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Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_Oj0QZjkk]Rail travel is one of many infrastructures and effective way of travel to other destinations in which it has immense importance, and it has a significant role in tourism and events sectors. It has a lot of advantages to travelling by train, it is more environmentally friendly, it has less pollution and noise, it can also save money since comparing the train and the car, people pay more for the fuel and the prices of the tickets are cheaper. Northern (2024) Rail travel is essential for the events sector because it makes it accessible for the attendees to get to the event, and because travelling by train is cost efficient, more people are willing to get to the destination. It can be also convenient for the organizers because it allows them to have easy access because train stations are usually centrally located. Furthermore, it can boost the destination by having economic benefits by supporting the local businesses because the tourists explore the areas and can bring the income to the local restaurants or services. Thraenhart, Dr.J. (2024)

Research Methodology 
[bookmark: _Int_msOYpblo][bookmark: _Int_uNfl12GU][bookmark: _Int_gnS3DdvT][bookmark: _Int_C4VHfsKy]Research design refers to a detailed plan, meaning how the information will be gathered and analyzed to answer the research question. This will help to decide which method to use and which data to collect and analyze. An effective research design guarantees that the study is methodically organized and that the data is trustworthy. Research design can be an indication of the researcher's ideas, meaning it can help prohibit frustration by providing a structured plan that connects all the key components of the study, showing how it works together to address the research questions. Asenahabi, B.M. (2019) This will help to get a better understanding of which method to use and analyze the researcher’s question for the research by having an effective methodological way. For the research design, descriptive research design will be undertaken, it is one of the common models to use for researchers. Descriptive research is the type of study that can help carefully and clearly describe a situation, event, or a group. This research is about describing the characteristics or phenomenon without changing anything or testing ideas. Both research methods can be used, which is the quantitative and qualitative, in which surveys can be used, observations or case studies and that can include numbers or descriptions to collect the information. Heath, C (2023).
[bookmark: _Int_E88xblbp][bookmark: _Int_OWsonVjF]Research methods are organized techniques in which they are used to gain and analyze information for a specific topic. It is a process in which the researcher will plan in the study so it can achieve aims and goals by using research tools. This process includes all key components of research, such as data collection, data analysis methods and framework guiding research. Sreekumar, D. (2023) They can also be assigned into three main categories which are quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods. 
[bookmark: _Int_Q8HyI17T]Quantitative research methods include numerical data to find trends, and this would help with identifying patterns, and it can be used to test hypotheses. In which the researcher can use surveys, structured observations or experiments and much more to collect the data. This can help to get information by having the statistics summarizing it. The qualitative method on the other hand is non-numerical research in which to understand the concepts, experiences or opinions. It focuses more on deeper insights into the topic. This could help if the person wanted to look into people's perceptions or experiences by using different types of non-numerical methods, for instance interviews, focus groups or case studies and more. McLeod, S (2023)  
 Although, mixed method research will be used because it combines both qualitative and quantitative methods in which it can gain full understanding of the research. Mixed methods are ideally suited for exploring complex phenomena and situations in which it can offer a deeper understanding compared to using a single method. This can be a valuable tool because it can give strengths of having both quantitative and qualitative approaches. Kajamaa, Mattick and Croix (2020) According to Greene, Caracelli, and Graham (1989), the purpose of using mixed research includes triangulation, meaning it involves both methods to get findings from different perspectives. This can help to get a more reliable understanding by combining the data. Also, it has been said that this can help to develop, for instance qualitative findings can help with development of a survey used in quantitative phase of research. For this method surveys will be used also, questionnaires and case studies because it can collect data from many people, and the researcher can get into depth when it is going to come to case studies because people can understand the issue more.
Sampling will be taken into consideration, and this means research by choosing a smaller group of people or gaining data from a larger population. There are two types of sampling, and the first one is probability sampling in which each person has an equal chance, and these methods can ensure that the sample is representative of the population. There are multiple types of probability sampling, in which they are systematic sampling, random sampling, stratifies sampling and cluster sampling. In this case, the person asking questions would choose random sampling because it can be shown that every person can be selected. The second sampling is non-probability sampling, and it also has multiple samplings, including quota, purposive, self-selection and snowball sampling. Overall, the researcher would be using probability sampling rather than non-probability because the second sampling is not random, and it is better to choose everyone because everyone is having a chance of being selected in which it would reflect diversity. 
It is important to be aware of ethical considerations to ensure that the research is conducted responsibly and respectfully. This involves treating all of the participants with respect, protecting their privacy and ensuring they are fully informed about the nature of the research. Efforts will be made to minimize harm, both physical and emotional, to participants. Through the research, there will be no discrimination, and all participants will be treated fairly.
 
Significance of the study 
The significance of this study is showing that the research matters and all the different research methods because it gains knowledge on how to do a research design and acquires more knowledge into the field. The importance of research is to find gaps in knowledge and certain topics can be addressed when there are problems. For instance, according to an Ipsos article two in five people in Britain think that railways are not good value for their money. Also, it has been said that the rail services cannot be relied on, and 37% and 22% of people agreed with that. People have rated 40% that the quality of the services in the railway as poor, which cannot be a good reputation for the railways in the UK. Copp, L. (2024) However, in the tourism industry the services and innovations are always improving, and the railways have helped some people commute from France to work in England. In which this can help with the events considering the railways always want to improve, for instance with the Wi-Fi performance, punctuality, information that provides about disruption etc. Kessell, C. (2024) Railways are helpful for large events not just also because it will continue to improve but there is a project called ‘EventGo’ and it is a helpful tool for attendees to have on their smartphones and it can show people their routes and live travel updates, in which this can prevent overcrowding and it provides the visitors with timings and valuable data. In which this shows there can be tools to help with events linked with railways and it can also improve efficiency, and it creates an opportunity to help the environment. By understanding the timing and capacity needs, it allows people to use the trains more efficiently, and by reducing unnecessary trips and cutting down on the carbon footprint of event attendees by offering better travel options. This tool can be very helpful in the field because everyone uses their smartphones on the daily basis, and it can enhance communication, meaning it can provide attendees with an easy access of the schedule, locations, the event details and people would be less confused with the navigation. Ukri.org. (2024) When it comes to events it is also important to know what the railways do to help the visitors because events play a big part with railways and how they manage. In which, transport for Wales prepare before large events such as Rugby Six Nations match, because there are going to be crowds of attendees, and they prepare by having more staff and volunteers to help their customers because they want to keep evryone safe, they also work closely with their partners for instance the British Transport Police and local council so they can monitor the number of passengers, so everyone is secure and safe. Tfw.wales. (2024)

Timeline and Budget
During this month, the first week which will start from the 18th of November will be about defining research questions, the objectives and hypotheses, in which it will be carried out over 1 to 3 days. From day 4 to 7, it will be established the background and identify any gaps, also during those days the research methodology will be finalised. From week 2, the methods will be identified in which the surveys and questions will be used, then the tools for the research will develop, meaning what questions in the surveys or the guide for the interview. Around the 3rd week the potential participants will be identified, in which the schedules for the interviews will be arranged. That is one of the key milestones because the research design is organised. After that the data can start to gather, in which it can be monitored. Around the 5th week the data collection can be done, in which afterwards it can be analyzed and after everything has been gathered the data can be written up and reflected in the whole process. The budget for this project can be for transportation, for example by train or car to see certain participants, which can cost up to £10 or £20. The equipment can also cost, such as paper, or printing some surveys. 

Conclusions and Limitations
[bookmark: _Int_RjMbR291][bookmark: _Int_6avUqGlQ]The strengths of descriptive research can be that multiple types of data can be used in which is quantitative and qualitative. This can help to find information quite easily. However, the questions in a survey must be well structed because otherwise the study might not look trustworthy. Qualtrics. (n.d.) Mixed method research has multiple benefits and one of them is that it can provide open and closed-ended questions, meaning it can give a wider range of questions to the participants. It is also well known to researchers, and it combines the strengths of two designs in which it allows to get a wider perspective. But also, it has its weaknesses it can take a lot of effort to study the topic using two different methods. Terrell, S. (2012). The limitation of mixed research method is the longer time required to complete the entire study, including in the phased approaches. Hansen et al., (2016) This should be discussed during the early stages when collecting the data and analysing it and also when studying the results because it can be time consuming. Whitley, G.A, et al., (2020) There are multiple types of limitations in research in which it can be methodological meaning it can be the ‘diversity of the data’ or it can be ethical because the access can be limited or consent. www.aje.com (2023
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