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Terms of Reference
Requested by Christian Felices. This report includes the tasks required for the e-portfolio, including the importance of academic writing, critical writing, and a sense of place and identity. This work was written by me and submitted on 23.07.2023








1. Introduction

This portfolio report aims to demonstrate my aptitude for critical analysis, communication, and academic writing. This evaluation consists of four distinct tasks, each with a header and an explanation for adding every part. I will be able to define academic writing according to the rules and directions of this examination; then, I will be able to verify the similarity index and indicate how I may decrease the similarity score in the future. As I define critical analysis, I'll also point out how it helps produce better-quality work.



2. Academic Writing


2.1. Explanation for inclusion of this section Including the Academic Writing part in this e-portfolio document is important since it points out the value of this skill in colleges, universities, and other fields. According to Silvia (2018), academic writing is a   tool for creating, gathering, communicating, evaluating, revitalising, teaching, and gaining information and beliefs in certain academic subjects. Mastering a specific field and succeeding in academia both depend on one's ability to adopt an academic style. The ability to write academically offers benefits, including authority, influence, and autonomy increasing   knowledge, developing one’s own identity, participating in  disciplinary  approaches, social standing, and career advancement

2.2 Definition of Academic Writing As the main method of communication for learners, instructors, and scholars at higher education institutions, academic writing is a formal writing style. Additionally, it is occasionally necessary for some high school courses (Menghini, 2017). In its simplest form, academic writing includes all written work done for educational objectives. It entails having an organised interaction with other people instead of casual communication. Although expressing personal opinions is a part of academic writing, these ideas must be offered in response to the views of others. This requires thorough elaboration, solid support, logical organisation, rigorous reasoning, and harmonious integration. There are several academic writing genres because they have different functions in academic contexts. Some examples of these genres are reading analyses, evaluations of books, persuasive papers, literature reviews, empirical studies articles, grant applications, conference abstracts, comments, memos, and other text forms (Aluas et al., 2017). Each genre has a unique objective, a defined organisational scheme, and distinctive language traits.

2.3. Importance of Academic Writing has significant importance in an individual's professional and career life. Writing proficiency is highly valued across a wide range of professions, and for most employers, it ranks second only to leadership and collaboration skills on the list of highly coveted talents. Most companies actively look for applicants with excellent written communication abilities. Professional academic writers excel in clearly expressing facts on a specific subject, ensuring readers thoroughly comprehend the issue at hand.   In addition, the importance of academic writing for creating business strategies and communicating in the business eats in upholding important tenets and goals, including its efficiency (Sicat and Ed, 2015). These include formulating a clear and well-structured paper structure, highlighting the paper's goals, and outlining a strong case supported by solid evidence and data. These elements are essential for creating an effective company strategy and stating a firm stance. Writing has become a highly desired ability in the workplace, which aligns with the expanding prominence of science, technology, and engineering in the educational system. Whatever their line of work, professionals are expected to be capable academic writers since it demonstrates to their audience, customers, and employers that they are knowledgeable and skilled in the related goods and services (Partridge and   Starfield,   2020).   Effective writing skills strengthen one's-professional reputation and improve future chances, making them important soft skills. To be a good leader, one must supervise, coordinate, support, and provide the team members with honest feedback. Writing well is a flexible skill that may be used for various tasks that advance one's job and personal growth.   In   addition   to   improving   employment   opportunities, effective   writing encourages   professional   development   and   offers   invaluable   exposure   and experience   in any organisation or business area.









2.4 Similarity Index
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The report I wrote has a similarity score of 2%. Although it is not considered high, I aim to lower it to 0% or only 1%. To do this, it is essential to use a flawless Turnitin strategy that entails writing the entire document's content from the start. This calls for a substantial investigation to obtain the facts and information for my article. I can do this by researching different sources, both offline and online, and compiling the information to create a coherent grasp of the subject matter I want to write about. I should emphasise using conventional information sources, such as books from the library.



3. Importance of Critical Analysis


3.1 Explanation for inclusion of this section
This section's crucial contribution to encouraging critical analysis serves as a rationale for its
inclusion   in the  portfolio   report.  According  to   Janks   (2014),   understanding, evaluating,   and

This section's crucial contribution to encouraging critical analysis serves as a rationale for its inclusion in the portfolio report.  According to   Janks (2014), understanding, evaluating, and carefully examining the data, concepts, and claims within one's particular field of study are all made possible through critical analysis. Engaging in critical analysis gives people a better comprehension and clarity about the problems and information they run across. In addition, the ongoing discussion, debate, and development of ideas are essential to academic fields. As a result, critical analysis is essential to the continuation and development of all fields of study.

3.2 Definition of critical analysis

Critical analysis" is a highly valued skill in many facets of academic work. According to VanDijk (2015), critical analysis methodically and logically disassembles material when reading, writing, and listening. It includes venturing into the worlds of judgement, critique, and hypothesis and going beyond simple description and analysis. While criticism is encouraged, it is essential that opinions expressed be well-informed and solidly grounded in considerable reading and study. The critical analysis explores the worlds of analysis and assessment in addition to the topic's surface-level portrayal. It fits with a "deep approach" to learning, where newly learned material is inked to previously understood material. Additionally, the process involves investigating theoretical notions and concepts, contrasting other points of view, and identifying potential consequences by testing one's comprehension. Additionally, it's crucial to know the difference between argument and evidence (Abrami et al.,   2015).   This entails challenging presumptions, spotting generalisations, and finding biases in the data gleaned from the information presented in various media. Critical thinking enables people to connect enormous and disparate collections of knowledge, facilitating the synthesis of well-informed thoughts.

3.3 Demonstrate an understanding of critical analysis and how it enhances the quality of work produced.

Critical analysis requires the ability to reason logically and objectively without being influenced by one's own prejudices, feelings, or views. Instead of depending on established procedures or blindly following instructions, it entails using the information to make informed judgements. While taking the easy way out and believing whatever you are told may be tempting, critical thinking takes time and work. Negative habits can be formed due to failing to properly analyse motivations underlying choices and actions.
Critical analysis equips people to make accurate assessments based on the best data available, which is essential for delivering high-quality work (Azzopardi and Nash, 2014). Critical analysis helps avoid biases and manipulations that might skew how individuals perceive the world. It allows them to objectively analyse information and separate credible and unreliable sources.
Critical analysis also offers a thorough knowledge of issues by considering various viewpoints.   This larger perspective aids in determining the best and most appropriate answers. We find hidden insights and potential dangers that may have been missed through careful investigation.
Critical analysis is crucial to determining the reliability of sources of information during the research process (Ekbia et al., 2015). Not all sources may be regarded as accurate, dependable, or suited to our requirements. We can ensure the information we rely on is reliable and topical by critically assessing the authority, precision, reliability, accuracy, and coverage of information sources. The dependability and quality of sources might differ greatly between print and online sources. By engaging in critical analysis, we may explore the wide information landscape and find the most dependable and pertinent sources for our papers or projects. We can avoid the traps of disinformation and ensure that our work is supported by correct and reliable information by critically analysing information sources.


4. Video on Sense of Place and Identity

https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/2223775_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Presentation.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=lWBUQn


5. Conclusion



This portfolio report stresses the value of critical analysis for insightful thought and better decision-making, and the necessity of academic writing. Academic writing is crucial for professional success in addition to its value in education. As a result of the requirement for business reports for their organisations and goods, many employers favour those who excel in academic writing. Critical analysis is also a crucial talent for accurate evaluations, assessments, and information comprehension. Because this talent is essential for decision-making inside the company, and companies place a high value on possessing critical analytical skills in job candidates.
Additionally, the paper examined the similarity score and suggested improvements for the future, highlighting the value of generating original content rather than plagiarising other people's work. In conclusion, these skills improve one's capacity for successful communication and support intellectual and personal development. As a result, the study emphasises the importance of acquiring these skills to further one's professional development.
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