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The central theme of this supporting paper is to demonstrate what the Brixton Riots were and why did they occur. The insights of where they happened, what was the trigger for the riots to happen and how they escalated will be investigated. Furthermore, the incidents that occurred before the riots between police and the citizens will be examined to see whether the reason behind the riot was due to the way police treated people in communities. Finally in conclusion insight into whether there have been major changes since the Brixton Riots will be looked into. 

Black British youth and white British Metropolitan police engaged in widespread racial altercations during the first significant riots of the 20th century in England, which took place in Brixton in 1981.Tension between black youths and Metropolitan police in Brixton, London, leading up to the riots, was the initial cause of the disturbances. Black adolescents and metropolitan police conflict led to riots that ravaged Brixton, London, during the week of April 10–12, 1981 (Brenton, 2010). 
On April 10th, 1981, there were rumours of police violence against a black man which caused a significant crowd to confront police for many hours. However, an arrest the next night led to violence breaking out in Brixton's streets. As a result, this historic event became known as the Brixton Riots (News, 2021). 
Brixton saw a rise in Commonwealth migration following World War II, particularly with the arrival of the Empire Windrush in 1948. The region attracted migrants because of the reasonably priced property that was available. In the late 1970s, Brixton's urban decline started, and by 1981, 55% of black males under the age of 19 were unemployed. Lord Scarman claimed that there was widespread dissatisfaction when this was combined with racial discrimination (Peplow, 2019). 

Operation Swamp had been planned to take place in the first couple of days of April 1981. It was to begin on April 6 and conclude on April 11. Every day from 2 p.m. until 11 p.m. one hundred plainclothes officers patrolled particular parts of the city (Mohdin, 2021).
 During Operation Swamp in 1981, 150 plain clothes police officers performed 1500 stops and 150 arrests, which was the direct cause of the Brixton riots (Jefferson, 2011). 

On Friday 10 April 1981, a small group of black young men chased after a young black youngster through Brixton. Upon observing the young child's wounded abdomen following their collision, the police officer became aware that the boy had sustained injuries. A group of boys immediately surrounded the PC and called for the youngster to be let free. In the confusion, the young boy managed to escape. After a protracted chase across the neighbourhood, he was placed in a cab that was going to the hospital, however, the police stopped it, removed him, and dialled an ambulance out of concern that he may die in the cab.
 While they waited for an ambulance, police officers performed first aid, but Black community members soon encircled them, fearing that they were not providing sufficient medical attention by not calling the ambulance. Later, the crowds dispersed, but not before six arrests and six injuries were reported to the police due to young people who were upset and began throwing bottles at them (Jackson, 2015). 
Overnight the police activity in the Brixton area raised, with police patrolling the streets all night. This resulted in three police vehicles and eighty-four police officers patrolling the streets by Saturday afternoon. Tensions in the area grew as a result of the increased police presence (O, 2011)
On Saturday, April 11, two police officers detained a young black cab driver. Missiles were hurled at a police van as it drove away. The worst rioting day commenced as a result of the deployment of additional police officers to helps tackle the crowds. Young white men had joined the rioting group, which was primarily made up of young black men. Bricks, bottles, and petrol bombs were thrown, crowds started overturning police cars and setting them on fire, as well as private vehicles. Additionally, bars, retail establishments, and commercial premises were attacked (Brenton, 2010). 
Over 300 individuals sustained injuries on this day, which also is estimated to have caused £7.5 million in damage. It led to fires that destroyed a large number of vehicles, including 56 police cars, damaged nearly 150 buildings, 30 of which were completely destroyed, and looted numerous stores. This resulted in 82 people being taken into custody after the incident, which involved an estimated 5,000 people. On Sunday more disturbances took place, although attacks against the police were less severe (Lee, 2023). 

As a result of the 1981 Brixton riots, the UK Government commissioned the Scarman report. Based on the report's conclusions, multiple political, social, and economic factors contributed to violence during protests. Instead of being premeditated, the disorders were caused by specific past events that led to a furious outburst. According to Lord Scarman, there is an urgent need to address the issue of racial disadvantage in British society. Racial discrimination and disadvantage still exist in Britain, despite the absence of institutional racism. Even though Brixton had a significant racial component, Lord Scarman concludes that there was no racial riot (Cook, 2021). 
Lord Scarman's recommendations became law by the Police and Criminal Evidence (PACE) Act of 1984. This act established the Police Complaints Authority, a code of conduct for police officers, and the legal foundation for many of the current police stop and search powers (Anon., 2022). 

Overall, while progress has been made since the Brixton riots, it is important to remember that the fight against systematic injustice never ends, and United Kingdom continuously faces many of the same challenges, that have been faced for decades. Inevitably, Brixton riots and other similar events continue to shape public discord and actions and helps to understand how and why something needs to be done for a fairer society, which can be achieved by continues reviews of the way police use their powers, which will show whether they are practiced correctly. 
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