiveness will be a great alternative! Trivia ranging from 80s movies, series, music and video games will be featured. 
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(Pictures sourced from Pinterest)

The three-day schedule for the event (not everything that will be featured at the event will be a part of this schedule. This schedule will mainly show the screening times and evening events): 
Day One: Welcome to the 80’s
Morning Session:
· 9:30 AM – 10:30 AM: Registrations and Welcome Reception
· 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Opening Ceremony: Introduction to the 80s Film Festival
Afternoon Session:
· 1:00 PM – 3:00PM: Screening, “Back to the Future”
· 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM: Panel Discussion: “The Magic of 80’s Sci-fi,” exploring the enduring appeal of 80’s science fiction films and their influence on contemporary cinema.
Evening Session:
· 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM: Screening “The Breakfast Club”
· 9:30 PM – 11:00 PM: 80’s Prom night experience. Come dressed in your best 80’s prom attire and dance the night away to live bands playing iconic 80’s tunes alongside a photobooth to capture the night forever. 

Day Two: Icons and Adventures
Morning Session:
· 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM: Screening, “Ghostbusters”
· 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM: Screening: “My Neighbour Totoro”
Afternoon Session:
· 1:30 PM – 2:00PM: Food Truck with meals and snacks themed after the movies of the day 
· 2:00 PM – 4:30 PM: Double feature: “E.T the Extra-Terrestrial" and “My Neighbour Totoro”
· 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM: Panel Discussion: “Teen Dreams and Coming-of-Age Stories,” examining the portrayal of adolescence in 80’s cinema and its lasting impact on pop culture.
Evening Session:
· 7:30 PM – 10:00 PM: Outdoor Screening: “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” (Weather permitting, viewers can enjoy this classic comedy under the stars with blankets and popcorn provided) 

Day Three: Visions of the Future
Morning Session:
· 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Screening: “The Never-ending Story”
· 12:30 PM – 2:00 PM: Screening: “Dirty Dancing” 
Afternoon Session:
· 2:30 PM – 4:30 PM: Screening: “Terminator”
· 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM: Closing Ceremony: Reflections of the 80s Film Festival, with special guest speakers and awards for best costume, best dance moves and trivia contest winners
Evening Session:
· 7:50 PM – 9:30 PM: Farewell Screening: Audience Choice (Selected from a shortlist of fan-favourite 80s films)
· 10:00 PM onwards: After-Party: Keep the nostalgia flowing with an 80-s themed after-party, featuring live music, karaoke and retro arcade games.

Venue + Budgeting: Finding the Perfect Location and Allocating Funds to Nurture an Authentic and Nostalgic 80’s Experience
Due to the film festival spanning over three days instead of being a one-day event, I was thinking of featuring two main venues and a separate outdoor space. Day one potentially starts off in the Dylan Thomas Centre and then for day two and three we will move into the much bigger venue, The Guildhall. Allocating funds for venue rental, equipment setup, and thematic decorations will be essential for a seamless immersion into the era's culture, however, will remain extremely difficult to stay within a set budget as the event itself is so grand and spans over a few days. 

Location One: Dylan Thomas Centre
· The interest in using the Dylan Thomas Centre for the beginning of the event is because the building has an old feel, bright beautiful windows and importantly, a theatre to screen the movies of that day. The night activity for the first day of the event will be the 80’s prom night with a live band playing and I thought that the Vivian Hall, with a bar right outside the room, was a perfect fit for that day of events. The Vivian Hall already holds events similar and otherwise within that space such as the one time only, Malaysian Film Festival. Some features of the space that fit the desired usage are things such as: the high ceilings and balcony space overlooking the rest of the hall; the grand chandeliers; the kitchen attached to the hall that can be utilised if the event needs it; etc.. The Vivian Hall itself is stated to hold up to 220 people and the theatre space for the screening can hold up to 110, according to their webpage.

Location Two: The Guildhall
· The number of people that can fit in to attend drastically jumps up once moved to the Guildhall for the second and third day of the festival as a capacity of 1070 people can fit into the space (theatre style). This space has a lot more rooms and halls compared to the Dylan Thomas Centre which will allow for a variety of activities and screenings to be happening simultaneously, giving the feel of a more sophisticated festival and allow for guests to bounce between different activities as they wish at any time- finding the right activity that caters to them in that moment. The place has a good number of toilets, a bar and a kitchen for all necessities of catering to a wide guest list and making staff and guest vendors' lives a lot easier for a smoother festival day. The Guildhall itself is also located just on the outskirts of the main town, making it extremely easy to get to whilst also experiencing the luxury of being so close to the beach front if guests need a moment away from the hustle and bustle of the event.

Location Three: Victoria Park OR Singleton Park
For the third location (due to the outdoor screening on the second day of the event), there are two options of either setting it up in Victoria Park next to the Guildhall or having it in Singleton Park a little further down the road. It may be worth leaning towards placing it in Singleton Park as hopefully, if the weather permits, the time of year will have the nature looking lush and idyllic whilst also having the added benefit of a much bigger area to have more people join in on the fun of an outdoor screening. I plan for the event to be held between the dates of the 23rd-25th of August, which should allow for the weather to hold up for this occasion. Still experiencing hot weather without it being too overwhelming. This date additionally seems appropriate as it will be right before all the kids go back to school so the festival can be the last big fun event before school starts up and the weather begins to cool off again for the remainder of the year.

Budgeting elements to keep in mind for the festival are:
· Paying for a license to show the movies we have scheduled to show.
· Catering- paying for or collaborating with vendors locally and requesting specific vendors for the more themed food and beverage items
· Hiring out 2 or more analogue photobooths 
· Paying for special guests on panels, Q&A’s, speakers, etc..

Ticketing and Merchandising:
[bookmark: _Int_DDoyjNkL]The ticketing system will attempt to make the festival financially accessible with the effort of using a tiered ticketing system that will have different price factors, each price factor featuring more or less exclusive features and merchandising. Firstly, the tiered ticketing system will feature ‘single day tickets’ and ‘single evening tickets’ perfect for those that wish to experience the festival in a small dose, for a cheaper price and have something to look forward to in between their busy lives. A perfect alternative so guests don’t feel pressured to spend more to experience the elements of the festival they are after. Since a lot of people and locals are on the hunt for fun and engaging evening activities other than engaging in the clubbing scene, the ‘single evening tickets’ aim to be a huge hit. 
[bookmark: _Int_TaJnKRbd]The second tier of ticketing will be ‘the weekend ticket.’ This ticket will feature a come and go as you please scheme as guests will have access to the entire festival on the weekend days. This tier will be more expensive than the single day tickets and act as a middle ground price range in between the day tickets and the third tier. Whilst all the ticket tiers will feature some kind of free merchandising, the weekend ticketing scheme will receive more. 
The final tier, the ‘full ride ticket’ will allow guests access to every single day of the 3-day event, including special perks and a VIP goodie bag of exclusive merch and more... Potentially, a great way to sell this ticket to the public would be to organise an activity on each day that only the ‘full ride’ ticket holders can attend. 
To ensure the safety of guests and to make sure staff know who has paid to be at the festival and what tier of ticket they are under, each ticket tier member will receive a coloured and 80s themed wristband for them to wear throughout the event- this is great for those that may want to come and go as they please throughout the event without the issue of trying to get back into the building. 

The Future of the Event: Turning Vision into Reality
Turning this hypothetical film festival into a reality would require a lot of help in the funding department of things. Since this festival is so big and extraordinary there would need to be a fund raiser put in place to raise money. Due to the essence of this being a hypothetical film festival, it is hard to say a rough estimate of how much the fund raiser would need to accomplish for this festival to be greenlit however, even if there was a way to accurately calculate a budget goal- to my understanding there will be many hidden costs closer to the time of the festival and there will need to be a fund in place as a safety net encase anything were to go wrong. Another thing to keep in mind about the future of the festival and how it can be brought to life is, is Swansea the place for it? As previously researched and discussed, there is a clear market in the public for 80’s nostalgia; however, how much of that demographic resides in Swansea, Wales? It may be the case of, this festival needing to pick itself up and taking itself somewhere that may relate to a wider local audience. On the other hand, keeping the festival in Swansea could make the argument of putting Swansea on the map as somewhere people are eager to visit for the festival, creating a tourist buzz for the place which could be beneficial not just for the future of the festival and where it could lead after Swansea but also for the location itself.







Branding: 80’s Extravaganza Flair[image: ][image: ]
Colour Logo and White Logo

Conclusion: Closing Curtains
To conclude, this festival would require an enormous amount of work and team of inspired minds behind the scenes to make it happen if this were to be something I revisit in the future. I believe this festival as a lot of potential in our current climate of isolation and social divide and nostalgia has always been a beautiful way to bridge the gap between individuals. Not only that but, I’d hope the popularity of a film festival like this would boost the interest in technological disconnection and steer people to enjoy the simpler creative creations that are slowly disappearing or have already disappeared without their knowledge. As grand and impossible this film festival seems to feel due to the extraordinary heights that it would need to meet to become a possibility, I imagine the nostalgia and connection it’ll bring to locals and tourists within the area will have a soulful impact.
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