Choose either one building or one object and explain its significance and importance within Islamic art and archaeology?
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Fig. 1 Muhammad’s House and Mosque (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/cd/Madeena_masjid_nabavi_12122008230.jpg/1200px-Madeena_masjid_nabavi_12122008230.jpg)

Muhammad as a figure in Islam is the most influential man (aside from their god Allah) to have been involved in the formation of Islam as a religion. This is because he was God’s Final Prophet. It is through Muhammad that followers received the Koran, laws to live by and places to live (for those who followed him from Mecca to Medina. When Muhammad finally arrived in Medina he became “de facto ruler of the town.”[footnoteRef:1] Which prior to 622 CE was known as Yathrib before Muhammad changed its name.) So, his house and mosque complex in Medina will have a significant impact on the importance to its archaeology and art. In this essay we will be discussing the importance of Muhammad’s house and Mosque in Medina ((al-Masjid al-Nabawi, where Muhammad was to be later buried). And the implications and importance it had on Islamic society. When referring to Medina prior to Muhammad’s arrival it will be called Yathrib and after his locating there it will be called Medina.  [1:  Esposito, J. (2000). The Oxford history of Islam. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.] 

Muhammad’s home in Medina is important to Islamic archaeology because it is the place where Muhammad fled to after the persecution he and his followers received in Mecca. As a sanctuary for Muslims, Medina enabled them to openly have faith in Allah. Muhammad was born an orphan in Mecca in 570 CE and was said to meditate in a cave near Mecca when he was visited in a vision by the angel Gabriel (Jibreel, in 610 CE). Muhammad spoke words that he knew was from Allah. “he seemed to be grasped by the throat by a luminous being, who commanded him to repeat the words of God.”[footnoteRef:2] From there he started to preach about one God, something that was not taken well by paganists in Mecca who did not believe in monotheism. “But when Muhammad began attacking the Meccan divinities and, through them, the old religious establishment, which was as profitable as it was deeply rooted, the situation became increasingly tense.”[footnoteRef:3] For Muhammad he was fortunate because his wife (Khadīja) and uncle (Abū Talib) had substantial power and were able to protect Muhammad. But this did not happen for his fellow Muslim. “They were beaten, imprisoned, deprived of food and water, exposed to the midday heat, and otherwise tortured.”[footnoteRef:4] But “His situation in Mecca became critical with the death, in close succession, of his wife Khadijah and his uncle Abu Talib, in about 619; almost simultaneously, he had lost his main source of emotional support and his main protector, because Abu Talib, although he never embraced the Prophet’s message, had nonetheless used the solidarity of the Hashim clan to defend Muhammad.”[footnoteRef:5] As a result, of the persecution Muhammad and his followers hijra (migrated to) Yathrib from between 619 CE and 622 CE, Muhammad only moved in 622 CE. Although there were Jews and Pagans in Yathrib prior to Muhammad’s arrival, “Over the next two years more people of Yathrib agreed to observe the Prophet’s message, until finally a large delegation of people from Yathrib agreed to follow his teachings.”[footnoteRef:6] This was between 619 CE and 620 CE. So, Muhammad’s house and mosque complex in Medina is important to Islamic archaeology because it was the first time that the followers of Allah were able to openly be religious without the fear of persecution of those in Mecca. Due to this it meant that Muslims had free reign to pray anywhere they wanted. This would of course affect the archaeology of their new city. Just like when Muhammad changed the qibla to Mecca after conflict with the Jews. This would change were the mihrab was placed in the mosque. [2:  Historyworld.net. (2018). HISTORY OF MUHAMMAD. [online] Available at: http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=aa55 [Accessed 3 Jan. 2018].]  [3:  Denny, F. (1994). An introduction to Islam. New York: Macmillan.]  [4:  Denny, F. (1994). An introduction to Islam. New York: Macmillan.]  [5:  Esposito, J. (2000). The Oxford history of Islam. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.]  [6:  Esposito, J. (2000). The Oxford history of Islam. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.] 

The house and mosque complex in Medina is important because a significant change was made within it which affects the archaeology of mosques being built, even to this day. This was the direction in which the qibla was facing. Life in Medina for Muhammad and his followers wasn’t perfect, although it was significantly better than it had been in Mecca. At first the relations between Muslims and Jews was cordial and warm. So much that when Muhammad first arrived in Medina he decreed “The Messenger of God wrote a document between the Emigrants and the Anṣār, and in it he made a treaty and covenant with Jews, establishing them in their religion and possessions, and assigning to them rights and duties.”[footnoteRef:7] But as previously mentioned Muhammad had some issues with the unconverted Jews in Medina which altered the archaeology of the complex in Medina. The conflict started with the expulsion of two Jewish tribes and rose to the slaughter of only the men in the Banu Qurayza tribe, breaking his decree. “That act of violence perhaps broke the back of organised Jewish political opposition to Muhammad,”[footnoteRef:8]. This conflict was what made Muhammad change the qibla from facing Jerusalem to facing Mecca instead. Muhammad’s house and mosque is important for Islamic archaeology because it was the proto-type for all mosques to follow it. This is important because all changes that were made in this mosque perfected all other mosques that followed it, like the qibla change.  [7:  Humphreys, R. (2003). Islamic history. Oxford [etc.]: Oxford University Press.]  [8:  Berkey, J. (2011). The formation of Islam. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.] 

The complex in Medina is significant for the archaeology of Islam because it was the first mosque built, and we know that the archaeology of mosques developed from mud brick buildings to stone buildings. Despite the changes of the material the concept of a mosque stayed the same, it was a place of worship and of meeting. The complex was able to house those less fortunate, acted as a place of worship, was a school for teaching the ways of Allah, alongside being a place for the community to gather, as well as being as a court. In Mohamed Makki Sibai’s book (Mosque Libraries: An Historical Study) he recounts three unnamed eye witness accounts that describe how basic Muhammad’s Medina complex was. 
“ ’The Mosque was the courtyard of the Prophet’s houses and at the same time the meeting-place for the believers and the place for the common prayer.’ We also read that, ‘On the east side of the courtyard small rooms, hujra, were built for the Prophet’s wives, each opening onto the courtyard.’ A third writer stated, ‘The opening into the court was closed only with a hanging of heavy black goat-hair material. And the height was so humble that the ceiling was within the reach of the hand.’
In all, the Prophet’s mosque was a very simple structure.” [footnoteRef:9] [9:  Sibai, M. (1987). Mosque libraries, an historical study. London: Mansell.] 
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Fig. 2 Muhammad’s House and Mosque (https://qph.ec.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-4d1d4141423a49e33d87babba364cf39)
The Medina complex is known as the first mosque this is because Muhammad stopped at Mirbad al-Tamr, prayed and ended up buying the land and deciding to build his mosque there. However, there are also claims that Muhammad built his first mosque in Qaba, after he prayed there for several days before he actually entered into Medina. 
“ ‘… the mosque at Quba was founded by Muslim immigrants who fled from Makkah to Medina prior to the Prophet’s hijra. Nevertheless, regardless of which mosque was built first, most authorities consider the Prophet’s Mosque at Mirbad al-Tamr to be the precursor to of later mosques in basic design and arrangement.’ ”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Sibai, M. (1987). Mosque libraries, an historical study. London: Mansell.] 

So, the Medina complex was important because it was the first mosque built and that from this one mosque all the others would then be based off of. Something that will have affected every Islamic ruler, even after Muhammad died. 
	Finally, Muhammad’s Medina complex is important because it was from here that Muhammad decided to go to war and to take back Mecca. There were quite a few battles that took place before Mecca was retrieved though. These being The Battle of Badr (624), The Battle of Uhud (625), The Battle of Khandaq (627), and The Battle of the Trench (627). Although the Battle of the Trench was a stalemate it was the reason why the men of the Qurayza clan were killed, as they were collaborating with the Meccans and planning on attacking the Medina’s at the back. They were executed for their treachery. Although “… Mecca, with its established commercial and tribal ties, initially appeared to have the advantage. Muhammad … disrupt[ed] the commercial lifeblood of Mecca.”[footnoteRef:11] It was in 627 CE that “Mecca’s prestige visibly waned after the Battle of the Trench”[footnoteRef:12] and Muhammad was able to obtain Mecca. By winning the battles overall it meant that Muhammad and Medina had expanded “… to include all of western Arabia, and he had made fruitful contact with some groups in the northern Hijaz, Nejd, eastern Arabia, Oman, and Yemen.”[footnoteRef:13] As a result of expanding Medina it means that Islamic archaeology would now be influenced by the places that they had reach to. So the Medina complex is important because it was the base of Muhammad’s operations.  [11:  Esposito, J. (2000). The Oxford history of Islam. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.]  [12:  Denny, F. (1994). An introduction to Islam. New York: Macmillan.]  [13:  Esposito, J. (2000). The Oxford history of Islam. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.] 

Overall the house and mosque of Muhammad, the Final Prophet of God, is very important to Islamic art and archaeology. It is important because it became the first home out of Mecca that Muhammad and would (still to this day) be his final resting place. By being able to perform his hijra from Mecca to Medina it enabled Muslims for the first time to be able to fully express their religious beliefs and attitudes, without much influence from others, which meant that they could be as creative as they wanted to be with their first mosque. Its also important because changes made within it has impacted all mosques subsequently built, as it meant that the qibla was changed which affected the way in which Muslims prayed. Because instead of praying with the Jews toward Jerusalem, the conflict meant that they instead prayed toward Mecca. As just mentioned it was the first mosque built and it became the proto-type for all other mosques built. This is important because the mosque in which that Muhammad prayed and conveyed important messages to his people, needed to be developed to just the way that Allah wanted it. And only Muhammad could offer this information, which is why only this mosque has been the proto-type for all others, as Muhammad had a hand in building it. Finally, expanding from Medina will have changed the style of art and archaeology of Islam, because every time they invaded or persuaded another place to convert they could inherit their style of writing and art. This will ultimately distort the Medina view on art and archaeology. 
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