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TITLE
The impact of virtual learning environment on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
INTRODUCTION
Virtual learning environment can be described as a system that helps in providing learning material to students via the web. These systems include communication tools, collaboration, assessment etc. The area of this research report is based on VLE and its impact on students in enhancing their learning experience. In this, digital technology plays an important role such as internet, smart computers, projectors etc. This research will help in increasing knowledge and skills regarding VLE and its impact on students. In this way, students can improve their learning experience to understand things in digitalised way (Caroca, Bruno and Aldunate, 2016). This research will also provide opinion of students towards VLE in the campusand its benefits and disadvantages to them. Further, primary and secondary data collection tools will help in analysing information on the research topic. Further, information collected from the investigation will be discussed to make conclusion and suggest areas of improvement. 
BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH
Literature review
Impact of virtual learning environment on students’ learning experience
As per the view of Parong and Mayer, 2018, the technology advancement leads to increase the demand of integrating technologies in students learning experience as well. It can be noted that, important of virtual learning has been increasing in recent days which makes the universities to use the technologies and application of Virtual learning in learning process of students. The growing importance of virtual learning experience is having profound impact on the experience of students via distance learning. It is important to note that many teachers in universities found the VLE concept an effective one to reach out number of students at a same time. However, it can also be said that virtual learning experiences has influenced the learning experience of students with abundance opportunity of learning. The impact of VLE leads to set out the students from restriction of time and space than old method. However, as Alves Miranda and Morais, 2017 states that, lecturer plays an important role in engaging the students via VLE and has great impact on the learning experience of student. It can be noted that, the students that are engaging in VLE are tends to attaining higher marks than the face to face methods. The learning via online activities is having a great impact on the student’s social experience in Universities.
Advantages and disadvantages of VLE on student’s learning experience
Virtual learning experience is a new approach of learning that has both advantage and disadvantage on the student learning experience. As per the view of King and Boyatt, 2015, VLE has several benefits for the learning experience of students. It can be noted that, Virtual Learning Experience allows a students for self –spaced learning and different opportunities to learn and explore new skills wile coordinating and engaging in different activities via VLE. It can be noted that, VLE has a positive impact on the student’s experience with its benefits and opportunities. It provides a new means to concert with different students and enhance their knowledge and abilities. However, De Freitas, Morgan and Gibson, 2015 found that, the Virtual Learning Experience concept is complex for the students who for mot have efficient resources like computers, software in internet facilities. Further, it can be noted that, the weak students cannot catch the work on online activities which leads them fall behind and can have negative influence on their learning experience. Thus, it is necessary to provide a thoughtful induction to the students in the application of VLE system and approach which helps them and make effective impact on their learning experience. 
Relation between the use of VLE and student’s performance
As per the opinion De Freitas, Morgan and Gibson, 2015, the concept of VLE is effective for the students as it assist the students in managing their time, VLE are useful in maintaining the books, study material, coursework, timetables etc. VLE is an effective approach to that leads to improve the skills and performance of the students like organising their work and manages their time as per the online activities (Dlouhá and Burandt, 2015). VLE is used for enhancing the academic skills and knowledge. The application of VLE leads to provide different opportunities for the students in enhancing their skills and knowledge while engaging and coordinating with different students online. It assists the students in improving their performance on academic and non-academic learning.
AIM AND OBJECTIVES
The aim of this research is to analyse the impact of virtual learning environment on students’ learning experience. A study on theUniversity of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
Objectives:
· To analyse impact of virtual learning environment on students’ learning experience.
· To explain advantages and disadvantages of VLE on student’s learning experience.
· To understand relation between the use of VLE and student’s performance.
RESEARCH METHODS
Research philosophy:Research philosophy helps in gathering and analysing information. There are four types of philosophies available to conduct research such as positivism, realism and interpretivism. For this research, positivism has been used to conduct research in a systematic manner. 
Research approach: Approach in research helps in determining the path to conduct investigation. Deductive and inductive are two approaches available for investigator. For the current research, both inductive and deductive are used to analyse issues of research through existing theories.   
Research design: Design is research helps in determining the method used for collecting and analysing data (Rampai, 2017). Descriptive, exploratory and explanatory research designs are available in which descriptive design has been used by investigator to study impact of VLE on student’s learning experience. 
Data collection method: Data collection methods help in collecting and analysing information regarding research topic. For the present research both primary and secondary data collection methods has been used to collect information through questionnaire process and existing articles, books, reports and blogs.   
Sampling: Sampling in research terms is a group of individuals taken from a large population to generalise the key findings of topic. In this research, random sampling method has been used in which 10 students are selected randomly of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The age group is also considered 19 to 40. 
Data analysis: Data collected from primary method will be analysed with the help of tables, graphs and charts (Lin and Lan, 2015). Further, information collected through secondary data collection method will be cross-referenced with data provided in literature review in order to make justifications.   
Ethical considerations: It is important for the researcher to conduct research in ethical manner with the help of appropriate techniques and methods. In this regards, students will be not forced to answer questions. The questionnaire is also designed considering participants sentiments. Time and cost factors are also considered. 
RESULTS
60 % respondents were male and 40% were Female

	Gender
	Frequency

	 Male
	6

	Female
	4

	Others
	0

	
	10



Interpretation: Analysis of questionnaire determines that 60% respondents were Male and 40% respondents were Female and no other category student. 
		
	Age
	Frequency

	Below 19 years
	2

	20 to 29 years
	1

	30 to 49 Years
	4

	40 to 49 Years
	1

	50 to 59 Years
	1

	60 or above
	1

	
	10



Interpretation:  From this analysis, it is clear those 40% respondents from selected between the age of 30 To 49 years, 20% were below 19 years, 10% percent were from every other age group. 
Theme 1: VLE more effective than traditional learning environment

	Is VLE more effective than traditional learning environment?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	4

	Agree
	2

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	2

	Strongly Disagree
	1

	
	10



 Interpretation: This question was directly related to objective of research project. Researcher asked this question from selected 10 students. The Above frequency states that overall 60% respondents are agree and strongly agree with the statement Virtual learning environment (VLE) is more beneficial and appropriate as compared traditional learning environment (TLE). 10% were not sure and rest 30% were disagree with this statement as they feel that TLE is more effective. However, it is summarised that VLE is more effective as compared TLE. 


Theme 2:  There is no problem to access a module in VLE

	2. Is it a problem to access a module in VLE?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	1

	Agree
	2

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	3

	Strongly Disagree
	3

	
	10



Interpretation:  This analysis of data from frequency states that 60% were disagree and strongly Agree from the statement that there is no problem to access a module in Virtual learning environment. However, 10% were not sure and 30% strongly that it is a problem to access a module in VLE due to technical issues.  However, it is clear that module can be easily accessed in VLE.  
Theme 3:

	3. Is Communicating with instructor a problem of VLE?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	2

	Agree
	1

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	2

	Strongly Disagree
	4

	
	10



Analysis:   This question is directly associated with research objectives and asked to fulfil the research question.  Overall 60 students were strongly and disagreed because they feel that communication with instructor is not a problem in VLE.  Whereas 10% were not sure and 30 have stated that they face issues in communication with teachers in VLE such as Technical issues, understanding issues and visual issues etc.  hence, it can be stated Communication with instructor is not a problem of VLE. 
Theme 4: Technical issues in VLE make it difficult to track down study materials

	4. Do you think technical issues in VLE make it difficult to track down study materials? 
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	3

	Agree
	2

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	2

	Strongly Disagree
	2

	
	10



Interpretation:  Data provides information that 50% students were agree and strongly agree that Technical issues in VLE make is critical to track down the study materials.  10% were not sure about the statement, 40% were disagreed because they feel that it is not difficult to track down study materials in VLE.   Hence, it is clear that technical problem in digital learning environment makes it critical to track study materials. 
Theme 5: Traditional learning environment does not help to catch up on the lecture that you missed

	5. Do you think traditional learning environment helps to catch up on the lecture that you missed?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	1

	Agree
	2

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	4

	Strongly Disagree
	2

	
	10



Interpretation: it is analysed that 20% respondents from selected 10 were disagreed as they feel that TLE does not support on lecture that students missed. Students are not able to catch the missed lectures because teachers will move forward. 10% respondents were not sure whereas 30% students are strongly agreed as that missed lecture can be cached up traditional learning environment. Thus, it is clear that students will not be able to catch up missed lecture in Traditional learning environment. 
Theme 6: VLE made assignment submission easier

	6. Do you think VLE made assignment submission easier?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	5

	Agree
	1

	Not Sure
	2

	Disagree
	1

	Strongly Disagree
	1

	
	10



Interpretation: It is analysed that VLE made assignment submission easier because 60% students are agreed with this statement and 20% are disagree whereas 20% were not sure.


Theme 7: VLE help student to interact more with course-mate.

	7. Is VLE helping you to interact more with course-mate?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	3

	Agree
	3

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	2

	Strongly Disagree
	1

	
	10



Interpretation: Analysis determines that 60% students are agreeing and strongly agree as they feel that VLE helps them to communicate more with course mate. 30% students were not agreeing whereas 10% were not sure about the statement. Thus, VLE support students to communicate with course mate. 
Theme 8: VLE is more convenient than blackboard learning

	8. Is VLE more convenient than blackboard learning?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	4

	Agree
	2

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	1

	Strongly Disagree
	2

	
	10



Interpretation:  This table determines that 60% students were strongly and agree because they feel that VLE is more convenient than blackboard learning. 30% students were disagreeing as prefer blackboard learning than VLE. 10% were not sure between both the methods of learning. Thus, VLE is more convenient than blackboard learning.
Theme 9: VLE allow student to ask questions if they don’t understand

	9. Do VLE allow you to ask questions if you don’t understand?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	2

	Agree
	1

	Not Sure
	1

	Disagree
	4

	Strongly Disagree
	2

	
	10



Interpretation: This states that VLE does not allow students to ask questions if they don’t understand because 60% students stated that this is main issue for them. Virtual learning through video does not provide an opportunity to ask questions as it is a recorded video.  Traditional learning provides opportunities to ask questions any time from tutor. 30% were Agree and Strongly Agree as they feel VLE allows students to ask questions whereas 10% were not sure about this. Thus, VLE does not enable students to ask questions. 




Theme 10: VLE made education available for all

	10. Do you think VLE made education available for all?
	 Frequency 

	Strongly Agree
	5

	Agree
	1

	Not Sure
	2

	Disagree
	1

	Strongly Disagree
	1

	
	10



Interpretation: This analysis determines that VLE made the learning and education accessible to all people or students from diverse culture on internet. 60% people were strongly and Agree with this statement, 20% were not agree whereas 20% were not sure about this statement. Thus, it is clear that VLE made education accessible for all the people or students.
DISCUSSION/AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT
From the analysis above, it can state that most of the students in universities are familiar with different application and technologies that are used under Virtual learning experience. It is due to the increasing advancement in technologies that assist the students in their learning methods which creates their awareness towards the application and different technologies that can be used for the study (Solak and Cakir, 2015). Further, it can be accessed from the survey that students believe in having a positive impact in their learning with the virtual learning experience. It can be noted that, the application of VLE in the university can helps the student in their academic learning also assist in improving their experience in overall learning thorough the mean of technology. 
In the survey, students were also asked about the importance of peer reviews and self-reflection that assist them in getting appropriate feedback of their learning through VLE. However, some students believes that feedbacks from peer reviews are effective in motivating them for the improvement as per the feedback of VLE, while some students do not agree on the method self-reflection will assist them at the time of feedback from VLE. Moreover, as per the survey asked it the students, it can be analysed that students have position opinion on the concept of VLE in the education system to be used at a larger audience globally (Yildirim, Elban and Yildirim, 2018). As per the student, it can be said that Virtual Learning experience is effective enough to be integrate ion the academic students and universities at global level so that VLE can be encouraged to be adopted in different universities. At last, from survey it can be access that, student strongly believes in the concept of the VLE to be applied in the universities and in education. Thus, it can be said that virtual learning experience is effective enough to be adopted in education system. With the enhancement of the technologies, students are getting more familiar with the technologies associated with the learning that makes their strong opinion on adapting the virtual learning experience in education system. 
The suggested area for improvement for Virtual Learning Experience includes reviewing and upgrading the VLE software so as to ensure in providing students with best learning experience possible. It can be noted that, review in VLE assist the students in providing an opportunity to learn in more comprehensive way and improve their performance (Gyamfi and Gyaase, 2015). It is suggested to upgrade the software VLE so as to make it easy for students of different capabilities to access the VLE and have positive learning experience. 
CONCLUSION
It can be concluded from the above report that, virtual learning experience is an effective system that helps in providing learning material to students via the web. The research has analysed literature review which has concluded that impact of virtual learning environment on students’ learning experience. The literature view has also analysed the benefit and drawbacks of VLE on student’s learning experience. Further, research has concluded the different method that has been adopted to carry put different activities of the research. The research has concluded a survey as sampling method from the students of university related to their opinion regarding VLE. At last, research has analysed the finding and discussion that is carry out from the results of surveying. 
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Appendix
NAME:
ID:                                                                                        Course:
	Gender
	· Male
· Female
· Others

	Age
	Below 19 years
20 to 29 years
30 to 49 Years
40 to 49 Years
50 to 59 Years
60 or above



	Questions
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Not Sure
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	1.Is VLE more effective than traditional learning environment?
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Is it a problem to access a module in VLE?
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Is Communicating with instructor a problem of VLE?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Do you think technical issues in VLE make it difficult to track down study materials? 
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Do you think traditional learning environment helps to catch up on the lecture that you missed?
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Do you think VLE made assignment submission easier?
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Is VLE helping you to interact more with course-mate?
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Is VLE more convenient than blackboard learning?
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Do VLE allow you to ask questions if you don’t understand?
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Do you think VLE made education available for all?
	
	
	
	
	













·  
Research Group

Below 19 years	20 to 29 years	2	1	

Age Group

Below 19 years	20 to 29 years	30 to 49 Years	40 to 49 Years	50 to 59 Years	60 or above	2	1	4	1	1	1	


Is VLE more effective than traditional learning environment?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Is it a problem to access a module in VLE?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Is Communicating with instructor a problem of VLE?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Do you think technical issues in VLE make it difficult to track down study materials? 

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Do you think traditional learning environment helps to catch up on the lecture that you missed?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Do you think VLE made assignment submission easier?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Is VLE helping you to interact more with course-mate

Below 19 years	20 to 29 years	30 to 49 Years	40 to 49 Years	50 to 59 Years	2	1	4	1	1	

Is VLE more convenient than blackboard learning?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Do VLE allow you to ask questions if you don’t understand?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	

Do you think VLE made education available for all?

Strongly Agree	Agree	Not Sure	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	5	1	2	1	1	
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