New Historicism and Tintern Abbey

The Abbey is precisely what gets looked over and overlooked, as does the significance of 13, 14 July 1798, 1793, 1790, and the actual appearance of the banks of the Wye. The inward vision for which the poem is properly renowned is produced by the controlled constriction of object-related social vision. "Tintern Abbey"'s transcendence does not confirm the narrator's discovery of "the thing he loved," it betrays his flight "from something that he dreads." Wordsworth's negotiations with an impossible reality sketch a response one is likely to share, understand, and forgive, if such things need forgiving. I have hoped to bring "Tintern Abbey" back to earth that we may do more than worship it. 
(Majorie Levinson, Wordsworth's Great Period Poems: Four Essays (Cambridge University Press, 1986), pp. 55)
Levinson here not only beckons us towards her own interpretation of language, but as it were applies a Herculean headlock to force us toward that interpretation. However bizarre her notion that 'a few miles above Tintern Abbey' means either a few miles up in the air above the abbey, or an elevated hypotenuse that allows one to see the abbey miles away while beholding the steep and lofty cliffs, the hedgerows, and the rest, however bizarre this may seem, that is what she claims. She obliquely concedes the fantasticality of the claim by positing that it 'takes a split second for "miles" to sink in'. One supposes that readers will have to testify for themselves whether the split second occurs in their own readings of the title; I can only supply witness that it has never occurred in mine. 

(Thomas McFarland, William Wordsworth: Intensity and Achievement (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992), pp. 5-6)
Wordsworth -- writing during a time of strict government censorship -- constructs what appears to be a private meditation, but which is in fact a very public poem replete with political implications. 
(William Richey "The Politicized Landscape of 'Tintern Abbey'." Studies in Philology 95:2 (1998 Spring): 197-219) p. 198)

