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                                               THE IMPACT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING

Introduction

Virtual on-line learning is frequently used synonymously with on-line education, distributed learning, networked learning, distance education( Weller,2007).According a few researchers virtual learning environment is an educational system accompanied by methodology and pedagogy for effectively teaching (Naidu,2002;Strang,2017).
     According to Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC 2000) VLE term refers to the components in which learners and tutors participate in ’’on-line’’ interactions of various kinds, including on-line learning’. Marius.B (2019) suggest that in institution of higher education, the on-line teaching is develop  an unprecedented rate.
Researchers find that the importance of learning process has been recognised in early  1980s when computer conferencing start to be set up. In 1990 Open University use The First class conferencing system to support distance-learning students. During 1996 The First Class system has been adopted by University Of Wales and Aberystwyth university to support distance-learning and programmes in librarians. Most of the universities  from UK are using VLE platform with two market leaders :WebCT(Web course tool) and Blackboard. Online virtual learning is increasing in demand due to the changing needs of students who are working( Strang,2017), facing high debt and struggling to balance family with professional life(Strange, Shimer,2017).
THE RATIONALE OF THIS REPORT

Since technology advanced, today's learning system and methods  as well is changing. The on-line method is the  most popular by using Virtual Learning Environment, VLE is a system  which allow students and lecturers to correspond in virtual classes. The concept of virtual learning environment is considered as a dynamic concept due to the constant evolution from digital technologies.
According to Ferriman(2019) VLE is a flexible and and effective way to deliver content that suit the needs of students, VLE plays an essential role by providing users with learning flexibility to co-create information. This platform allow students to study at their own place. (Gunawan,Kaleusun & Fajar,2018).Today’s VLE is being used  global in all university and schools , because of Covid-19, in this situation the online learning helps the students to continue their studies. The impact of this pandemic situation is being  rationalised to make a research about the impact of Virtual Learning Environment, that will be presented in this report.

OBJECTIVES
The  objectives of this report is.
1. To understand the impact of Virtual Learning Environment from students  perspective of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus.
1. To understand how VLE impact the students learning.


METHODOLOGY
After completing the documentary research you will be able to identify what other additional information is needed from the primary sources. Your policies or programs may involve a wide range of different actors from whom you may need information. In principle they are: Service users or program beneficiaries: these are the target people in the program; Those who deliver the program: for example the staff from the agency or center that provides services for the beneficiaries of the program, training providers
Methodology represent the procedure of reasearch to make interferences about the truth of stories.Scientists defined methodology as a set of techniques for creation, oranization and analisys of a data. There are two types of research methods , one is primary data and another one is secondary data. In my report i will use both types , primary and secondary data.


WHAT IS DATA?
Data collection is a very important activity in the evaluation exercise, because the quality of this data will have a direct impact on the quality of your evaluation - your analysis, findings and recommendations will be issued based on previously collected data. Data collection is usually the most time consuming and resource consuming process. The purpose of this evaluation process is to obtain the information you need to be able to answer the evaluation questions. The evaluation may be based on existing information or, if this information is not sufficient, the need to collect new data may arise. There are several ways to classify data. First, a distinction is often made between quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data refers to figures - how many - and qualitative data to reasons, opinions and motivation.
Data can also be classified according to their sources, primary and secondary. Primary data are usually collected by the evaluator from various actors in the policy or program. Secondary data is information previously collected by others and often for different purposes.
 


PRIMARY DATA& SECONDARY DATA
The primary data are collected in order to identify certain specific factors required by the researcher. For this purpose, he can use the questionnaires specifying the specific factors he has to collect. These data should not have been previously collected by another investigator to be primary data. Therefore, before collecting primary data, it is essential to investigate whether there is another source available with the information of interest to the researcher.
 Khan 2011, stated that most used tool to collect primary data is online questionairs
SECONDARY DATA 
 If the data was collected by an already available source of information such as newspapers, television commercials or any other institute that collected data for their purposes, it will be secondary to the researcher. Moreover, the sources that give the secondary data could have collected the data for the specific purposes of the owner. These data may not have been adapted to the researcher's purpose. In fact, secondary data were not collected in order to meet the interest of the researcher, but of the other data owners. Therefore, it is clear that this secondary data for the researcher may be the primary data for the owner of the information source. It is very interesting to know that primary data can be converted to secondary data by performing the statistical operation on primary data.
There is a difference between primary and secondary data, which are used for different research purposes. They differ mainly depending on the purpose of data collection. If the data collected is original and first collected by a researcher, then this is the primary data. On the other hand, if the data is collected using already available sources, then this is secondary data. This is the main difference between primary and secondary data.

Secondary data
 ADVANTAGES
The data is accesible anytime,not expensive as can be accesed online, library can be found everywhere and book can be borrowed for free.
Time savingOn collecting secondary data, the time spent is very little compared when you collect primary data.

DISADVANTAGE
Data collected from secondary source may not be authentic, may be irelevant or exagerated data.

THE KEY DIFFERENCES
 The fundamental differences between secondary and primary data are discussed in the following points: The term main data refers to information from the researcher for the first time. Secondary data are current data collected by earlier investigative organizations and agencies. The main data is given in real time, while the secondary information is correlated with the past. Primary data is collected to solve the problem at hand, while secondary information is collected for purposes other than the problem in question. Primary data collection is a very involved procedure. On the other hand, the procedure for collecting secondary data is fast and effortless. The main data collection resources include surveys, observations, experiments, questionnaire, personal interview, etc. On the contrary, the secondary resources of data collection are government publications, websites, books, journal articles, internal documents, etc. Primary data collection requires a massive amount of resources such as time, cost and labor. Instead, secondary information is relatively inexpensive and readily available. Primary data are always unique to the needs of the researcher and he controls the quality of the study. Instead, secondary information is specific to the researcher's needs and has no control over the quality of the information. The primary data is available from the raw type, while the secondary information is the refined type of primary data. In addition, it can be stated that secondary information is accessed when statistical methods are applied to primary data. Data collected from primary sources are more reliable and accurate compared to secondary sources.
 REPORT DATA ANALYSIS INTERPRETATION
Primary data.
From the first question answers can see that Univeristy of Wales Trinity Saint Davis did not inform all students.
Second question showed us that VLE usage reson is because Covid Outbreak.
The third question show that not all student participate at online classes.
The fourth question most of the students did not have problem in using VLE.
Fifth question answer detail that some of the  london campus 
students find difficult to use VLE.
Sixth question answers is about efficcienty of virtual learning, most of them think that is efficient.
Seventh question answers, showed that more than half of the students prefer online classes.
Eight question  answers was positive, the students perspective is positive .



Questions and Graphs.


I took a survey from 10 Univerity of wales trinity saint davis london campus, next page we can find the survey questions and graphs.











Q1. Did univeristy of wales trinity saint davis london Campus give you details about VLE?




Q2. Why do you use VLE?
· Coronavirus outbreak
· Distance



Q3. How often do you use VLE?
· Weekly
· Monthly
· Not much 


Q4. Do you have any difficulties using VLE?
· Yes
· No
· Other ( please explain)

Q5. Can you rate yourself when using VLE Moodle?

· Easy
· Very Easy
· Difficult
· Very Difficult
· Neither 




Q6. Did students thinks that Virtual lesson are effectively?

· Yes
· No

 Q7. Students from University of Wales Trinity Saint David- London campus, prefer virtual classes or traditional classroom?
· University
· VLE

Q8. What is the perspective of students at University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis of London campus using Vle?
· Positive
· Negative



Secondary data research.
Secondary data analysis  showed that authors , researchers explain and propose that Virtual Learning is important . Martin Weller 2007 stated in his book ’Virtual learning environments’ how vle can be successfully and effective can be in teaching and learning in universities and schools, and Marius Boboc and Selma Koc 2019 wrote in their book ‘’Student Centered’ Virtual learning Environment in Higher Education how online and virtual education is a must in this days and that teacher have to analyze development  continue  and support their students. Another author that agreed the importance and hoe effective can be Virtual Learning Environment is Ferriman.
Khan J. in 2011 wrote in his book ’Research Methodology’ about the importance of online research methods  and virtual learning environment.the reason of this report it was to find the impact of VLE to University of wales trinity saint Davis London campus students.

Conclusion
 In this research paper we are used both types of data, primary and secondary to find the importance and impact of VLE for students of London campus, the conclusion is that VLE is effective and important, and encourage the independent learning. 
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Why do you use VLE?

Series 1	Coronavirus	Distance	12	0	



How often you use VLE?

Series 1	Weekly	Monthly	Not much 	8	0	4	



Do yu have any dificulties using VLE?

Series 1	Yes	No	Other	7	3	2	



Can you rate yourself when using VLE?

Series 1	
Easy	Very Easy	Dificult	Very dificult	Neither 	7	2	3	0	



Did students think that virtual lesson are effectively?

Series 1	Yes	No	7	2.5	



Do you prefer virtual classes or classes at university?

Series 1	University	VLE	4	8	



What is the perspective of students at University Of Wales Trinity saint David-London campus using Vle?

Series 1	Positive	Negative	Other	8	2	3	



Are you?

Series 1	YES	NO	7	5	
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