Practical Activity: Research Project Design Challenge
Scenario
Students and staff at the SA1 campus frequently discuss difficulties with parking. Some claim there are not enough spaces, whilst others argue that parking is being used inefficiently. Before any action can be taken, the University needs evidence rather than assumptions. As researchers, your task is to investigate the issue and develop a research project proposal. This reflects the lecture principle that decisions should be based on evidence rather than assumptions.

Group Task
Work in groups of 4-5 students.
You have been hired by the University to investigate the parking situation on SA1 campus.
Your group must produce a one-page research proposal and present it to the class.

Part 1: Problem Identification
The lecture highlighted the importance of identifying the actual problem rather than simply describing symptoms.
Discuss:
Which of the following are symptoms and which might be the underlying problem?
· Students arrive late for lectures.
· Car parks appear full at 9am.
· Students complain on social media.
· Staff struggle to find spaces.
· Some parking spaces remain unused during the day.
· Think of other examples.
Task
Write a strong problem statement.
Remember that a strong problem statement should identify:
· The issue
· The cause (if known)
· The context
Example
“The availability of parking spaces at the SA1 campus may be insufficient during peak teaching periods, potentially affecting student attendance, punctuality and overall campus experience.”

Part 2: Research Question and Objectives
Develop one research question and three research objectives which should clearly connect to the research problem.

Research question example: To what extent does parking ….? What factors contribute to […]?
Research objective example: To measure the frequency of …. To identify …. To explore the impact of …

Part 3: Choosing Research Methods
The lecture discussed quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-methods research.
Choose ONE approach:
	Option A: Quantitative

	Option B: Qualitative

	Option C: Mixed Methods


	Survey

	Interviews
	Combine quantitative and qualitative approaches.



Consider what questions you might want to ask in your survey, or whether the interview would be conducted in a structured, unstructured, or semi-structured format.

Task
Explain:
· Which method you selected.
· Why it is appropriate.
· What type of data will be collected.


Part 4: Sampling Plan
The lecture introduced probability and non-probability sampling.

Identify: Population
Who are you interested in studying?
Examples: Students, academic staff, professional services staff, visitors etc.

Sample
How many participants will you include?

Sampling Method
Choose:
· Probability sampling
· Non-probability sampling

Justify your choice
Consider:
· Time available
· Cost
· Ease of access
· Representativeness



Part 5: Ethics and Limitations
The lecture highlighted ethics and research limitations. 

Ethical Considerations
Discuss:
· Informed consent
· Confidentiality
· Right to withdraw
· Data protection

Limitations
Discuss:
· Small sample size
· Limited time
· Researcher bias
· Low response rates


Part 7: Timeline and Budget
In your group, discuss how long the study will take.
Estimate costs for printing surveys, incentives etc.
Explain how you would keep costs low.






Debrief
Groups present:
1. Problem statement
2. Research question and objectives
3. Methodology
4. Sampling plan
5. Ethical issues
6. Limitations
7. One recommendation
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