Critically discuss whether recent D.N.A. analysis can provide reliable information on the Identity, Origin and spread of ‘Celtic’ populations in the 5th-1st Century B.C.E. 

The ‘Celtic’ populations of these four-five centuries have to be seen in the light, that they are not many peoples making one culture; but many peoples covering a very large area, given the name ‘Celtic’, first by the ‘Greeks’ and then by the ‘Romans’[footnoteRef:1]. Recent D.N.A. analysis has reported that there is little or no differences to be attached to peoples who consider themselves ‘Celtic’; as opposed to any other cultural group in their proximity.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Allen J Romilly, Celtic Art in Pagan and Christian Times, 1997; imprint of Tiger Books; Senate, Twickenham.]  [2:  www .owlcation.com/Irish Blood. Genetics Identity] 

The ‘Celtic’ cultural grouping covers many hundreds of disparate peoples over many thousands of square miles. Even in the British Isles of today, we have groups; one based on the ‘Welsh’, ‘Cornish’ and ‘Breton’ peoples, or the (P group or Brythonic) . The other groups the ‘Irish’, Isle of Man and ‘Scottish’ Gaelic or the Q group ( Goidelic).[footnoteRef:3] My contention will be in this report; that the ‘Celtic’ culture, being a group of one is a myth, first espoused by the ‘Greeks’ then the ‘Romans’ and finally many centuries later, by the ‘Victorians’. [3:  www.myheritage.com/ethniticities /worldwide. Distribution] 

The Celtic people I chose for my first piece were the’ Scordosi’, from Singidunum, modern day Belgrade. From the third century BCE when they raided the Delphic Oracle and did much damage(290’s BCE); they had earned  for themselves a name for barbarous behaviour. They were then only foiled and eventually vanquished by the Romans. Their tribal area finally becoming the ‘  Roman’ regions of Pannonia and Moeasia. [footnoteRef:4] At their height this group-controlled areas around modern Serbia southern Germany Austria Hungary regions. As they became the largest tribal group in this area, they defeated others like the Dardani and Illyrians.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  wwwowlcation.com/Irish Blood. Genetics identity.]  [5: www.owlcation.com/Irish Blood. Genetics identity .] 

It must be said that although the different parts of the Celtic culture, were separate; that there was inter linking, trade did occur; but also, the tendency towards a warfare society was somewhat of a mis-apprehension of the facts. The Celtic peoples did have a fighting side, as did every other society. They also had a society that produced jewellery, and other household items, something that the Greeks and Romans would have wanted to forget. Although it was further to the West then Singidunum, the Hallstatt Culture and the La Tene cultures were in trade and trade links with most or all the various groups. The Hallstatt culture had hardly any effect on the British Isles its main area of influence being the area of Central Europe. The La Tene culture did get as far as our island shores, the influence of this culture’s jewellery and pottery plus other household products being very important for the British Celts.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Allen J Romilly, Celtic Art in Pagan and Christian Times, 1997; imprint of Tiger Books; Senate, Twickenham.] 

There were also no exact plans for housing needs; the British Celts built round houses, the European; oblong. If there had been one set sort of standard building, there would have been no differences. The same must be said of the pottery and other sundry household items, in both the Hallstatt [footnoteRef:7]and La Tene cultures differences in production were important. [7:  www.myheritage. Com/ethniticities /worldwide. Distribution] 

The Celtiberian’s in the Iberian Peninsula were another important culture for the area of north, central Spain. [footnoteRef:8] There is also other evidence to show that islands and parts of the Mediterranean coast were used as a sort of stepping stone for a west ward advance for the Celtic peoples in these centuries. Recent D.N.A from the Irish population has suggested that the Celts may have come via a westward progression from the Middle East, to Sardinia, then the Iberian Peninsula to the British Celtic lands. This theory holds some water as it is judged that up 40% of the Irish D.N.A. for this sample is of Middle Eastern origin. Also, there is evidence for two possible movements of Celts from European mainland to the British Isles.[footnoteRef:9] The first of these was some three to five thousand years ago whilst some sort of land bridge still existed. [footnoteRef:10] It would have been in this existence that Stonehenge and the other monuments of its like would have been built. The second Celtic invasion if that is it occurred in the last five centuries B.C.E., and as such was a completely different event. This culture as I have said used round houses, in the British Isles but not the large monuments of the first culture. There is hardly any D.N.A. of the first group accept for a few isolated west coast groups left in the Irish D.N.A.[footnoteRef:11] [8:  Owlcation.com/Irish Blood. Genetics .identity]  [9:  www.myheritage.com/ethniticities/worldwide Distribution.]  [10:  www.myheritage.com/ethniticities/worldwide Distribution.]  [11:  www.myheritage.com/ethniticities/worldwide Distribution.] 

The ‘ Celtic’ groups as the Romans and Anglo Saxons left hardly any D.N.A in the wider British Isles. This would confirm thoughts that these groups invaded in few numbers, and that eventually they assimilated into the local communities.[footnoteRef:12]This would also confirm that the Celts in Europe also assimilated into the local communities; they did not just appear on the scene. It is also quite likely that the various groups in Europe were in the vicinities that they controlled through-out this period; well before the start of the fifth century B.C.E.[footnoteRef:13]The ‘Celts’ associated with the North Italian to Swiss border; in the area of La Tene and Hallstatt, seem to have been residing there for some time before the fifth century B.C.E. [footnoteRef:14] [12:  Owlcation.com/Irish Blood. Genetics. identity]  [13:  www.heritage.com/ethniticities/worldwide Distribution]  [14:  www.myheritage.com/ethniticities/worldwide Distribution. ] 

 In now going back to the’ Celtic’ areas of Britain there is no or somewhat little similarities between the various areas. Cornwall for an instance is not like Wales or any of the other ‘Celtic’ areas. The D.N.A. for Cornwall is hardly any different than the closest English counties, Devon and Dorset being examples.[footnoteRef:15] The same goes for Wales, the North and the South are completely different; the North being probably the last bastion of these Celtic peoples. ‘Scottish and Irish Celts’ are also different to any other areas D.N.A.[footnoteRef:16] The first real invasion that affected the D.N.A. radically was Norman invasion from France and the Vikings from the North. The ‘Vikings, had great effect on parts of the Irish and Scottish coasts as well as the Danelaw area of mainland Britain. Even today the D.N.A of a sample from Southern England suggest a thirty percent German influence on the British locals and a sizeable French input. Likewise, there is still a large input from Scandinavia in the Gaelic and Irish D.N.A., in the north. That is so, cannot be a surprise; the ‘Celts’ did not usurp the local population on arriving in Britain but instead assimilated into the local peoples. It is true with the Roman invasion of 43A.D. that the’ Celtic’ peoples did move further west, over time until there was nowhere else to run to. But to say all these disparate peoples were united would be folly. The Silures in Wales and Marcher lands gave the Roman Administration a torrid time for many a year, before being finally subdued. [footnoteRef:17] This sort of way of life was followed and pursued over a lot of Europe, but once again there was no concerted action by a united ‘Celtic’ group. The Roman borders of their empire were a constant drain on their resources and most of the legions were always placed on or near the border. [15:  Laing L, 1977, An Anthology Late Celtic Britain and Ireland c400-1200 AD Book Club, London.]  [16:  Owlcation.com/Irish Blood. Genetics. identity]  [17:  ] 

An example of some sort of cooperation between the various peoples would have been the annihilation of the Roman legions at the Teutenberg forest. The German peoples did show a degree of cooperation but again not a regular habit. [footnoteRef:18] [18:  ] 

The number of ‘Celtic’ peoples that arrived in Britain from the European mainland at this time would not off affect the population ratios very much. The Celts that did come over by  boat as the land bridge no longer existed, eventually assimilated as indeed the Romans who were proportionately small in numbers; so, although the’ Celtic’ peoples were pushed to the western fringes in Britain, as indeed it happened in Brittany and Spain. IT did not stop various groups in these peoples staying on and living with the new invaders. 
In trying to answer your questions as to whether there was a definite identity for the Celtic peoples, the answer must be no. In answering no it must be remembered that although the various peoples moved in Europe and the remnants of the ‘Celtic ‘peoples were forced to the western fringes of Britain, France and Spain, it did not give them a distinct ‘Celtic’ identity. There is no correlation between the’ Irish, Scottish, Welsh’ and the others they all remain as separate identities and not one people.
The Celtic nations like the Silures in Wales and its borders; attacked not only the Romans but any of their own peoples who had learned to live with the Roman invaders. This does not mean as I have said that these Celtic nations were just on a war footing; although it often happened. They did have many cultures in their world, and to call them barbarians would be wrong. The Hallstatt and La Tene cultures were both forward for their time. The ‘Celtiberians’ in Spain being yet another of their cultures, all these various groups traded with each other and probably with their supposed enemies as well. As a people I do not feel they should be considered as barbarians because as they traded with other cultures, they would have assimilated to fare deal. 
The origin of the Celts is harder to assess in that they did not originate in one Close area of Europe but were spread over the length and breadth of the continent. So, although they did finally come to rest in the extreme western portions of the continent, they did not have one precise area of origin.
The final part of the question over their spread and influence yet again although they had a wide spread, eventually they were left in the western fringes. 
To say that the Celts were united is wrong, there is today a sort of unification of say the Cornish, who feel they should be independent. The ‘Welsh and Scottish’ also have thoughts of independence but none of these cultures have achieved this object yet. But no one so called Celtic nation has achieved a unification with another group. If it did happen the Celtic nations would be achieving a sort of unification, but alas they are as divided as they have always been.  

 
	
   
