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1. Provisional Title of Project:

A comparison between quality and cost of traditional and prefabricated timber frame construction in South Wales.


2. Overview What is the work going to be about?

The project will be a comparison between the quality and cost of traditional and prefabricated timber frame construction in South Wales.  Many housing developers prefer using prefabricated timber frame due to the speed of construction, but is quality compromised because of this?  This dissertation will examine and compare both construction types and determine whether quality is compromised to help the developers build quicker.


3. Aims and Objectives, Hypotheses to be tested, questions to answer, etc.:

The hypotheses would be that “Is quality compromised to help speed up the construction process when using timber frame construction?”.  The aim of the project is therefore to prove whether quality is, or is not compromised in order to speed up the construction process in South Wales.  The objectives will be:
· To find from literature the qualities that prefabricated timber frame and traditional construction methods can deliver.
· Prove that there are statistical differences between people’s views on which construction method is preferred and why.

4. Research Methodology(ies) and Justification:

To gather information for this project questionnaires will be sent out to people working first hand in both construction methods to find out their views.  These questionnaires will be designed in a quantitative way so that they can be collated easily.  Also, secondary data will be used from government documents and research journals 


5. Chapters:

Chapter 1  Introduction

Chapter 2  Literature Review

Chapter 3  Methodology

Chapter 4  Results

Chapter 5  Discussion

Chapter 6  Conclusion


6. Primary Research (e.g. Interviews, Questionnaires etc.):

A mixture of both qualitative and quantitative data is going to be collected, this is because purely qualitative data would be too time consuming to analyse in the time given. The research approach is going to be a survey because of the need to collect the opinions of enough people.  With the time restrictions interviewing enough people would not be possible.  A questionnaire would be the best way to collect sufficient data for this research (Naoum 1998).  The qualitative data can be collected by obtaining a sample of people’s opinions from contracts using partnering.  The questions within the questionnaire are indirectly asking about factors affecting success of the partnering project.  The questionnaire consists of closed questions to increase the value of the answers to the researcher, the respondents, grade their answers.  This form of question is driven by the fact that the author is studying full time and therefore there is a short time period in which to collect this data and also analysis is made easier if the respondents are not answering freely.  The questionnaire has been written however with both negative and positive statements so that the respondent will find it much harder to try to give an answer they think that the researcher wants.  The title of the dissertation is also not given to them only the topic area, for the same reason.  The questionnaire will be tested first to check its comprehension and revised before the final questionnaire is sent out.  The questionnaire is coded on top so that only the author is aware of who has completed the questionnaire.  A letter that will be sent out with the questionnaire, assuring them of anonymity.  The questionnaires will be sent to the relevant people via the post or E mail as they prefer.  The questionnaires will be sent to a range of people working on different types of projects.  To answer the question “Is quality compromised to help speed up the construction process when using timber frame construction?” it is important to target the right audience.  Therefore selective sampling will be carried out.  About twenty questionnaires will be sent out.  Questionnaires are not always returned; therefore to try to increase the chance of more returns the author will personally collect the questionnaires at a prearranged date.  The projects to be questioned are new housing developments in South Wales.  .  If the data received from this questionnaire is incomplete because the questionnaire does not allow the respondent to expand on their answers then the author will arrange to interview a selection of people from each of the projects to further analyse their views on successful partnering.


7. Other References/Sources of Information:

Journals and guides on partnering published by government organizations etc and text books. 


8. Any other information you wish to include which has not been covered already:
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