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[bookmark: _Toc155818375]Introduction

In his research into the construction industry, Matt Lamy scrutinizes the impacts of recessions, ranging from safety concerns to mental health challenges, and potential support. This critique will explore the findings of this article while commenting on the author's credibility, sources, suitability, and suggesting potential improvements.

[bookmark: _Toc155818376]Description

1. [bookmark: _Toc155818377]Introduction
The article begins by casting light on the Grenfell Tower incident by demonstrating the serious implications that were seen by the choice of an alternative cladding specification to the original specification. This decision, which was primarily driven to reduce costs, paid a huge price on the safety and purpose of a building design.
Lamy then transitions to the current projected recession. He sets the scene clearly using statistics from the UK’s Office for National Statistics to highlight the past, immediate and expected impacts of a future recession. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc155818378]Mental Health and Economic Decline
Lamy then addresses the most pressing issues which recession has shown a correlation with. Supported by the BMC Public Health Journal, he finds a clear link between economic decline and mental problems such as disorders and suicidal behaviour. Other causes of these mental health issues are addressed such as client expectations, but he continues by addressing that there is support for this within the CDM regulations 2015. This support is further addressed as Lamy discusses ‘Mates in Mind’, a charitable organization who play a big role in battling mental health. For more clarity, Lamy could provide a more detailed explanation into the charity itself and discuss their methods and successes.
3. [bookmark: _Toc155818379]Worker Safety
Moving on to the physical safety of workers in the industry, Lamy uses a report from Trends and Context to Rates of Workplace Injury. Surprisingly this report suggests that whilst the economy stabilised and improved major accidents increased, but a clear explanation is provided for this. As new staff are generally employed during these times, and due to inexperience, there is more risk of injury. Also, it was shown that in these times of recession, there was a correlation found between working overtime hours and increased rates of workplace injury. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc155818380]Products and Budget Constraints
Lamy revisits the Grenfell Tower incident, to again discuss the challenges of budget constraints and this effect on overall quality of construction. He uses a quote from Douglas Masterson (technical manager of the Guild of Architectural Ironmongers) to look at the impacts of low budgeting on a construction job. The ironmonger discusses his experiences with many contractors wanting the cheapest alternative as budgets run low at the end of a job, and this consequence of non-compliant ironmongery subsequently leads to escalated future maintenance bills.
5. [bookmark: _Toc155818381]Competency
Lamy ends the article addressing competency issues. He recognises that there is now greater pressure to use competent materials, which has been pushed by the building safety act. Despite the negative tone of the article, Lamy ends on a positive note with Lamy addressing that despite the looming recession there remains a positive future if the industry can comply with the new regulations and lessons learned from the Grenfell Tower incident. This positive ending changes the tone of the article and creates an interesting conclusion.






[bookmark: _Toc155818382]Credibility

Firstly, the article is written by Matt Lamy, a credible journalist with over 20 years’ experience. Due to the publication’s connection with Chartered Association of Building Engineers further credibility is added. As it is peer reviewed and published by Building Engineer it is likely that the information is accurate. Additionally, with research showing that 84% of readers trust the content from Building Engineer, it is likely that the information is valid (CABE, 2023).
Throughout the article, Lamy refers to credible sources and experiences such as the Grenfell Tower which backup a lot of the information. Most of the sources fall within the last decade but there are instances such as the ONS Suicide by Occupation report (2011-2015) where an up to date set of statistics could have been used to provide a more accurate reflection. All sources used throughout are highly credible in the industry. For example, Lamy used the ONS, UK Government Website, UK’s Health and Safety Executive, and the technical manager of the Guild of Architectural Ironmongers Douglas Masterson. The use of reports, statistics, relevant UK regulations and quotes from senior people in the industry all relevant to the UK backed up Lamy’s findings significantly. 
A flaw to this report is that some of the sources of information used lack clear dates which could affect the relevance. For example, quotes from the UK’s Health and Safety Executive and Douglas Masterson are used. Whilst seemingly credible sources, they both refer to reports within their quotes and with the lack of reference to dates it is difficult to tell the relevance of the information.




[bookmark: _Toc155818383]General Feedback - Suitability & Improvements

Overall, the title of the article defines the exact content of the article which is ideal for the reader. Although, subheadings are present throughout the document they could be better aligned with the content. The author looks at both sides of the argument and analyses many current challenges to the industry and links the recession well to these arguments. Whilst there is is little bias shown throughout the article, with the odd repetition, particularly the Grenfell Tower incident, this could have been avoided to maintain clarity.
An improved structure could have been used. As a suggestion, if the writer instead analysed the recession and its challenges first, followed by a more detailed evaluation over the probability of recession, followed by the possible effects of this recession including mental health issues, safety, competency etc., this would have been more appealing. Although the repetition of the Grenfell Tower incident has been critiqued, the writer closed his findings well using the repetition of the Grenfell fire to reiterate his message which was quite powerful.
Whilst the article includes images relevant to construction, they were irrelevant to the arguments presented in the article. Including images more relevant images or by using figures and tables instead of written statistics would have enhanced the reader’s experience.
The article is a decent length with substantial information used, but with some improvements such as reducing the repetition, it could have made it more clear, concise and a quicker read for those seeking quick information.






[bookmark: _Toc155818384]Conclusion

Overall, Matt Lamy’s article explores the effects of recession on process and safety well. Mental health, worker safety, material and quality were discussed with clear connections discussed. Whilst the article was deemed credible, small improvements to the structure, inclusion of new data, and better visuals could have improved the impact and approachability.
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