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Part 1  

The Graphic Shape Introduction



Part 1  The Graphic Shape Introduction

The Oracle bone script  
in Shang Dynasty

“Jue”(絕）

“Si” (絲）  
Silk

“Dao” (刀）  
Knife

《說文解字》：「斷絲也。从糸从刀从卪。」

< S h u w e n  j i e z i > y a n j i u  y u  y i n y o n g  p i n g t a i  《說文解字》研究與應用平台，
<https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/#/zitou?content=%E7%B5%B6&jstj=1&inC=0>[accessed 14 Nov 2025].

Xiaoxue Tang 小學堂，<https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/>[accessed 14 Nov 2025].



Part 1  The Graphic Shape Introduction

 The Graphic Shape Evolution

Oracle Bones 
Script

Bronzeware
  Script

Clerical  
Script

Small Seal 
Script

Regular 
Script

Shang Dynasty Warring States Period Eastern Han Dynasty Eastern Han Dynasty Eastern Han Dynasty
 to present

1600BCE 25CE

Time

Xiaoxue Tang 小學堂，<https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/>[accessed 14 Nov 2025].
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Part 2 
The Variety of Meanings



Jiaoyubu chongxiu guoyu cidian xiudingben 教育部重編國語辭典修訂本,
<https://dict.revised.moe.edu.tw/search.jsp?md=1>[accessed 14 Nov 2025].



https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/scissors_1185409?term=cut+off&related_id=11854098[accessed 14 Nov 2025].

 Part 2 The Variety of Meanings

“Jue”(絕)

To cut off a 
silk thread 

“Jue”(絕)

To cut off... 
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“Jue”(絕)

To cut off... 

 Part 2 The Variety of Meanings

Ao Shicui 敖世翠, ‘Yuanxing fanchou lilun dui yici duoyi xianxiang de jieshi’ 原型范畴理论对一词多义现象的解释, Hubei daxue xuebao (Zhexue shehui kexue ban)湖北大学学报(哲学社会科学版) 04 (2006), 508-510.

Prototype theory

https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/scissors_1185409?term=cut+off&related_id=11854099[accessed 14 Nov 2025].
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“Jue”(絕)
To cut off

Separateness
（分離性）

Finality
(終止性)

To refuse /to decline（回拒、不接受）
如：拒絕、謝絕

To stop /to cease(停止)

如：杜絕 、滔滔不絕

 To exhaust(竭盡、完畢) 
如：氣絕而死

To have no descendants(沒有後代)
如：絕後、絕子

Extremeness
(極端性)

Utterly devoid of /hopeless
（絲毫沒有、毫無希望）

如：絕路、絕處

 Part 2 The Variety of Meanings



11

Extremeness
(極端性)

Definitely /absolutely
（必定、鐵定 ）

如：絕不延期、絕不通融

Ruthlessly /without mercy
(冷酷、做事不留餘地)

如：這件事，他做的太絕了！

Exceptional /unique（卓越、獨一無二）
如：絕技、絕響

Extremely /exceedingly（極、甚）
如：絕妙好辭

 Part 2 The Variety of Meanings
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Part 3 

A new pragmatic phenomenon



<a href="https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/first-class" title="first class icons">First class icons created by 
Three musketeers - Flaticon</a>13[accessed 14 Nov 2025].
<a href="https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/hate" title="hate icons">Hate icons created by xnimrodx - 
Flaticon</a>[accessed 14 Nov 2025].

• 「絕了」

•  It can mean "excellent" for praise, or "terrible" for sarcasm.

• E.g.:

     這款蛋糕也太絕了，口感細膩還不膩。

     絕了！他面對這麼大的挑戰還這麼從容。

     他居然真的做到了，這波操作真絕了！     

     他連這麼簡單的題都不會，還敢說自己復習好了，真是太絕了！

     他這麼不負責任！太絕了！

Part 3  A new pragmatic phenomenon

• The most

• Rapidly generalized
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• From "Jue(絕） + Adj" (e.g., " 絕美") to "Jue（絕） + Le (了)" 

• From concrete to abstract

• No longer limited to degree description

• Subjective emotion expression

• Other internet term related to "Jue (绝)"

• 「絕絕子」

• Examine the differences 

Part 3  A new pragmatic phenomenon
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Part 4 

Conclusion
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Part 4 conclusion

• Multi-layers and multi-directions

•  A hybrid mode 

      Dominated by radiation and supplemented by serial progression

• Semantic extension relationship：

      From the concrete to the abstract 

      From cause to effect

• From degree adverb to generalized term
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