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8,000 word project 


	NAME: Aaron Hughes

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031206

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

I propose my dissertation question to be – Do police officers receive adequate training to be first responders to mental health calls?

I have chosen this topic because at present Mental Health is an ever-increasing scenario with mental health calls increasing on a daily basis where police officers have to attend in the first instance. 
With the MET police taking a stance on mental health calls stating they will only be attending if there is an immediate threat to life should other police forces take this stance on mental health calls?
Since coming out of COVID19 more people are suffering from mental health episodes and and phoning the emergency services for help. With police officers having to respond immediately if there is a threat or potential threat to life and ambulance potentially taking up to 8 hours to respond to the call, should the expectation for police officers to attend these calls continue and if so should they receive more adequate training. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information I want to collect is first the statistics on the amount of mental health calls police attend and the result of the contact with police whether the subject was sectioned via the mental health act, left with family and friends or taken to hospital to see specialist teams. 
I want to research why mental health calls are increasing and how it is taking up such a large demand on police resources and are police officers the best resource to use if someone is in a mental health crisis. 
I also want to see if there is more training that police officers could potentially do or if a potential special team to deal with these calls so there are specialist departments who would be better placed than a regular response police officer.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Some key literature I will be using is government reports / statistics on the demand on mental health and how many calls are made to the emergency services. 
I will also be looking for articles or textbooks on why they believe mental health is an increasing problem and what is the best way to tackle mental health and to get people the best treatment. 
I will be researching how many calls police officers attend in relation to mental health calls and what is the most common outcome of police attending those calls.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Research I will be sending out a survey to current police officers in south wales police and ask questions similar to –
Do you believe we have an adequate amount of training to attend mental health calls?
Should police officers receive more training to attend mental health calls?
Should police officers only attend mental health calls if there is only an immediate threat to life?

I will ask questions along these lines to get opinions of current serving officers on their opinion of mental health calls.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking current police officers for their opinion on attending mental health calls but if possible I will also ask the general public who wish to participate in a survey asking if they believe should police attend mental health calls or do they believe other services are more adequately trained to attend these calls.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I believe the only issue I will have during this is if police do not attend the mental health calls immediately will the public deem that someone with mental health is being neglected despite the fact police officers are not adequately trained in dealing with mental health.
I will need to discuss this matter on the publics perception of the police if they were not to attend mental health calls which is also something I can put in the survey I intend to do.

	TIME SCALE:
I will stick to timescales provided and submit work on time.

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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