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[bookmark: _Toc243796138][bookmark: _Toc1635437220][bookmark: _Toc1627892749][bookmark: _Toc1417307318][bookmark: _Toc834342882]Section 1: introduction
[bookmark: _Int_UaE9k46B]In this document the following topics will be covered, such as referencing, critical thinking, the power of reflection and academic misconduct. Another reason why we should follow the rules instead of finding ways around it is because when the school finds out it is not the writer's work, they will always assume that the writer is going to do that for every bit of work. Also, this is important because everyone needs to be honest and trustworthy as it can affect one's chances of employment and it is more important for a student because it is their future that they are putting on the line. Also, if the student cannot display these traits, then they will have a harder time finding employment as nobody wants to employe an untrustworthy person.







Section 2: Referencing
[bookmark: _Int_W2oFi7QR][bookmark: _Int_FeYP0yBW][bookmark: _Int_v7LFeSJz]According to the University of Brimingham (2023) states that the reason it is so important to reference in these times is because so much information is online. Also, it is easy to cheat not only that but if the student does use some information from another person, then that student is expected to give credit to the original author, because if the student does not give credit where credit is due then that student might get marked down or fail. Simply because the student tried making someone else's work their own without proper acknowledgement or credit to the writer. Additionally, with the amount of software systems schools have now like turnitin, they can pick up if the student has used any websites to get the work done for the student. For example, Chat GPT was used by a couple of students and when asked about the work they could not give a satisfactory answer since what they were saying was nothing like the text they had on the document since that work was not theirs and they most likely did not read it either. Also, it shows the reader where the writer has gotten the sources of information from. In addition to this it will make the writer's argument carry more weight behind it since these claims are backed up by multiple outstanding sources from a variety of websites, books, articles and magazines. Furthermore, it shows that the student has researched from a wide range of sources. In addition to this Aftab, (2016) states that half of the students in universities across the UK have reportedly been losing marks due to not referencing and it goes to show just how valuable referencing is when the students are doing work because it can make the difference between passing and failing an assignment. Also, 80 percent of students have reported that they are worried about referencing their work incorrectly.








Section 3: Critical Thinking
Critical thinking is a crucial part when it comes to working no matter what job it is because, if the person cannot think for themselves and produce original ideas then it will show a lack of commitment and people will trust colleagues or students less to do work since they have proven to be unreliable. Also, if the student does not have any critical thinking skills, then it will show that the student does not understand the material. Also, the student will not be able to make any arguments on or against the subject because the student will not understand the information on the topic. Also, according to Pitts (2019) states that 85% of teachers worldwide have said that their students do not have the necessary skills to be able to think critically. In addition to this, it impacts students because it means that they are unable to form an opinion or understand the work. Also, they will have a challenging time engaging with some Independent reflective thinking. According to the University of Louisville (2023) Critical thinking has a concept which is believed to go around in a circle which includes the five stages we go through when critically thinking such as communication, problem solving, open-minded, creativity, analysis and this is the cycle we go through when critically thinking. Also, it is especially important for a university student because they need the ability to analyse and problem solve for themselves to be a better student and obtain more marks.

Section 4: The Power of self-Reflection 
[bookmark: _Int_mt1eytbr][bookmark: _Int_mlbe3P0Q][bookmark: _Int_Xlh5tVmE]The reason why it is so important to reflect upon yourself is because students need to self-regulate so that way, they are more aware of their actions and mistakes. The Gibs reflective cycle is when a person does an action and looks back on themselves to see how they could improve it for next time. Using Gibs reflective cycle has proven to be good because it works and helps students look back on their previous actions, helping them improve upon themselves. Based on the University of Edinburgh (2020) states that some of the more serious jobs use this method, for example the police. Also, what Gibs reflective cycle includes is, what happened, what are you feeling, what was good and bad about it, what else can you make of the situation, what else could you have done if it rose again and how would you handle it differently. Also, Bailey and Rehman (2022) states that reflecting can be beneficial for the student because it greatly affects one's ability to thrive in a workplace or a classroom. for example, a person can learn from previous encounters and act accordingly so instead of bringing a phone to work that person will bring additional items like a pen and paper. Smith (2023) states that self-reflection is important because in today's busy world, it can seem like there's not enough time in the day to accomplish the things a person would like to do. But when a person takes a good look back at what they have done they can find areas for improvement and make changes, giving themselves a better quality of life and that is why it is important for a student to self-reflect.


section 5: academic misconduct
[bookmark: _Toc1505608332][bookmark: _Toc124341895][bookmark: _Toc788947760][bookmark: _Toc779227638][bookmark: _Toc1164174748][bookmark: _Toc1895878039]It is also important to reference since if the students try and get away with it by saying it is the students original work and the school finds out it is not then the students work will be plagiarised and the student's grade will go down in their assignment according to the University of Cambridge (2023). Also, the one major danger with helping other people with their work is that the student might give them a little bit of their work thinking it won’t matter since it is only a few references or one paragraph but, on the turnitin it will come up will a similarity score and the student will either be asked about it or they will mark the student down for that one section. Also, academic misconduct is when a person cheats, but the process the school must go through to prove that a person was cheating is quite simple they put that persons work into a turn in link and from there the machine shows the teacher’s where that student got all their information from according to the University of Edinburgh (2023). Also, there are more people plagiarizing in higher education and it is starting to become a problem as the students are supposed to be trustworthy. 


















[bookmark: _Toc2023569636][bookmark: _Toc1640229583][bookmark: _Toc2123647538][bookmark: _Toc1509883542][bookmark: _Toc8122381]Section 6: Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc2049936732]In summary, the writer should have a basic level of understanding in each of these areas since it is imperative to show these skills when doing an assignment because it makes a difference in a student's marks, also it makes the writer’s arguments carry more weight behind it because it is backed up by a source and it lets the writer improve upon his own work so that for next time when this sort of challenge raises again the writer will make a better argument and take on board all the feedback improving the quality of their work. Also, the writer will be better prepared and equipped to make an even more convincing argument for next time according to the University of Maryland (2022).
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