

Structures:
Free verse is not restricted by conventions of form or pattern and does not have to rhyme or maintain a consistent structure (such as line-length) throughout.  Monologues, conversation and list poems are examples.

	Generic structure
	Language features
	Knowledge for the writer

	Free verse is so-called because it does not have to follow particular forms but some examples can be grouped as follows:
	Poetry often makes use of language forms associated with informal and spoken language, relying more on the patterns and vocabulary of speech than on poetic conventions of rhyme and metre.
	Make the most of the wide choices that free verse gives you and try out different ways of using words, lines or verses instead of sticking to predictable patterns.

Maintain a strong style that helps to hold your poem together in the absence of a particular structure, e.g. using informal spoken language as if you are talking to the reader.

Use layout to control the way the poem is read, for example by creating space around important lines or phrases.

If you’re using the style of spoken language, make sure the lines don’t get too long.

Think about the types of sentences you use and decide if you need questions as well as statements.

Don’t forget that poetry allows you to use words in many ways, not just in sentences.

Use questions directed to your reader to draw them in, e.g. Do you know what I mean?

Make punctuation work for you and guide your reader in the way you want the poem to sound, if read aloud.

	monologue   
	Written in the first person, a single voice. Often a recount or an explanation of a personal viewpoint. May address the reader directly, for example by asking questions or using language as if the reader is taking part in a conversation with the writer. (Is it hard to believe? Guess what happened next! ) There are many examples in the poetry of Michael Rosen.
	

	conversation poems
	As above, but two or more voices present. Can be a dialogue taking place or a series of questions and answers, as in the traditional poem, Who killed Cock Robin?
	

	list poems  
	A simple list of words, phrases or sentences, often preceded by a ‘starter’ sentence, such as In my picnic basket I will put:/ Things that make me smile:
	

	All the examples above can also be structured poems, for example using rhyme or line patterns.
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