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[bookmark: _Hlk532654303]Source Description of M. Szonyi, The Art of Being Governed: Everyday Politics in Late Imperial China, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017)  
The book as written is a primary source looking at the lives of ordinary people in Late Imperial China. Specifically how politics of the state affected everyday life for the common polity. From the outset the piece is written as a military history, looking at how the military system and conscription of the Ming Dynasty shaped society[footnoteRef:1]. However, this then branches out into other aspects of politics as it is the military system that defines how the ordinary people get involved with politics. [1:  Source Description of M. Szonyi, The Art of Being Governed: Everyday Politics in Late Imperial China, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017), p. 12.] 

In the first couple of chapters, Szonyi justifies his reasoning for writing from the perspective of a military historian[footnoteRef:2]. His aim is not to write a book on the politics of war; rather the point is to show the involvement in politics does not have to be direct[footnoteRef:3]. He uses the paradigm of the military to show the conscription of regular townsfolk in the provinces was an extension of state politics, without direct involvement from the perspective the populace[footnoteRef:4]. He reminds the reader that in China under the Ming only the Emperor ruled and defined politics, everyone at least considering their subjects were pawned at his disposal[footnoteRef:5].  [2:  Ibid., p. 14. ]  [3:  Ibid., p. 18. ]  [4:  Ibid., p. 14. ]  [5:  Ibid., p. 24. ] 

It is greatly extended by the continued exploration of how the family maintained a man within the familial unit for the Imperial Army. Through this construct as a deeper meaning, the effects on the family and creation of a system that enticed men to stay in the army without complaint as they are conscripts[footnoteRef:6]. Furthermore, while analysing coastal communities, Szonyi informs the reader of how such men and their families used their position as military families to bend the laws that governed China[footnoteRef:7]. He uses the case of the Chinese Navy, how officers and sailors worked within the rule of law to get away with piracy. It is not just about being governed, but how to play everyday politics, to play the system[footnoteRef:8].  [6:  Ibid., p. 45. ]  [7:  Ibid., p. 45. ]  [8:  Ibid., p. 78. ] 

In effect, the book itself shows how families adapted to the politics of the Ming Dynasty, but also how they manipulated it to reap the advantages of their positions, to play the game. The difficulty, however, is there appearing to be an understanding that the reader must at least a grasp of the concepts that are explored by the author. Although he does go to some lengths to explain Ming history and other ideas, the jargon used may be above a reader who knows nothing of the military establishment of China. Although it would depend on who the reader is.
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