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[bookmark: _Toc23800192]What success would look like for me 
 
Academically, as well as hoping to achieve a high grade during my time as a student in Primary Education, success for me would include increasing my confidence in a variety of school subject areas. For example, I have always struggled with Mathematics. To increase my confidence in this particular subject area, I will dedicate time to practising and revising topics I particularly struggle with. I would like to use this confidence and additional skill development to gain further experience in teaching in other countries. On a more personal level, I would like to be able to give back to the community in which I grew up. During my time at primary school, I was supported through a variety of different challenges both academically and personally. The academic support I received included additional sessions in Mathematics to help me develop in an area in which I feel my confidence lacked. In addition to this, the school continued to help build my confidence through reading to the younger children and encouraging me to run for the role of captain for the green house. As a result of this, as a teacher I would like to be able to help other children through challenging times in their lives both in school and emotionally. In comprehensive school I was challenged to find something I loved. This came in the form of helping organise and run transition days to help settle the new primary school students. I was a very active pupil in primary school therefore I thrived when I was offered the opportunity to assist with transition days. My main roles were to organise a team of ‘buddies’ for the day, arrange a timetable of classes including a breaktime and a lunchtime, and to monitor the children at all times. My input in these days allowed me to increase my confidence in front of professionals and students in addition to increasing my organisational skills. Consequently, I discovered my aspirations to become a primary school teacher. According to Stella Cottrell; “students who do best at university are those who are very determined to succeed, plan how they will do it, and then keep their plans in perspective”. With this in mind, during my studies I plan to keep myself organised, hand in work on-time and to always keep my plans in perspective. Although there are many things, I wish to achieve both personally and during my career, I understand that these things will take time, planning and commitment.  

(Cottrell, S 2019, “The Study Skills Handbook”, 5th edition, Macmillan Red Globe Press)
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Critical thinking is a vital component to academic study. It involves both a wide range of attitudes and skills relating to being able to critically analyse a person’s opinions and research. Critical thinking involves reading a piece of writing and clearly identifying their arguments and opinions on the subject. For example; some texts can be biased, this must be identified as it may be an unreliable source. The opposing arguments and viewpoints must then be weighed up and a conclusion can then be draw. In some cases, an underlying meaning may be hidden between the lines, therefore the reader must be able to think critically and analyse the text for any bias or questionable results. Similarly, technical language may be used to blindside the reader into trusting potentially biased information. From critically thinking, a clear conclusion can then be reached regarding whether the arguments presented are valid and consequently supported by credible, valid, and based on strong evidence.

As a result of a person’s upbringing, a person can be naturally more trusting whereas other may be more sceptical. Critical thinking is a process aimed to allow people to explore texts in more depth before trusting it. Prejudiced views can hinder one’s ability to think critically as it means the person has a pre-conceived opinion on a specific topic rather than being open minded about it. A reader with differing opinions to the text may find it difficult to trust supporting evidence. A successful critical thinker reflects and evaluate their personal prejudices and gaps in their knowledge and allows themselves to alter their perceptions and expand their knowledge. Questioning a point of view will allow the person to explore the text in further detail and evaluate the supporting evidence. Critical Thinking encourages discussion which will benefit both parties and they will be able to express why they have a particular opinion and further understand another person’s views. This will increase analytical and communication skills and help both parties come to a conclusion together using their individual understanding of the authors views and evidence. 

Developing good critical thinking skills will take time, practice and patience but above all an understanding of how personal barriers may cloud one’s ability to think critically. Once this has been addressed, the person can then begin to eliminate these barriers and increase their knowledge further. 

Relating to academic writing and education, the ability to think critically will increase attention to detail and observational skills. This will also allow teachers to observe their children more closely and furthermore gain a better understanding of their understanding of a task. According to Stella Cottrell (2019) another benefit includes being able to portray a point more easily. In teaching it is vital to have the ability to get a point across easily without confusion, this will allow the children to understand the task better and therefore have better outcomes. Professionally an understanding of how to overcome barriers such as prejudice will show self-awareness and can result in positive marks in academic work and positive feedback from other professionals. Critical thinking is a transferable skill that can be developed and will ensure that an argument is not made without reasonable evidence to support it.
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Education in Wales is changing. I welcome the change as it empowers teachers and children to teach and learn as they wish and enhance the educational experience for everyone.  I endorse, Professor Graham Donaldson’s vision Successful Futures is structured around expert knowledge with the aim to engage children aged 3-16 years old and develop them both academically and as part of the community.

Furthermore, in a rapidly changing world, it is important that education keeps up. The new curriculum teaches children to adapt to an ever-changing world and become active members of society. 

Additionally, The Welsh Government aims to “shape the detailed design of a new curriculum which better reflects wider national and societal needs, including those of learners, communities and the economy”. I think the Governments proposal to develop learner’s ability to adapt their skills and further encouragement to assist the learners in becoming positive, active members in society will benefit the children and a range of communities. Children gain a broader knowledge of both Wales and the world as the third purpose portrays. In conjunction, it Is hoped learners will be “enterprising and creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work”. This will create a more respected environment. Another focus is to mould “ambitious”, “capable” learners with the desire to learn throughout their lives. In relation to this, I hope in the future people will be ambitious and strive for greatness. Ohio State University revealed that people with low job satisfaction between 20- and 30-years old experience anxiety, unhappiness and insomnia in their 40s. These findings suggest that mental health is linked to professional satisfaction. Curriculum 2022 aims to help children to lead healthy and confident lives in preparation for the future.

Moreover, Cross curricular responsibilities (CCR’s) involves incorporating numeracy, digital competency and literacy. Teachers will receive freedom over their lesson plans which allows lessons to be delivered whilst being tailored to incorporate their community and knowledge in addition to the CCR’s. This is a positive move as it allows teachers to deliver lessons suited to their class.

The removal of key stages will see children develop seamlessly throughout education. Successful Futures proposes an understanding of differing developmental rates meaning a reduced focus on achieving milestones based on the corresponding key stage and more on the child’s age. For example, at age 3-4, children should be able to hold a pencil. This approach allows children to develop in their own time.

An addition I am looking forward to experiencing Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE). As of September 2022, it is hoped that highlighting topics like domestic abuse and confusion regarding sexuality and gender are understood, children will speak up before their mental health suffers. Mentalhealth.org (2019) reported that mental health affects 1 in 10 children. In conjunction, 70% of children who experience mental health do not receive appropriate help at an early age. I hope that with this subject being implemented, childhood mental health will be reduced.

In conclusion, I believe that children learn and experience through education which prepares them for their future and allows resilience to be developed. “Successful Futures” outlines ways to increase children’s academic skills and their personal skills such as communication, adaptability and resilience. This move will enrich children’s educational experience and better prepare them for the wider world.
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