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Self Reflection

In this research, I have gained the hand-on experience in planning a quantitative research proposal. In addition, I have tried to use SPSS software to perform some quantitative analysis. This assignment has given a feel of the difficulty in planning the quantitative research which has been out of my expectation.

One issue in this exercise was that I had to build up a model based on theories and to explore new constructs. In this connection, I did an extensive literature in order to discover a research gap. Initially, I got lost in the literature and had no idea what to do. However, upon application of the techniques learned from the lectures, I could start to handle the articles in a logical way. Finally, I could find a research gap in the field of social media advertising. As social media is a relatively new platform, the academic literature related to this topic is still in the early stage. I then thought of investigating whether the traditional advertising theories can be applied in the field of social media advertising. 

Although I found an area for research, the story did not end. Another problem arouse – are the measures of constructs in traditional advertisement applicable to the social media advertising? It could not be taken for granted. With the advice from the lecturer, I then understood that I had to seek expert advice on the issue, or I had to perform a qualitative study beforehand to explore the possible factors in the field of social media advertising. This had made me appreciate the possible combination of qualitative and quantitative methods. Finally, I managed to find three experts in the field to help me verify the suitability of the proposed measures of constructs.

Besides, this assignment gave me the chance to run SPSS on real data from my pilot study. It was a good experience as running the real research data was far from easy. It was not like running data from textbook exercises which were straight forward. I had to use a lot of judgement in running real data. Very often, the results were not as expected and I had to find the out the real problems – date entry error, research method not suitable, etc? It let me appreciate the challenge in data analysis.

This exercise also made me understand the importance of pilot study as it could allow me to spot any potential difficulties in the research so that I would not waste my effort in the final research.

To conclude, I have gained rich experience in this exercise which can definitely help my dissertation.
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA


This section details the assessment criteria. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. The marks available for each criterion are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

Component 1: Project Report (40%)
	Criteria 
	Marks Available
	Marks Awarded

	Well justified topic with clear and achievable objectives
	5
	

	Detailed critical literature review with inclusion of any relevant theories
	5
	

	Clear grounded methodology 
	5
	

	Design of research instruments
	10
	

	Evidence of piloting of research instrument
	5
	

	Data analysis based on piloting
	10
	

	TOTAL
	40
	



Component 2: Reflection (10%)
	Criteria
	Marks Available
	Marks Awarded

	Detailed reflection
	8
	

	Use of model or theory in reflecting
	2
	

	TOTAL
	10
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	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
Up to one week late, maximum of 50%
	%
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