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SJYW5012 - Assessment Component 1
On Friday 15th February this year (2019) BBC News reported on the ‘Youth Strike for Climate Change’ campaign that had culminated in thousands of young people across Europe taking a day out of school to protest about government inaction in response to the emerging ‘climate emergency’.  Speaking on BBC News that morning, Energy Minister Claire Perry said that following the Climate Change Act ten years ago, the UK was the first to promise to cut carbon emissions, and that since 1990 the UK has cut by 80%, more than any other country.  She said that there will be further Global Climate Change talks next year.
However, 15 year-old Greta Thunberg from Sweden would question the sense of urgency in that.  Her phrase that we ‘cannot solve the crisis without treating it as a crisis’ (BBC News, 2019) highlights a growing momentum among young people globally to take their genuine concerns seriously and immediately.
This assignment critically reflects upon the emergence and development of education for sustainable development (ESD), global citizenship (GC) and global youth work (GYW), collectively referred to here as ESDGYW.  It also explores how ESDGC shapes youth work practice today and as we move forward.  
Woolley (2010) states that ‘Globalisation refers to the world coming together due to closer economic, cultural, environmental, political and technological interactions resulting in global interdependence.’  He talks about the Global Youth Action Framework and how global youth workers need to assist young people to ‘connect’ to, ‘challenge’ and ‘change’ local and global issues.  He also refers to Sallah’s (2008) concepts of ‘globaphiles’, those in favour of globalisation and ‘globaphobes’, those who are more sceptical.  Youth workers must decide for themselves, therefore, where they stand on globalisation and whether they feel sufficiently empowered to raise their voice and the voices of their young people and to take a stand about issues that matter to them.  
Sallah (2010) writes about ‘Developing global literacy and competence in youth work.’  He talks about the drivers and imperatives for global youth work (p. 110) and how this is not the same as global citizenship in schools (p. 114), being informal in nature and because young people engage with it voluntarily.
In the author’s mind, ‘global youth work’ does not refer to international collaboration in the development or delivery of a coordinated single programme of youth work globally to all young people, but rather a commonly agreed directive that youth work should include a strong focus on global issues.
In Agenda 21 (United Nations, 1992) we are told that ‘Humanity stands at a defining moment in history’ and that the problems within and between different countries continued to get worse and that something had to be done about it.  Thus, nearly thirty years ago, we were told that ‘No nation can achieve this on its own; but together we can – in a global partnership for sustainable development.’  The concept of sustainable development has become well established and the focus on it has strengthened over time, but the speed with which global agreements are made and the adherence to the promises made are in the author’s opinion both disappointing.
Green theories, too, have become established.  Youth workers might reflect upon their own position here, considering how strongly they feel about environmentalism.  Do they think that sustainable development is even possible?  Are they technocentric or ecocentric (Peet and Thrift, 1989)?  That is, do they believe that technology has all the answers (technocentric interventionist) or that we need to make some adjustments to our lives (still technocentric, but accommodationist).  Alternatively, do they feel strongly that there is a need for radical change (i.e. they are ecocentric), either collectively (as communalists) or at a personal level (Gaianist)?  
Some youth workers may feel even greener!  Reading about green ecology, eco feminism, eco socialism and social ecology, some might find that their personal position is a strong and radical one where they need to consider how far they will go to fight for their cause, and more importantly in a youth work context, how militantly they should or should not present their views to young people whose own voices need to be heard.     
Cyfanfyd (2007) define global youth work as ‘an approach to youth work which incorporates principles and practices of sustainable development and global citizenship’, and include the further definition:
Global youth work starts from young people’s everyday experiences, encourages a critical understanding of the links between personal, local and global issues, and seeks their active participation in bringing about change towards greater equity and justice.  (DEA, 2004)

Good youth work is educative (YWWRG, 2018).  However, it is informal and non-formal in nature and does not take the form of the ‘banking approach’ described by Freire (1993).  Rather, it builds upon the concept of the teacher and the learner, the youth worker and the young person, being in equal partnership, investigating topics together and each learning from the other (ibid.).  Youth workers need to learn how to facilitate, encourage and support young people’s exploration of their knowledge, views and values.  Their ‘efforts must coincide with those of the students to engage in critical thinking’ (Freire, 1993).  They need to be good communicators, listening, absorbing, evaluating and responding to what young people say, and they also need to be able to stimulate further discussion.  ‘Authentic thinking, thinking that is concerned about reality, does not take place in ivory tower isolation, but only in communication.  (ibid.)   
When it comes to embedding global youth work in practice, some excellent examples are provided in ‘Global Youth Work: Good Practice Guidelines for Wales’ (Cyfanfyd, 2007).  This handbook provides twelve examples of global youth work that was being undertaken in Wales.  Information about the themes, funding, methodology and achievements of each case study is provided.    Conwy Youth Services’ ‘Feed the World’ workshop was run as a series of sessions looking at different aspects of poverty around the world (p.14).    Swansea Detached Youth Work’s ‘I’m a Teenager… Get me out of here!’ on the other hand was run as a four-day residential experience away from the city so that young people could understand first-hand what it means to live together in basic conditions and what it means to ‘survive’ (p. 16).
In our own practice at the Tanyard Youth Project there are also examples of activities that fall under the global youth work heading.  On Friday evenings we have ‘food from around the world’ where young people pick a country and then cook and eat dishes that are traditional in that country (e.g. India, United States and Italy have been done recently).  We have supported young people’s personal, social and educational development through international volunteering, both sending young people abroad and receiving foreign young people as volunteers.  We are environmentally aware: we have been separating our recyclable waste for a long time, we are recycling and ‘upcycling’ disused timber from our demolished ramp and we have switched to paper straws.  We also host a group of South Koreans annually when they visit Wales exchanging food and cooking traditional dishes for each other and also doing both Welsh dancing and having the South Koreans entertain us with their music and dance.    All of these activities are important ‘eye-openers’ for our young people who reside in a short-sighted community with little ambition and little direct knowledge of the world beyond the immediate area.  One of our key aims is to broaden the horizons of our young people and to help them to develop aspirations and plan towards a brighter future beyond the multiple deprivations they face locally.  Global youth work is a good way to begin this.
On a personal level the global youth work values that I particularly promote are respect for equality and diversity, respect for our heritage and respect for the environment.  I have encapsulated these values in projects that we run.  As part of our employability skills and training for young volunteers, we provide accredited training in Equality and Diversity.  I have secured funding for an exciting heritage project for young people to be paid to work with and support local heritage groups.  This project also focuses on our natural heritage and our local environment, promoting it for tourism, but also drawing attention to it for its own protection. 
In terms of young people’s personal development and their awareness of local and global issues we can use resources such as the ESD Toolkit (McKeown, 2002), the Good Practice Guidelines for Wales (Cyfanfyd, 2007) and exercises from Key Elements of Globalisation (Woolley, 2010).  There are lots of useful resources available that can be reused or adapted according to need, and we have recently ourselves used Oxfam Education as a comprehensive online resource.  In order to capture the imagination of young people and to spark debate it is useful to show thought-provoking videos such as ‘Fight For Your World’ published by the World Wildlife Fund in October 2018.  This video tells young people that they are the first generation to know that we are destroying the world and the last that can do anything about it.  It asks, ‘Are you for the world or against it?’ and is certainly the type of resource that will get young people talking and thinking critically about sustainable development and the environment.      
At the Planet under Pressure conference (Brito and Stafford-Smith, 2012) around 400 young people made a statement to the world in response to the State of the Planet declaration:
Dear leaders of the world,  We… ask you for concrete action…  Where solutions exist… we ask you to implement them…  to enforce them… to rethink them…  You the decision-makers and we the citizens must stand together to achieve a stable and sustainable future for our children and for future generations.  (Brito and Stafford-Smith, 2012)
This was the voice of young people on global issues in 2012.  Their voices are still evident, and increasingly so in our ever more globalised and unsustainable world. 
So, what skills do we need as youth workers to enable our young people to participate in creating a more just and sustainable world?  According to Woolley (2010, p.8) we need to help young people to make the connections between their personal and local environment with the world beyond, and to help them see how globalisation has influenced their local and personal environments.   We need to help them to empathise (p.13) and then to feel empowered enough to act (p. 17).   All of this might seem far too big a concept to tackle (Woolley, 2010, p. 8), but we do need to try.
To recap and summarise why we are concerned with ESD in Youth Work, Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes (2018) describes methods of delivering youth work internationally (p. 3), states local, national and global purposes (p.5) and includes global and environmental values (pp.5-6).  Further, the National Occupational Standards for Youth Work (LSIS, 2012) state that youth workers should ‘Explore with young people the global context to personal, local and national decisions and actions.’
Youth workers thus have a responsibility to incorporate ESD and GC in their practice.
However, is that too little and too late?  Cyfanfyd noted twelve years ago in 2007 that young people ‘may well already feel members of global communities thanks to communication technology’ and then emphasised the ‘value of peer education in this area of work’.
It is likely that the youth of today will not wait for youth work practice to catch up with their urgent concerns about global sustainability.  Referring to recent youth campaigning for climate change, BBC Environment Correspondent Matt McGrath (15th February 2019) notes that
Far from being disengaged, these strikes demonstrate that many young people do care passionately about our planet and the welfare of our neighbours across the world.  Our politicians should pay attention and deliver policies that will safeguard future generations.   (BBC, 2019)  
It seems that youth itself may find a way to tackle the problems collectively.  McGrath (ibid) also writes ‘It may not represent a paradigm shift just yet, but the speed and scale of this young person’s movement does make it feel more than a momentary splutter of anger.’
The European youth strikes of 15th February have already been followed by the establishment of a young people’s ‘Fridays for Future’ campaign (BBC, 22nd February 2019).
It seems that environmental sustainability really is in the air at the moment.  On 24th February, BBC Two’s debate topic of the day on ‘The Big Questions’ was ‘Is environmentalism the new religion?’.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Perhaps young people themselves will find new digital and global ways to accelerate the rate of change in international government by mobilising the young people’s environment-focussed zeitgeist that is burgeoning and gaining momentum around the world.  As said by Freire (1993), ‘they must perceive their state not as fated and unalterable, but merely as limiting – and therefore challenging.’  Perhaps there is no wonder that the Oxford English Dictionary’s selected ‘word of the year’ in 2017 was ‘youthquake’.  Defined as ‘a significant cultural, political or social change arising from the actions or influence of young people’, it seems that it might be beginning to happen, and that young people are starting a global movement that will create a more just and sustainable world.
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