My chosen location is a village in west Dorset called Charmouth. I have chosen this place as I go here every year on holiday, and have done since I was three years old, so I am very familiar with it. This village is a part of the Jurassic Coast as it is home to many fossils and finds of a similar sort. For example, displayed in the fossil shop on the beachfront is a local Jurassic find called the ichthyosaur (more detail in which I will get to shortly). Charmouth village attracts a great many number of people due it being a part of the Jurassic coast. It is one of the biggest, if not the biggest, attraction to the area and so the village and places within the village greatly advertise this. For example, the websites of hotels and guesthouses all advertise this and also advertise they are on the Jurassic coast. They also advertise that people can go fossil hunting, as do the local holiday parks such as caravan parks and camping sites, including the one my family and I always visit called Newlands. This coastal village has also been advertised in magazines as a place to go for fossil hunting, which is how my mother discovered it when my siblings and I were children, as it is a great place to go for both children and adults alike. The fact that this village is not just a coastal, beachside village but also one on the Jurassic coast is a big part of its heritage which is deeply imbedded into the community. 
On the actual beachfront itself, above the fossil shop, is the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, opened in 1985, which is host to a variety of Charmouth related heritage. There is information on fossils and fossil hunting as well as information on local coastal and marine wildlife. The centre also provides hands on displays, marine tanks and a video microscope providing information on the coastline, as well as books in the shop. [footnoteRef:1] These facilities are accessible to children and adults alike. Also for children there is a Jurassic Theatre which shows a short film about the Jurassic coast and finding fossils on Charmouth beach. The centre also runs guided fossil hunting and rockpooling walks along the coastline throughout the year to help people discover fossils and also provide information.  [1:  Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, About, https://charmouth.org/chcc/about/ (Accessed on: 13/04/20). ] 

The ichthyosaur, or the Sea Dragon as it is also known by, is proudly presented inside of the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre for all to see. The Sea Dragon, which is around two hundred million years old, was discovered in the local area by a local professional fossil collector by the name of Chris Moore. Initially he discovered only a part of it and then received permission from the landowners to excavate it in its entirety from the cliffs in which he discovered it. This find was also mentioned to Sir David Attenborough who portrayed this find in one of his BBC documentaries called Attenborough and the Sea Dragon. After weeks of hard work Chris and his team, including geologists, professional climbing and rope experts and also the help of Sir David Attenborough, the rock containing the Sea Dragon was extracted from the cliff. [footnoteRef:2]Then more hard work was endured in exposing the fossil from the hard limestone. With air pens and chisels, over 1000 hours was spent cleaning the Sea Dragon so it is presentable to the public. Upon this presentation some scientific discoveries were also made, for example, the Sea Dragon was very well preserved and even its skin was visible and on the skeleton bite marks were visible which showed that the Sea Dragon, who was four metres long, was killed by a much larger reptile many millions of years ago. This find is now a part of the heritage of Charmouth as it is a big piece of its Jurassic history and is now known and available for all to see, marking it as a piece of heritage and history for this village on the Jurassic Coast.  [2:  Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, Attenborough’s Sea Dragon https://charmouth.org/chcc/attenboroughs-sea-dragon/ (Accessed on: 13/04/20). ] 

Going back to the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, they also work with local primary and secondary schools. With primary schools the teachers can take their class to the beach with trained wardens from the centre where they are able to discover fossils and take home any that they might find. [footnoteRef:3] This beach day is first started at the centre with a short film called Finding Fossils at Charmouth which is then followed by a talk from the warden around the fossil touch table who shares top tips on what to look for and how you can find it. Another activity the centre holds available for primary schools to fossil hunting is ‘rockpool ramble’. This is where the children can go over to the rocks on the beach and discover the plants and animals that live on the seashore and also see the adaptions they make to living in this environment. With this, the Marine Warden escorts the children over the next local beach, Lyme Regis, about fifteen minutes away, where they look at the rockpools there as they are bigger and full of more plants and animals. [footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, Fossil Hunting https://charmouth.org/chcc/fossil-hunting/ - more-1480 (Accessed on: 14/04/20). ]  [4:  Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, Rockpool Ramble, https://charmouth.org/chcc/rockpool-ramble/ - more-60 (Accessed on: 14/04/20). ] 

In addition to this the centre provides two tours for secondary school student. The first tour explores the geology and fossils of the Jurassic Coast. The tour begins in the centre with another short film and a talk from the warden about the fossils in Charmouth and the Jurassic environment that they were formed in. This is then followed by a search for fossils on the beach. This session is closed with some information on the Fossil Collecting Code and some aspects of conservation that is associated with the site. The second available tour is a geology and geomorphology tour which consists of a short introduction and film show and then the warden will lead the group out to the beach and along the coast discussing the local cliffs and how coastlines formed. Furthermore, on the walk local geology, an analysis of the composition of the beach, the landslide systems of West Dorset and local conservation policy will also be covered. This information from the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre shows how heritage is available to and accessed by the public and by schools to learn about the heritage of Charmouth. 
As previously mentioned there are also information boards on both the beachfront and the actual village itself. For example, on the beachfront there is a chalkboard sign that tells of the walks available from Charmouth Coast Heritage Centre and the dates and times that they are available, as well as charges and booking information e.g. where and how to book. Next to this there is also a signboard also by the heritage centre about general information of the centre and on fossil collecting and beach safety. It also warns people of mudflows and tides and reminds people that when fossil hunting and using the hammers, to not use those hammers on the cliffs. 
Outside of a traditional heritage centre and information boards etc., within the local areas of the village itself there are also particular themes and colours that all tie the village together as a beachside community. For example, since this is a coastal village there are a lot of buildings that are painted blue and have a nautical theme, and a number of buildings and street names fit within this also. For example, on the beachfront there is the fossil shop named Charmouth Fossil Shop as well as a clothing shop next door called Rock Follies and a jewellery store named Sea Lily. All three of these are located on Sea Lane. Off the beach and located within the actual village itself this theme follows, as there is a nautical themed shop named Breeze, of which the logo is also blue, fitting in once more with the local theme. In addition to the street name Sea Lane (of which there are actually two; Higher Sea Lane and Lower Sea Lane) there are a few other street names keeping in with a small village countryside and aquatic theme which are as follows; Meadow Way, Nutcombe Close, River Way and The Lawns. In addition to street names there are also some houses with names that have that countryside ‘feel’ to them so to speak. For example, there are some houses called Thimble Cottage and Jasmine Cottage. There is also the Old Manor House near the beach that is a refurbished house from the 16th century that is now a Grade II listed building and has been turned into a holiday cottage. [footnoteRef:5] I believe this also fits into the overall theme the village seems to have not so much in the nautical seaside sense but in that small cosy village sense which is of course also a reoccurring theme.  [5:  Classic Cottages, The Old Manor House, https://www.classic.co.uk/holiday-cottage/desc-4124.html (Accessed on: 15/04/20). ] 

Another heritage site in Charmouth, which is also a part of the National Trust, is Stonebarrow, or more specifically the Stonebarrow walk on the Golden Cap Estate. It is a walking trail on a cliff that is full of beautiful nature, “The Golden Cap Estate is made up of rolling hills, pastoral fields, sunken lanes, ancient hedgerows and dramatic coastline. The entirety of the estate lies within the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This walk includes a section of the South West Coast Path along the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site” (National Trust). At the beginning of the trail there is a hop and information centre inside an old radar station. The information centre allows people to receive an insight into the area and the history and what Stonebarrow entails. [footnoteRef:6] As well as the nature there is also some history here that is a part of the heritage of this site. This area is home to Monument Copse which in 1876 is where Robert Hilliard, a local squire, passed away. In addition to this, at the cliff face there is an area known as Cain’s Folly, which is a part of the Dorset and Devon World Heritage Site. This area is of some interest and significance as it was once the home to a Second World War radar station. There is also the old radar station that was built by the Ministry of Defence in the 1950s to be used in the defences during the Cold War.  [6:  National Trust, Stonebarrow Walk on the Golden Cap Estate https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/golden-cap/trails/stonebarrow-walk-on-the-golden-cap-estate (Accessed on: 16/04/20). ] 

Following on from these historical sites in Charmouth there is also The Abbots House within the village that has historical significance also. This building is of historical significance as to historical figures have been here in the past. Advertised on the front of the building it shows that King Charles II slept there in 1651 and Catherine of Aragon stayed there in 1501. There is also a stone engraving above the door that states when King Charles slept there (as well as the writing on the building stating that) which was erected in 1902, which in itself is a historical part of the building. The building was constructed in the sixteenth century and used to be a public house/coaching inn until the eighteenth century when it was re-fronted. This building is not only a part of the heritage of Charmouth due to the nature of the building and how old it is but also because of those two guests who stayed there which I believe launches this building further into a historical site and a part of the heritage of this village. 
As well as accessing heritage and information on it through physical means throughout the village there are also some online sources that allow people an insight into this. For example, there is the Charmouth Local History Society, or The Pavey Group of Charmouth, which is an online website showing photos and videos on this villages history and heritage, of both the peoples and the place, as well as some audio clips of interviews with people from there sharing this information too. This group also has some publications and does some talks in the village too. I believe this group and this website helps in sharing the heritage and makes it more deeply embedded into the community of this village as it shares so many memories and information. As well as this there is another website called Charmouth History which is host to a wide collection of sources for Charmouth’s history and also its genealogy. There are many different areas such as people, buildings and documents but more specifically some examples of Land Taxes dating back to the eighteenth century, Poor Rates dating back to the nineteenth century, population levels across the centuries, jury lists, censuses, maps, the plague and even the mention of Charmouth in the Domesday book, or Cerhemude as it was known back then. This website is more in depth and goes back further and provides more details in the sense of the examples previously mentioned, whereas the other website has a more familial sense to it and shows photos from the public and shares their memories. Both of these I believe help piece together the heritage and the history of Charmouth and of the people of Charmouth. 
Overall I find that there is a heritage here that is deeply imbedded into the community of Charmouth which sets it apart from others. A big factor of this I believe is that it is a prominent part of the Jurassic coast which is this villages biggest advertisement and has made it become rather a tourist hotspot. There are all manner of heritage outlets and providers from information boards to talks and tours to websites and local groups and societies who share and provide people with this heritage and history to keep it alive for generations to come. Alongside this, there are some reoccurring themes, colours and names of street and houses within the village that all tie together a common seaside and countryside theme of this village to create an overall identity, as well as there being a great number of fossil and ammonite imagery (the most common fossil find in the area) throughout this little village. 
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