Production Performance and Genre Process Workbook

Presentation 
As part of our Production Performance and Genre assessment, we had to present a group presentation between 30-45 minutes based on either a genre, play, dramatist or creative that we have learnt during the module. For our presentation, we discussed about many topics regarding what we’d do in our presentation i.e. money, identity, social issues, relationships, personal growth etc. but, in the end, we decided to do our presentation on focusing on and comparing the theme of relationships in two of the plays we had studied during the module which were A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen and Lovesong by Abi Morgan. We decided to choose this theme and the two plays as we all seemed interested in the similarities and differences we could find between the relationships in the two plays and the two plays were set in two different time periods so we could discuss plenty of differences and similarities. In order to help us, we referred back to Cast And Crew Go which immediately gave us a structure to follow when doing and running through our presentation. Whilst we were doing this, we focused on each individual play at first in order to get the right amount of information needed for the presentation, before we then looked at comparing what we found and compiling it all into our presentation. The main responsibility that I took on when planning this presentation was looking for quotes that were affiliated with the theme of relationships in both plays. There were many quotes in both plays that went with this theme, however I decided to go with the three most important ones from each play. The way that I structured this was that I put each quote on a different slide along with a brief explanation summarising what each quote is conveying. An example of this is “I have been performing tricks for you, Torvald. That’s how I’ve survived. You wanted it like that. You and Papa have done me a great wrong. It’s because of you I’ve made nothing of my life.”[footnoteRef:2] In this quotation, Nora has started to recognise that her life has been largely a performance which she has done since she was a child by playing the happy, child-like daughter for her father and now playing the happy, child-like wife for Torvald. Another thing that I did as part of the assessment was to perform a scene from each play. The play I performed a scene from was A Doll’s House where Nora and Torvald’s playful element of their relationship is displayed to the extreme by Nora wanting Torvald to play the piano for her while she dances the tarantella for the dance the night after. Another responsibility that I took on when planning this presentation was finding out the genre and style for A Doll’s House and Lovesong. My method of researching was to find out which genre, production style and which performance style each play belongs to. After finding out each one, I deduced that Lovesong is a drama which is performed in a non-naturalistic style with heavy elements of physical theatre inspired by the Frantic Assembly. “Frantic Theatre Company are a physical theatre company who combine text with movement. They create thrilling, energetic and unforgettable theatre. The company attracts new and young audiences with work that reflects contemporary culture.” [footnoteRef:3] On A Doll’s House, I deduced that similar to Lovesong it is a drama which is performed in a naturalistic style however the 2023 Broadway production of this show was performed in a minimalistic style which pushed all the boundaries as it had never been performed in that particular style before. [2:  https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/dolls-house-9781350116788/
]  [3:  https://up606877.wixsite.com/postdramatictheatre/frantic-assembly
] 


What I liked about the plays I studied 
This year, as part of our Production, Performance and Genre module, we had to study six similar but different contrasting plays. Out of all the plays we have studied, I liked all of the plays in different ways however the two that particularly stood out to me were A Doll’s House and Lovesong because I was particularly interested in how similar the themes yet how different they are as well. What I liked about A Doll’s House was the way Henrik Ibsen depicted a realistic portrayal of how females in society were treated during that period namely like second-class citizens. Additionally, the themes that were represented in this play were portrayed in the production that I watched which was the Young Vic production starring Hattie Morahan as Nora and Dominic Rowan as Torvald. What I liked about Lovesong was how visually stunning the production was to watch and how the story was very well told by the four actors performing in the show. Additionally, it is amplified even further by the audience’s ability to relate to the characters as they have experienced money issues which many of the audience members could relate to if they have gone through the same problem. Relatability is what drives a big reaction so seeing your story or elements of your story on stage therefore creates an attachment to the characters and their story.

Personal Evaluation 
In my Production, Performance and Genre assessment, most of the goals that I had set myself to accomplish during the preparation for the presentation had been completed. One of the goals that I had set myself was to ensure that I would do as much research as possible for the sections that I was presenting which were dialogue and genre and style. This was successful as I managed to put in the relevant information in the slides and at at the same time, I didn’t want to make it long, so I made sure that the information was concise enough. One thing I felt that I could’ve improved in the actual presentation was to slow down when I was speaking during the parts where I was presenting because I felt like that I was rushing due to me being conscious about whether I was staying within the required time limit of 5-6 minutes.
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