Blaenavon  
Within the town of Blaenavon, the community is and was extremely tight knit, especially during the industrial revolution. The Working men’s club was the hub of the town and the workers from the ironworks would regularly visit the working men’s club to socialise and relax. During celebratory times the community would come together and celebrate as a collective. The community would also come together in times of sadness to grieve over the loss of a member of their community. Another example of the town’s collectiveness is that mothers would often look after the other people’s children whilst their parents weren’t able to care for them, this would be a regular occurrence as working days would be long and hard and thus children would need a responsible adult to care for them whilst their parents were not at home.  
The ironworks attracted thousands of people from all over the UK in search of work and a livelihood and at its peak, Blaenavon had a population of 12,469 which was recorded in 1921 (Blaenavon Town Council). In 1801 the population was recorded at 1,469 and increased year on year up until its peak in 1921, (Vision of Britain, n.d.). The population now stands at 6,043 which is less than half compared to its peak in 1921, (city population, 2020). To accommodate all these extra inhabitants and workers housing was built next to the ironworks which made it very convenient for the workers to get to and from work, however, this convenience came at a price, living so close to the ironworks had many negative effects on the health of the workers that lived nearby.  
The living conditions of those living next to the ironworks would have been extremely poor with all the smog and noise being released from the ironworks. Smog is a form of fog that is constructed of a mixture of harmful pollutants. It occurs due to air pollution and makes breathing extremely difficult and can cause bronchial diseases which have been the cause of many deaths. Heavy smog also reduces the amount of UV radiation created which in turn lowers the production of vitamin D which can cause rickets, a skeletal disorder that weakens bones in children. Smog irritates within the eyes and lead to long terms health problems such as lung cancer and pneumonia and with the lack of medicine available during these times deaths due to these illnesses were common and the life expectancy in Britain in 1841 was 40.2 years old for a male and 42.2 years old for a female, (Office for National Statistics, 2015). This in comparison to the life expectancy now is astonishing, for males, the average life expectancy is 88 years old and for females, it is 90 years old which is more than double that of people in the 19th century, (Office for National Statistics, 2020). 
In 1788 Lord Abergavenny leased the common lands to Thomas, Hill, Thomas Hopkins, and Benjamin prat who later decided to build a major new ironworks on the land which was the first of its kind in Wales. The area surrounding Blaenavon was rich in minerals and subsequently, the land was used for mining after the construction of the ironworks after the 12,000 acres of land was purchased by industrialists from the West Midlands, (The Blaenavon Story - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, 2020). This was the location whereby Sidney Gilchrist managed to perfect the process of mining stell from iron. Once the first three furnaces were created, annually they produced 5,400 tonnes of iron which made Blaenavon one of the biggest producers of pig iron worldwide, (Blaenavon Historical Processes, Themes, and Background, n.d.). In 1805 and 1810 two more furnaces were built that totalled five furnaces that produced over 14,000 tonnes of pig iron annually at their peak in 1812, along with the two new furnaces another engine room was constructed. (The Blaenavon Story - Blaenavon World Heritage Site, 2020). In 1860 the sixth and final blast furnace was constructed, each of these furnaces was constructed of stone and brick on a square plan, (Blaenavon Historical Processes, Themes, and Background, n.d.). They were able to produce such large amounts of pig iron due to the advanced technology that was being used at the ironworks and the surrounding area. These furnaces were state of the art at the time and they used the most up to date practices, rather than using waterpower they used steam power to operate the bellows of the furnaces, (Blaenavon Historical Processes, Themes, and Background, n.d.). within the furnaces themselves a process called “throat armouring” was being used, this was a method whereby strips of iron directed material into the centre of the furnace protecting the walls of the furnace, (Blaenavon Historical Processes, Themes, and Background, n.d.). Another example of the advanced technology that was used at the Ironworks was the stone bridge, it had winding gears on which a pulley was mounted, and two cages were linked to it which each had a water tank, by pumping or removing water they were able to control whether the cages would elevate or lower, these could be used to carry people or materials, (Blaenavon Historical Processes, Themes, and Background, n.d.). Blaenavon was the highest exporter of pig iron compared to anywhere else in the world. (de Bruxelles, 2001). Networks of canals and primitive railways played a huge part in their success between the 1780s and the 1830s. The canals acted as a link between the town and the sea in Newport which then, in turn, allowed the pig iron and steel to be transported nationally and even internationally. At the start of the 20th century, Blaenavon ironworks faced a rapid decline, this was largely down to fierce competition from other iron works located nearer the coastline which meant it was easier for the goods to be transported by boat. (de Bruxelles, 2001). Blaenavon was also home to Big pit, one of the most famous collieries in the UK. It was sunk to 200ft in 1860 and then to 300ft in 1880. Big pit provided jobs for over 1300 men and the coal was shipped all over the world for many different uses. Big pit eventually closed in 1980 which caused 250 job losses and Big pit has subsequently been transformed into a museum. (Big Pit: A brief history, 2020). At its peak, Wales produced 57,000,000 tones of coal per year and a big pit was at the heart of it.  
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