






























Web 1.0 is a term used to describe the early stages of the internet. When the internet was first created, websites were not interactive. For example, you would not be able to use social links like Facebook, Twitter or any type of contact; this was due to the lack of technology and development.       As the internet grew, more popular websites became more interactive: this is called Web 2.0. Web 2.0 allows users to interact in many different ways, for example, it allows you to connect with other people through social media (Techopedia, n.d).
Web 2.0 is the most popular to use as it keeps people connected and enables you to learn new things. Web 2.0 transfers a lot to Learning 2.0.  For example, Tim O’Reilly identifies Web 2.0 as ‘’harnessing collective intelligence’’. There are many websites today that use Web 2.0, for example, Wikipedia allows users to not only research information but also allows you to add information.  This means that by working together you are able to ‘’harness collective intelligence’’ (O'Reilly, n.d) Forum websites are also both Web 2.0 and Learning 2.0; this is because you are able to interact with other users and share information together. There have been many innovations when it comes to web 2.0 websites, for example, social media websites such as Facebook, Instagram and Twitter allow users to share information and pictures with friends. Other Web 2.0 sites include Google Scholar; Google Scholar filters the search to only show academic websites such as articles and eBooks from authors, students and lecturers. 
Crowdsourcing is the practice of engaging a ‘crowd’ or group for a common goal — often innovation, problem solving, or efficiency. It is powered by new technologies, social media and web 2.0. (Crowdsourcing week, n.d).  There are many websites that are used as a form of crowdsourcing, for example, Stack Exchange is a website that allows users to ask questions about any topic which then allows anyone to answer the questions. Crowdsourcing may be seen as unreliable information however, as the answers tend to be subjective, especially when it comes to controversial or political questions as there are many different opinions.

[image: C:\Users\user1\Downloads\My_Personal_Learning_Environment.png][image: ]Personal learning environments are unique to everyone as we each have our own personal learning environment. PLEs are a mixture of tools, people and services. Tools can include digital technology such as a laptop or a computer; other tools can include software such as Microsoft Word and Excel.  Services such as Libraries and online communities can also help you learn from others. Your peers and lectures are also people that are able to help you learn and share knowledge. Below is my PLE: I found that my learning mostly involves digital technology to research and interaction with peers and lecturers. 



	
Figure 1 PLE example (Stein, 2007)


Figure 2 My PLE (Jones, 2019)  

A website aggregator is a website that gathers information from multiple sources and puts the information on a single website allowing users to view all of the information in one place. For example, Alltop is one of the major aggregators as it uploads the latest posts from websites on a variety of topics. Alltop also falls under Web 2.0 as it allows users to submit your own website to be listed.  Google news is also known as one of the best news aggregators which shares news from thousands of news websites. There are many aggregation websites that could fit into my PLE, for example, when travelling I like to use websites like TripAdvisor and Trivago to get the right information in one place. 
An RSS feed is an up to date information list of notifications that a website delivers to its subscribers. RSS stands for Rich Site Summary. (Techopedia, n.d).  An RSS is an easy way of getting information from other publishers to people who have subscribed to use it. RSS Feeds are connected to Web 2.0 as it allows users to subscribe to the service. I use many use RSS feeds on my computer as it allows me to see all the information I need in one place, for example, I have allowed notifications from messenger on Facebook and BBC news as they are the websites I use the most when I am on my desktop. 
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Figure 3 RSS Feed (SANCKRIT, 2014)
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There is not one definition when it comes to defining Digital scholarship as there are so many different definitions.  For example, Digital scholarship is the use of digital evidence, methods of inquiry, research, publication and preservation to achieve scholarly and research goals. Digital scholarship can encompass both scholarly communications using digital media and research on digital media. (Wikipedia, n.d).  Digital scholarship is used in most universities, for example, websites like Moodle and Blackboard can be used to interact with students through forums and make Course work available online. In this way, PowerPoints and websites used can be accessed online by students anytime when needed. Most universities also give free access to Microsoft office which includes Word, PowerPoint and Excel. University libraries have also turned digital, for example students are able to order books that are not on campus and have access to eBooks to access anywhere.  Websites like Turnitin also allow students to submit their assessments online. 
Figure 4 Example of digital scholarship (Georgia State University, 2017)


	
My learning mainly evolves around technology as it is pretty much all I use when I learn, when writing assignments, I use Microsoft word as it has many helpful features such as referencing and word count. When researching topics as part of my assignment I use internet sites such as Google and Google scholar I also use the university online library to read eBooks or order books from other campuses. I’ve been using a lot more technology since starting university as it allows me to gain access to learning tools anywhere. I am very optimistic when it comes to technology as I believe it greatly improves that way people live and learn. On the other hand, technology cannot always be reliable as there is not always access and can also provide false information. Another concern when it comes to technology is that it is not always safe as there are many websites that carry viruses. When it comes to technology, I do not believe that I have many barriers as I have evolved with technology most of my life my only weaknesses would be using spreadsheet software such as excel and access, I have gained more knowledge of excel and access since starting university.
I believe that universities now rely on technology as without it half of what is done now would not be possible for example student need to apply for a place at university through Ucas and submit Assignments online through Turnitin. Without the use of digital technology lecturers would not be able to present of share material from lectures with their students.
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