Reflecting upon my use of the Welsh Language

Prior to beginning professional teaching experience one (PTE1), I really lacked in confidence in my Welsh language speaking, reading and writing skills. This lack of confidence came from not using the welsh language daily.  Nevertheless, after several Cymraeg I Pawb lessons at UWTSD, my confidence grew and my level of incidental Welsh going into the classroom had improved. 
 
Before PTE 1, I spoke with my mentor with regards to my concerns of using welsh language within my teaching and planning.  When delivering lessons, it was apparent that my lessons lacked incidental Welsh and my use of Welsh around the school was not at the level needed.  This was a concern of mine, especially with the development of welsh language being a priority of the School Development Plan (SDP).  After discussion with my mentor and some research of the welsh language development curriculum and the use of duo lingo app my confidence within delivering welsh begun to increase.  Furthermore, both my mentor and I set welsh as weekly targets to focus on. I firstly decided to concentrate on the use of welsh commands in the classroom as a step towards meeting my target.  
Below are some examples of these;
· Stopiwch 	 
· Edrycha
· Gwrandwch                                
· Eisteddwch os gwelwech yn dda
· Eisteddwch                                
· Dim siarad blant.
· Cerddwch
· Sefwch 	                          
· Mae’n amser tacluso
· Diolch yn fawr pawb
· Tachluswch
· Ewch
· Ysgrifennwch
· Un, dai, tri llygaid arna I
· Heddiw, byddwn n’in dysgy am
· Siaradwch gyda phartner

I decided to aim for small steps and set myself a target of introducing two Welsh commands over a period of a few days. This was seen to be working effectively and quickly, through daily/weekly feedback my mentor praised my use of welsh.  Regardless of growing confidence in the use of commands in my lessons, I decided to keep the use of incidental Welsh as an ongoing weekly target to improve further.  As my confidence grew through observing and the use of my Cymraeg I Bawb lanyard I started to introduce welsh language in my marking and feedback to the children. Mostly through praise, using words such as: 

· Bendigedig	
· Gwaith Taclus 
· Gwaith da
· Da iawn 
· Gwych. 
· Ardderchog
· Rhagorol

During my time at PTE 1 there were several in house courses run to help support their SDP action of developing welsh across the school.  I attended all the workshops some of which included techniques on developing welsh commands, basic welsh sentences and welsh language curriculum support.  These workshops were a perfect opportunity for me to gain an understanding on embedding welsh language into my planning and everyday vocabulary. 

Through knowledge gained from the workshops and guidance from the welsh coordinator it was evident that the learners were more likely to learn the welsh language when it was mirrored on a regular basis through fun stimulating activities.  I planned to use fun interactive welsh games throughout the learning week.  Through the ‘Helpwr Heddiw’ sessions I directed welsh games based on the topics taught throughout the week such as ‘amser’, ‘Arian’ and  ‘Ble rwyt ti’n byw’ 
I found this to be an effective tool as it challenged and encouraged the pupils to improve and recap their Welsh taught throughout the week.  Additionally, I observed that welsh being displayed around the school encouraged and supported the children’s ability to ask and answer questions.  I personally found this a good tool to help support my welsh vocabulary too.

During PTE there was a range of support and opportunities to develop my welsh language skills.   Despite having much room for further improvement and much more progress to develop the welsh language, I now feel confident in delivering a welsh lesson within the foundation phase.  I am now confident in using everyday commands, praises, questions and incidental welsh phrases.  
I will continue to develop my confidence in delivering welsh lessons across the primary sector and focus on building my welsh vocabulary at a deeper level.  I am eager to develop my welsh language and will look forward to any future training opportunities I come across in my teaching career. 
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