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Introduction 

At Coed Y Bryn School, all the children are viewed as valued and respected members of the school and society and are encouraged to reach their potential by each member of staff in the school. Our goal is to help children to do their best and to lay firm foundations for their future learning. We think that children learn better when they are safe and engaged in activities which they find interesting and enjoyable. However, instead of attempting to shape the children to fit the school, the layout of the school has been changed to fit the children's needs. Coed Y Bryn School offers education for children aged four to eleven years old.  We as a school, want to build a good relationship with parents as we believe that working together to accomplish a common goal will help each child reach their full potential. We invite you to help the school in a number of ways, from helping children in the outdoor class, helping your child with activities set for homework, to fund-raising in our school and the community around us.

Coed Y Bryn Mission statement is:
We believe that a happy child is a successful one and are committed to providing a positive, safe and stimulating environment for children to learn, where all are valued. All children should enjoy learning and achieve their potential. 














Setting the context.  

Many people confuse education and schooling as the same thing, in fact they are very different however, do have some similarities. Schooling can also refer to educating students in a formal structure and following a curriculum; schooling expands on this concept by allowing children to have these experiences outside of a physical school; therefore, schooling can refer to those who are home-schooled or in a non-mainstream school such as academies. Holt supports this concept of schooling (Department for Education, 2021). 
As highlighted by Department of Education (20021, p.5.), ‘education is a statutory system that provides full-time education for children aged three to sixteen years old and is made compulsory at the age of five’. According to OECD (2017), education’s role is to help individuals develop good values and social skills, which will help society stay stable and contribute to the countries’ growth. It also explains how education is a critical aspect of a person's life as it will have a direct effect on their opportunities and quality of life in the future. This is why education is considered the most important part of society as it has the ability to shape a country’s economic wealth and prosperity (OECD, 2018). The Butler Act (1994) led to more children being in compulsory education as it increased the ages children had to stay in school until they were sixteen years old. ‘Along with this, the act intended for education to be divided into three stages: primary and secondary school (compulsory) and further education (not compulsory), as well as giving local education authorities greater responsibility for the provision. By striving for this, the act could be seen as ‘enforcing the need for equal opportunities for children’ (Department for Education, 2014, p.7). This idea is backed by the OECD (2017), who considers that an education system should only try to improve equal opportunities for its learners by expanding an individual's ability and encouraging social cohesion. It is important to note that due to the findings of the Programme for International Students, this should be accepted (OECD, 2017).  
Mainstreaming is where a school puts children with special needs in schools with children who do not have disabilities. Many parents of special-needs children deeply want their children to stay in the mainstream system. They have the right to make this decision, and the legislation allows schools to offer support and physical modifications if needed so that any child can fully engage in education. However, there are significant differences between schools in terms of how children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are welcomed and the level of provision provided for them (Gov,UK, 2001,  p.6). 
In addition to these key terms, it is important to understand the values of schooling.
At Coed Y Bryn School we define four key values using ‘CARE’. 
COOPERATION: 'We share and work together.' Cooperation is described as working together as a team, contributing and sharing in a beneficial manner.
ACHIEVEMENT: 'Persist and do your best.' Striving to achieve your personal aspirations, persevering, and putting forward your best effort are both examples of achievement.
RESPECT: 'Respect one another and our environment.' Respect means having responsibility for one another. Respect is shown by communicating and engaging with others in a respectful way. It is about being truthful, dependable, and trustworthy.
EMPATHY: 'Be kind and respectful to others.' Empathy means attempting to consider other people's points of view or emotions, as well as being supportive and loving towards them.
















The Design 

The Design of Coed Y Bryn School is a child-centred inspirational learning process, that encourages holistic development through daily sessions and activities. It is a long-term initiative that promotes play, exploration and risk-taking. It promotes trust and self-esteem by providing learners with learner-inspired, hands-on opportunities in a natural environment. The school will predominantly be outdoor classroom based that will fit with an all-inclusive ethos by having access for every child to be able to access our outdoor classrooms. The school with also have an indoor area however, the main focus is the outdoor environment. 
Coed Y Bryn inspires a deep and meaningful connection to the world and an understanding of how a learner fits within it. Our approach to risk means that students are actively expanding their skills by tackling real-world problems and developing self-belief and resilience.  We believe that risk is more than just the possibility of physical harm; we believe that there are dangers in everything we do, and that we learn by overcoming them. As a result, Coed Y Bryn wants the children to be balanced, resilient, creative, and self-sufficient learners.  We want Coed Y Bryn school to involve all children, as we believe equality is very important and something for schools to thrive.
As teachers in the school take the Equality Act (2010) very seriously, it has inspired the design of the school and states that children who use wheelchairs or who need extra help moving around with a stick or a guide dog, should not be discriminated against by any educational provider (Department of Education , 2014, p. 24). There have been many changes to the Social Model of Disability by WAG (2018) as according to the Social Model, an individual is not 'disabled' because of their disability, health status, or the forms in which they may depart from what is generally considered the medical 'norm'; rather, it is the physical and attitudinal obstacles in society that disable individuals – discrimination, lack of access changes, and structural exclusion. Coed Y Bryn school takes inspiration from Forest schools by making the classrooms outdoors,  allowing children to play and experiment.
Coed Y Bryn school will have a stream in the outdoor environment which leads to the river in the town of Coed Y Bryn with a famous bridge, allowing the children to learn about this landmark and also be mindful that we need to take care of the environment around us.
It is traditional for adults to believe that today's children tend to be indoors, playing with electronics, rather than outdoors. However, children's views on what is relevant to them require a different viewpoint. According to a UK study, 86 percent of children enjoy outdoor sports, with 82 percent preferring open spaces as their favourite places to play (Lester and Maudsley, 2007). Fjortoft discovered that children enjoy this setting because of the uneven surfaces and trees, which offer opportunities for mobility difficulties and flexibility in play schemes (Fjortoft, 2004).






























Curriculum 

Coed Y Bryn School will be following the National Curriculum in Wales, which is now being developed by the Welsh Government and will be implemented in all schools by September 2022, where health and well-being is a key focus (Welsh Government, 2020). Coed Y Bryn will be an outdoor classroom, whereby the teachers will teach the children all the important and necessary subjects in the National Curriculum. Children and all teachers will be out in all weathers and dressed appropriately (Welsh Government, 2015). ‘There is no inappropriate weather just inappropriate clothing’ (Montessori Network, 2020, p.1). As Montessori suggests, the idea is to bring the inside out and the outside in, which follows well with how our school brings the inside outdoors, as teachers will teach children about the weather and the seasons. As the children will be outdoors in all weathers, this will tie in with the teaching of Geography (Montessori Network, 2020) and when children study Mini Beasts and plant life, this will link to the curriculum as Science activities. All the activities at the school will be taught in a cross-curriculum approach. Learning Culture (2021) defines cross-curriculum teaching as teaching that entails a deliberate attempt to extend expertise, skills, and competences to more than one subject area at the same time, with the goal of creating autonomous people who are solidary and accountable, with the goal of forming citizens who are democratic, inclusive, and fair. Following on from this, Byrne (2017) found out in 2010 The National Teacher Research Panel wrote a report in which they discussed how cross-curricular research enhances students' problem-solving abilities and helps students recognize "thinking skills" assignments. Furthermore, cross-curricular learning can help students develop the capacity to respond to problem stimuli in a variety of ways (Byrne, 2017).
In addition to this, the children will have a day where they choose what they want to learn called ‘My day to learn’. This would be chosen during the ten minutes they have indoors during the morning, for filling water bottles and seeing what kind of clothing they would wear for the day, for example wellington boots, waterproofs, hat, scarves or gloves. Giving children options, allows them to feel as if they have some influence and control over what they do. It is  a journey towards growing up.  Everything is not planned for them, making wise decisions is an ability that children will use for the remainder of their lives. The trick to giving children choices is to first determine which choices they will be given (Growing Strong Families, 2021).
‘My day to learn’ could be children wanting and choose to go on a muddy puddle walk and see all the different shaped puddles they can find. Buncombe and Preedy (2020 p.7) state that this will ‘strengthen a child's physical ability as well as their motor-cognitive ability and is a vital factor in a young child's general growth and development’. As this practice allows children to use their eyes, knees and feet to splash in the puddles, it will lead to improved feet-to-eye coordination and contribution to muscle growth.

































The Vision for Coed y Bryn Primary School

The vision for Coed Y Bryn School is to improve children’s learning by providing them with the best chances to succeed. The school's ethos is to be as child-centred as possible, and it is understood that children should be given the opportunity to act on their independence by empowering them to become more successful and confident learners. The school will provide a safe and nurturing environment with well-being an important part of school life.  With this said, our school emphasises on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and teaches children these rights throughout the year.  These are some of the articles the school will be teaching: 
‘Article 12 (respect for the views of the child)
Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life. 
Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. 
Article 23 (children with a disability)
A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they can to support disabled children and their families’ (UNICEF,2019). 
The reason for Coed Y Bryn school to teach all children the UNCRC throughout the year, is to make sure that children understand they have and know their rights in education and their life.  Even though the school will be focusing on all UNCRC rights, Coed Y Bryn wants to make a big impact on children’s voices. Children and young adults should be given the ability to describe situations from their own viewpoints. As a school, we want the children to have all the relevant information in a way they will understand. Our school wants to make sure that all children’s voices have an influence on decisions that they have to make for their future (UNICEF, 2019). 

This goes hand in hand with the school’s child-centred approach, as this practice is to encourage children to work together indoors and outdoors instead of sitting at a desk listening to the teacher at the front on the classroom. According to The Tower Hamlets Model (2015, p.17) 'child-centred' approach will always make sure the child is at the centre and that they will meet the need of each child. This ensures that we look at things from a child’s perspective, allowing the children to take part in the planning. In agreement with this, Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2015, p.6) states that ‘child-led activities can elevate a child's desires, beliefs, and health’, and the key purpose of promoting this is to enable children to consider how decisions within a community impact them and what they can do about it, this is done as in some cases children are often ignored in the decision-making phase.
Holt (1984) argues that the existing educational system needs to be reformed because it causes children to see schooling as dull and pointless, suppressing their natural interest, which practitioners should encourage as they are natural-born learners who are more than capable of learning independently. Children also benefit from the simple act of being outdoors. It promotes mental and moral fitness, communication skills, and social interactions, among other aspects. According to research, ‘Connecting with nature makes children feel like they are a part of the environment,' says one expert. ‘Just getting outdoors in nature is soothing, as shown by how children act’ (Heritage College p.2). 
‘A whole-school attitude to food extends beyond classroom and lunchtime. A positive school food culture encourages children to cultivate better eating habits, allowing them to live happier, longer lives’ (Dimblebly and Vincent, 2013, p.13).
Following on from this, Coed Y Bryn school is a healthy eating school. We want our children in the school to have a healthy and positive attitude to food. In 2009 the National Assembly Wales wanted all schools across Wales to become healthy eating schools, as there had been concerns about the amount of overweight or obese children and the effect this has on health and well-being, especially in terms of reducing health disparities. A poor diet is a significant contributor. Food and drink offered in schools will help to provide children and young people with a nutritious balanced diet and encourage them to cultivate healthier eating habits (Welsh Government, 2014).





Assessment 
Children in Wales continue to be tested in schools from year one until year nine (age seven to fourteen). These tests, provided by the National Reading and Numeracy Testing, assist schools across Wales in gaining a better understanding of children's progress and development. However, not all children show their true ability in these tests as children can feel very pressured during these times. In Coed Y Bryn school we will be observing children in all subjects. Drake (2006) states that observation is important for understanding young children as learners and for learning more about them as individuals. It is an essential component of the evaluation and preparation period, as well as a solid foundation for reflection. Drake (2006) continues to explain how observation entails watching children's movements, attitudes, motions, and behaviours, as well as listening to their conversations and experiences. Often it is joining in on their games or chats, and other times it is about posing and answering queries. It often necessitates a compassionate and respectful approach to children's play, as well as an openness to the individual's learning agenda (Drake, 2006). Observing can be done in a group of children or single child to see how children play and communicate together (Welsh Government, 2008). We as a school do not want to stress or put any pressure on children that is unnecessary, as they should enjoy their time at school and not worry about any tests that they have to sit at a table and in silence (Dowshen, 2021).
In Coed Y Bryn school the teachers will be looking and observing children in all activities and tasks they will be do doing. This method is less stressful for everyone in the school as children will be doing fun and enjoyable activities while the teacher will be able to observe and get the results on how their children in their class are developing and learning during the term and in the long term, during the year. This links to Bandura’s (1977) social theory as it emphasizes the significance of observing, modelling, and imitating other people's habits, personalities, and emotional reactions. Social learning theory takes into account how environmental and cognitive influences work to affect human learning and behaviour (Dr Kurt, 2020). Dr Kurt’s studies showed us how children watching adults were violent toward a doll. After seeing this action, the children were given dolls to play with. Do you have any idea how they played with the dolls? You are right. They imitated the violent behaviour they had seen earlier (Dr Kurt, 2020). It is vital that teacher’s working with children have an awareness of child development and child needs. Practitioners should be able to prepare a more effective program that promotes children's success based on individual interests by closely monitoring children to note their growth, involvement, and happiness, as well as reflecting on the achievement of predetermined outcomes (Welsh Government, 2008).  It is important to note all that is learned, but it is also important to use the related knowledge and judgments about children's progress and notable milestones in future planning. Data and knowledge collected when studying children are valuable tools in creating a full image of the children (Welsh Government, 2008).
















School structures
At Coed Y Bryn school the learning day will be six hours however, it is very different to other schools, as your children will spend most of their day outside in our outdoor classroom, exploring, enjoying and having fun, whilst still learning and developing many different skills. Whilst the children are in the classroom for half hour in the morning, this time will be spend asking questions about what they would like to do doing that day or week as Coed Y Bryn is a child-centred, forward thinking school. 
The school day will start at 9:00am in the morning, whereby children will be able to come in at 8:30am for breakfast club. All children within Coed y Bryn school will be entitled to Breakfast club. We at Coed Y Bryn school want all children to be able to have breakfast in school if they choose to do so. The Welsh Government launched free Breakfast Initiative in primary schools in September 2004. The initiative's goal was to ‘help children develop their health and concentration, as well as to help raise literacy and achievement standards’ (Welsh Government, 2014 p. 6).  When breakfast club is finished, all children would then go to their classrooms where the class teacher would take  the register. In a school setting is it vital for teachers to take a register to see how many  children are in school and how many children are off. The register should be done every day once in the morning and once in the afternoon. This is also to protect the children and the teacher in case of an emergency. 
After the register has been taken depending on the weather, the children will have to change into the appropriate clothing for the day. The class teacher would tell the children to go outside into their chosen groups. For different terms there will be different topics, e.g. learning about the weather, animals and the world so the group names would be something to do with the topic, e.g. Sun, Rain, Snow and Wind. The children would then have a ten-minute break to have a snack, go to the toilet and play and talk to friends or siblings from other classrooms.  During the ten-minute break the teacher would set up the next task or activity for the children to complete before lunch time. During Lunch time the whole school would be together eating either their packed lunch or school dinners. There will be two choices for the children to choose from. Both choices would be healthy options as Coed Y Bryn school is a healthy eating school. Children in the school say they enjoy lunch  time as they have a choice of food and they are able to sit by whoever they want. 
After lunch the children would go back to class and the class teacher would take the register and ask how everyone’s day is going so far, to see if the children are enjoying or not. It is very important for all the children in Coed Y Bryn school to be happy and enjoy their time throughout the day. During this reflection period of the day, the children have time to wind down after lunch and then are able to get back to their task or activities. We promote children to ask and let us as teachers know if they want to change anything they do not like about the day or their learning experience or tell someone they trust if they are worried about anything. The afternoon is filled with fun activities down by the stream and wooded area looking for different insects and living things (mini beats). Just before home time the children would change back into their school uniform and wash their hands, ready to see their parents, grandparent or guardians. 














Uniform 
Children in Coed Y Bryn school come to school in their uniform which is 
Girls: 
· Green Polo shirt/Jumper 
· Black trousers or skirt
· Black tights or white socks 
· Black shoes 
Boys: 
· Green Polo shirt/Jumper 
· Black trousers or shorts 
· Black shoes 
As we are a Forest school, we provide the children with other appropriate clothing for all kinds of weather e.g. Wellingtons, waterproofs, hats winter and summer, scarves and gloves. These will be given to the children at the start of term, so every child has all the appropriate clothing that is necessary. For outdoor activities 








Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is extremely important in Coed Y  Bryn school, all staff in the school are first aid trained and get updated when necessary. Even though we promote outdoor learning, our outdoor environment is secure as only children, school staff and pre-organised visitors will be able to gain access to our provision. All school staff and visitors have to be screened by Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS); this check is to see if anyone has had a criminal record. It is an Ofsted prerequisite and a legal requirement to prohibit unsuitable applicants from engaging with children in any way. Ofsted actively tracks recruiting processes in schools across the United Kingdom to ensure that only DBS teachers and volunteers are hired. This is critical for student safety and well-being (Griffiths, 2018). The Education Act of 2002 requires schools – including nurseries, early years, and higher education services to make plans to safeguard and support the health of children. Furthermore, the educational standards board Ofsted promotes safeguarding during every inspection (Collier, 2018).















Conclusion 
We at Coed Y Bryn school want and hope to give your children a different but fun and enjoyable way of learning in the outdoor environment. We want to see all kinds of children with different abilities and a range of backgrounds come through our doors and want to study with us. The main goal of our school is to enjoy and have fun, whilst still learning all necessary milestones and aims of the curriculum. We want children to leave Coed Y Bryn school with lots of memorable memories as we provide many different opportunities other schools may not give their children. In every way possible we will let your children learn and develop their skills in their own way, as every child is different. 
‘The best classroom and richest classroom are roofed only by the sky’ (Mc Millan, 1925). 
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