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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM





	NAME: Elena Cristina Martinica

	 Student number:2308138
	

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Question: What is the influence of county lines on drug dealings and victimisation and vulnerability and harm?

Research can be comprehensive; however, this process also requires an effective yet strong topic of interest. The present study will revolve around various critical factors associated with county lines, including drug offences, victimisation and exploitation of children and vulnerable people and others. However, selecting county lines as the key topic of interest not only deals with existing knowledge in this area but also delves deep into the interest to learn more about its societal threats and associated regulations. The abovementioned question is intended to delve deep into various aspects revolving around county lines, such as modern slavery, violence, criminal exploitation, victimisation, threats, use of firearms and knives and exploitation of vulnerable people. 
Investigating this particular topic will bring analytical insights relating to the possible threats and complications of county lines for local society, communities, children and other vulnerable people. A key intention behind the selection of this particular topic lies in the evaluation and interest relating to the criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable people for illegal drug supply. This specific area of interest maintains a deeper correlation with the analysis of different threats to society, local communities, local authorities and vulnerable people who are often forced to participate in these activities. Hence, investigating this topic is expected to bring suggestions for resolving these threats along with enabling the understanding of required activities. It is important to understand that this question has included individual variables and factors that are prioritised in the topic of interest.
 
 


	

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

The core aim of this research is to explore and analyse the critical influences and interaction between county lines and victimisation, vulnerabilities and harm and drug dealings. This also comes with a critical focus on the societal harms and threats relating to county lines. Exploring this aim will allow gaining a strong understanding of the core variables relating to the topic of interest. 

However, a total of three objectives can be explored relating to this topic.
The first objective revolves around the involvement between county lines and drug dealings, victimisation and harm and vulnerabilities. Prioritising this objective can help in gaining a profound knowledge relating to the interrelationship between these variables.

Moreover, the second objective emphasises the impact of county lines on the other variables, supporting the prominence of analytical insights regarding the research subject. This objective will help address the persistent effects and complications relating to county lines, which can be threatening to society and local communities. 

The third objective deals with the challenges and regulatory responses of government to county lines and its involvement with drug dealings, victimisation regarding drugs, vulnerabilities and harm. This objective intends to formulate critical insights relating to possible challenges and the regulations, laws and other government interventions taken to combat those challenges. Thereafter, these objectives have disclosed a precise strategic vision regarding the analysis and evaluation of different variables and internal disputes. 
 

	

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

County lines are renowned for their indulgence in the transportation and supply of illegal drugs across regular boundaries. Indeed, the county lines are also known as the mobile phone lines used to take drug orders (NCA, 2025). These aspects suggest that county lines are mainly used to avoid regulatory conflicts between police and local authorities. The drug supply process in county lines is observed to engage with the exploitation of vulnerable people by harming them. The victimisation of children, vulnerable people, and young people has coined the factors relating to county lines (Gov, 2023). Thereafter, frontline staff in Wales and England is being guided to support victimised and exploited individuals along with spreading awareness. Drug dealings are the key activities that are practised in county lines, and the use of burner phones has become highly significant due to supporting avoidance from the police (NSPCC, 2025). Furthermore, vulnerability and harm are critical aspects relating to county lines as drug-dealing gangs are observed to take part in various exploiting initiatives. 
These gangs are often engaged in taking over the residential property of vulnerable individuals for their drug supply purposes, and this practice is known as cuckooing. It is another form of exploitation and harming of vulnerable people. Children and vulnerable groups of people are the main targets that are victimised by drugs (Ourwatch, 2025). These children and vulnerable groups are often manipulated and exploited to transport illegal drugs to different locations, and the associated harms can include human trafficking, modern slavery, violence and sexual exploitation. However, due to grooming and manipulation, children are often mistaken as they are being provided with choice and responsibility rather than victimised by drugs. Leveraging the Drug Dealing Telecommunication Restriction Orders or DDTRO supports deactivating anonymous phone lines that are or can be used for drug dealings (Cps, 2022). This regulatory policy mainly engages with the closure and deactivation of phone lines, however, it is also a major technique of creating awareness. 
Besides this, the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 contains guidelines relating to drug dealings and offences associated with county lines, which include the production, transportation and possession of illegal drugs (Cps, 2022). The identification of county lines as the core pillar for illegal drug dealings in provincial areas is regarded to be a major regulatory transformation to create awareness against these activities (Spicer, 2021). Grooming and victimisation of children and vulnerable people are engaged with bringing severe societal harm, which also impacts parental experience (Dando et al. 2023). 


	

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Employing a survey method for this research will bring an exclusive opportunity as this process maintains a collective interaction with the research population. Furthermore, the research population is considered to be factors or people with a direct interaction with the research context. Therefore, the development of appropriate questions and surveying the appropriate research population can help in gathering critical insights relating to the topic of interest. Therefore, a survey method has been selected to gather exclusive insights directly from the research population to explore the research problem more critically. However, the selection of data type is also vital in the case of gathering data as there are qualitative and quantitative insights. The availability of different methods for collecting data has supported the fundamental need for research (Mazhar et al. 2021). However, the core reason behind the selection of the survey method is the support for gathering personal experience, feelings and perceptions relating to county lines and their societal impacts. The survey method of data-gathering is generally known to be useful for gathering quantitative data. 
Google Forms will be used for gathering data from the research population along with providing multiple choices or options to the participants. A structured questionnaire will be formulated based on different factors relating to county lines, such as victimisation, vulnerabilities and harm and drug dealings. County lines are known for maintaining involvement with illegal drug dealings, and these activities are solely engaged with victimisation and taking advantage of vulnerabilities. Taking different steps and procedures into account has become critical for conducting data collection (Taherdoost, 2021). Therefore, using a survey method will allow the gathering of relevant and highly reliable data that will explain the possible threats relating to drug dealings, victimisation and exploitation of vulnerabilities. The use of a structured questionnaire consisting of several close-ended questions can also help in formulating a strong knowledge on this area.
	

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The sampling process holds exclusive importance and relevance in research due to its direct involvement with the data-gathering activities. For the present study, the sample will be selected among individuals aged above 18 to ensure avoiding ethical conflicts relating to data collection. The possibility of ethical disputes is quite prominent in research, revealing the grandness of considering appropriate ethics. Thereafter, ensuring engagement with individuals who are 18 or above will be the basic criteria of the sampling framework. Interested individuals will be provided with appropriate details on this research, including the purpose, intentions and potential outcomes. Sampling helps describe and represent the entire research population (Hossan et al. 2023). Hence, engaging with the public for sampling can help in garnering appropriate representation for the entire research population. 
Studying a large population is not possible, and it can also bring inaccurate results, hence, approximately 51 individuals will be selected based on the application of a Simple Random Sampling method. Generally, sampling methods are categorised as probability and non-probability sampling, however, a Simple Random Sampling technique will be facilitated in this research to offer equal participatory support for individual people in the population. In comparison with other sampling methods, simple random sampling is highly resilient (Iliyasu and Etikan, 2021). The target sample will provide exclusive insights relating to county lines and associated variables based on their experience, feelings and perspectives. It is important to understand that the key reason behind the selection of the sampling is to represent the entire research population through a small sample. Thus, the selected sample will support the evaluation of the research context based on a survey method. 
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Task 4: Justification of the chosen method 
Selecting appropriate methods and techniques for conducting research work is inevitable to ensure success. However, understanding the difference between quantitative and qualitative data is a must. Qualitative data is mainly text-based descriptive data, while quantitative data is numerical data. The importance of data collection involves the incredible need for gathering relevant and reliable information associated with the research topic, without which the research could not be conducted (Mazhar et al. 2021). It is decided that the primary method will be used and primary data will be gathered via a survey. However, leveraging Microsoft Forms would be more viable and efficient for gathering a large volume of data from 51 final samples. Microsoft Forms is a web-based application and it is also a part of Microsoft 365. Leveraging this application helps create and share surveys, polls and quizzes, which is expected to be helpful for engaging with the research population, selecting the final sample and gathering data. 
Microsoft Forms allows users to design and create forms on various types, such as rating, multiple choice questions, text and options to add videos or images. Therefore, Microsoft Forms can be stated as one of the most resilient choices for conducting surveys, due to which it has been selected for gathering reliable and relevant information on the implications of county lines on the victimisation of vulnerable people and children. Indeed, gaining a strong understanding of the presence of different tools and methods is effective for the decision-making process relating to the collection of data (Taherdoost, 2021). Due to this factor, different techniques and methods have been studied thoroughly, eventually leading to the selection of Microsoft Forms. Microsoft Forms is relatively innovative and unique compared to other methods and tools of primary research, which is expected to grab the attention of the audience. It is also observed that data gathered via Microsoft Forms can be easily exported to Excel for further analysis, while it also allows collaborating with team members.
Despite the presence of various other popular tools for gathering data, the features and facilities offered by Microsoft Forms are relatively unique, which has encouraged the selection of this tool. This particular web-based application is also accessible via any mobile device and web browser, which will enable selected individuals to share their experience, knowledge and perception without facing any buffering issues. There are various procedures and tactics that help the method selection process to ensure appropriateness to the research problem (Ganesha and Aithal, 2022). This research has followed a strict evaluation process of different research methods to identify the most appropriate and resilient tool to gather insights on the indulgence of county lines with victimisation, vulnerabilities, harm and drug dealings. In addition to that, leveraging Microsoft Forms will also be helpful for boosting safety and security for the research participants along with protecting their confidentiality. Hence, it can be stated that the method selection is justified and is highly appropriate for the research problem. 
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Task 5: Questions for data collection 
This task will help comment on different effects and interrelations associated with the selected topic area. 
1. What are the effects of county lines on children and other vulnerable individuals?
2. How does the county line affect the victimisation of individuals engaged in or forced into drug-dealing activities?
3. What is the interconnection between county lines and drug dealing?
4. Which strategic interventions have been taken by the government to eliminate the effects of county lines on children, teenagers and other vulnerable individuals who are most likely to be impacted due to county lines? 
5. What are the key effects of the county line, and how do these effects impact local communities and society?
6. What are the regulatory responses to county lines by the government, local authorities and police?
7. Which are the core reasons behind the development of county lines and which are the key factors that tend to support the formation process?
8. How much is the risk of inefficient regulation regarding county lines for local communities, society, children and vulnerable individuals?
9. What are the possibilities of harm for children and young adults through engaging in county lines? 
10. Who are the main victims of county lines and what are the reasons behind their victimisation?
11. How can the risks and challenges relating to county lines be mitigated via strategic initiatives and regulatory changes? 
12. What are the most effective techniques to avoid the victimisation of children and vulnerable individuals? 
13. You are male or female?
14. You know about county line? You know what is county lines?
15. What is your age?
16. You consent?
These questions are developed based on the selected topic of interest and can be asked to gather primary data from the research participants. Each of the questions is related to different variables relating to county lines, which include victimisation, harm, vulnerabilities and drug dealing. Using these questions for the primary research will not only help for exploring the research context but will also support explaining possible mitigation strategies. 
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Task 6: Evaluation of the chosen data analysis method 
The selected research method deals with the appropriateness of the topic of interest and the research purposes. Indeed, the key intention behind the selection of methods depends on the accuracy for meeting the research objectives and purposes. Taking these aspects into consideration, a primary method is selected for gathering data. Furthermore, Microsoft Forms will be used for carrying out an online survey for the primary research process, suggesting the need for selecting appropriate methods for analysing the gathered data. The presence of different types of data analysis has increased the complications for research procedures, however, these types include exploratory, inferential, mechanistic, descriptive, explanatory and predictive (Taherdoost, 2022). The gathered data will be transferred from Microsoft Forms to Excel for processing and interpreting. Generally, Power Automate or Power BI are used for analysing data that has been gathered using Microsoft Forms, however, the use of these software can be comprehensive. 
Microsoft Forms already offers insights into the gathered data, supporting the development of knowledge relating to the selected topic, which revolves around the impacts of county lines on vulnerabilities, drug dealings and victimisation. The use of Microsoft Excel holds an incredible role as a statistical tool for data analysis (Kumar, 2023). It is important to understand that Microsoft Forms can generate graphs and charts using the gathered data, which will be used for addressing the effects and challenges relating to county lines. These charts and graphs will be interpreted to derive insights on the risk factors associated with county lines for children and other vulnerable individuals. Moreover, these graphs will also provide access to details relating to the selected questions. Afterwards, the data will be exported to Microsoft Excel to explore and analyse in-depth variables that are derived from the context of county lines. Using Excel provides access to various formulas, charts, pivot tables and filters that help analyse the gathered data. 
While using Power Automate, a key requirement deals with linking Microsoft Forms with this software. There is a key difference regarding the payment process as Microsoft Excel is cost-effective and Power Automate requires payment. Some of the key procedures relating to data analysis include cleaning and processing research data, while Excel helps accessing structural results (Bauzon et al. 2021). Conducting Correlation analysis will support demonstrating the interrelationships between different variables, such as county lines, victimisation, drug dealings, vulnerabilities, regulatory actions, risks and challenges. Managing a strong focus the gathered data requires the application of appropriate tools and methods to provide answers to the research questions. Excel will also be facilitated for data cleaning and processing, leading to development of a better understanding and knowledge on the effects of county lines on drug dealings, victimisation and vulnerabilities. A statistical analysis is selected to be carried out to address the core effects and implications of county lines alongside various other associated aspects. The topic of interest deals with comprehensive and conjugated variables and interventions, prioritising which can help identify different initiatives that have been employed to boost awareness against county lines. 
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