Principles of Learning and Teaching 

‘Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I learn.’ Benjamin Franklin
Within this assignment I will be exploring three Educational theorists, looking into how their theories have influenced and are implemented into Education today.
I will be focussing on how this is delivered through my Additional Learning Needs setting. My intention is to draw upon the link between these theoretical ways of learning and the impact this has on both professional teaching and teaching assistant support maintaining the best possible learning environment for that child. 
Throughout my course we have had the opportunity to explore many theorists, one of which, Bruner, was apparent in my setting. My aim is to bring to light the impact of his theory. However, we generally use a variety of theorists and methods to ensure an all rounded learning environment. This was apparent through this assignments journey.
My setting consists of seven students ranging in ability from Profound and Multiple Learning disorder to Additional Learning Needs. Staffing ranges from four Teaching Assistants and a class Teacher. Each pupil has specific needs that have to be met, both educationally and medically on a daily basis. This requiring a high level of structure and focus throughout the day.
Bruner (1915-2016) generated a scaffolding theory on how a child learns.
Pupils learn from experts by building on what they already know, each learners background shapes how he/she learns. How children learn and think derives directly from the culture around them, but that of a child perceives things much differently than an adult. Children learn from building on what they already know to what they need to know with the help of adults. Dellisola, E. and DeCara, F.
This is such an important area within my setting as all the pupil’s backgrounds have significant impact on their cognitive ability. Through Bruners scaffolding and theory children require the ongoing support and help from the support staff and class teacher to succeed and become independent learners. 
My setting supports Bruner’s theory, pupils are given guidance and support within all aspects. Predominantly, within life skills the TA and teacher have the knowledge and understanding on food preparation, it is demonstrated to the pupils on a one to one basis using visual and sensory (touching) methods. The pupil is then guided to attempt the food preparation themselves; continuing support is given and the scaffolding theory in practice is demonstrated, again by the TA showing and aiding the pupil in using utensils. The pupil then feels they are able to complete a task set independently and confidently. Bruner’s scaffolding theory is continually repeated on a daily basis in order to support the pupils independent learning.
Vygotsky’s idea of Zone Proximal Development (ZPD) supports Bruner’s theory of scaffolding, enabling a pupil learning by aiding with visual, verbal guides and resources.
ZPD or Zone of Proximal Development is the area where the childs knowledge and understanding, aided in by the help of others, whether this is by a more competent adult or other peers. The child is on the edge of their capabilities, this is known as scaffolding. 
I love it when we have sign along sessions, I can learn more because Miss shows me and my friends over and over again. (Quote by pupil A, 2020) 
For Vygotsky, sociocultural development occurs in the so called ‘zone of proximal development’ (ZPD) of working with the more knowledgeable peer or adult or just working in a culturally advanced  (for the adult) activity (Vygotsky, 1978). In the zone of proximal development, using Cazden’s (Cazden, 1992) formulation, performance (i.e., the child’s participation in a sociocultural activity) goes before competence (i.e., the child’s full understanding of the activity). Hayes, R. Matusov, E. (200)
Vygotsky’s theory states that children learn through social interaction, being of a part of a community, using symbolic tools with other people becoming part of their culture. Social constructivism allows the learning to take place, how a child acts in school, on the yard, with friends, a sibling and a teacher. 
Many of the activities that pupils participate within my ALN classroom require the strategy of role play, and learn through play, schemes such as talk about, this emphasises Vygotsky’s social constructive development, role play is seen by pupils as observation, participation and recollection. Pupils see the TA or teacher in act, the task of how to appropriately react to a situation, whether it be circle time, waiting for their turn on group work and sharing equipment. Pupils learn through the interaction of these activities. As Gnocu and Becker (Gnocu and Becker 1992) correctly pointed out for Vygotsky, not only, more capable partner in a joint activity but also the activity itself can produce a ZPD for a child (eg: play for foundation phase).
Vygotsky’s theory in my setting is fundamental, pupils rely on the interaction and is highlighted as one of the three main views of learning by the Institute of Education. 
Learning is building knowledge as part of doing things with others, and echoes Vygostky’s theory.
One of the fundamental areas and impacts within my classroom is pupil’s behaviour. We often have to address certain behaviourisms, that have been affected by social and environmental (external factors), in certain pupils, and apply strategies based on behaviour support plans, which looks at positive behaviour, reward systems and reward charts.
Skinner (1904-1990) theorised behaviourisms, his approach was one of operant conditioning, a method of learning when rewarding or punishing of a behaviour. A strategy that we utilise within my ALN setting is a visual reward chart, whereby the pupils gain merits for good behaviour, good work ethic, sharing and being kind. This in Skinners theory is regarded as re-enforcement.
The closer you implement a reinforcer to a behaviour, the greater the chance of changing behaviour. (Skinner, 1993)
The exploration of these theorists and their theories, although many out of date, are still being implemented and echoed through education. My setting environment needs to be highly structured in order for the pupils to construct their own knowledge and meaning from their own experiences. Many pupils within my classroom setting are unable to recall, recollect or retain many of their experiences. This is where it is so important to understand and implement the different  theories of learning in order to best support these individuals in their learning journey. However, each pupil is individual and not just one theorist and theory works, it is a combination of many, creating the pupil’s individual plan and being able to put that into practice, creating a powerful impact. 
Where as I know this is the part I need to conclude and summarise my findings it must be pointed out that there are further more theorists such as Dewey, Piaget and Froebel that have greatly contributed to the way learning is implemented in education today. 
With the educational future set to change in Wales with the implementation of the new curriculum and the Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act (2018), it highlights the reason to explore the way in which we learn and how we intend to deliver and support pupil’s in the way they learn. An opportunity to reflect on how learning is possible now and how this has impacted pupil’s knowledge, skills, understanding, this assignment gave that opportunity and through it allowed the exploration of educational theories. It was astonishing to realise that theories that were started back in the 1920 and 1950’s by theorists such as Vygotsky, Bruner, Skinner and Piaget are still being reinforced and utilised in today’s curriculum. With this being said, has it had an impact? From my setting which is ALN based, it is evident that we need to continually reflect on the way that the learners learn and from their point of view. My question which could lead to further discussion is, is the utilisation of these theories being diluted in the manner they were designed to or is it being misunderstood resulting in non-active learners?  
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