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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

[bookmark: _Int_TR8uILPO][bookmark: _Int_ytyXwCDM]Storytelling is a greatly beneficial activity children are involved in. The Storyteller describes how they included props, rhyme, and repetition throughout their story and how each element helps within child development. Scottish Book Trust (2020) implies that babies can see basic lines and striking patterns whilst holding a book. Department for Education (2016) states that having an extensive vocabulary is essential to a child's development as a confident reader, and it is expanded through conversation and storytelling. A child's capacity to read difficult literature increases with the number of words they learn at an early age. Children are then able pick up more words as a result of this. BBC Teach (2024) explain that researchers have discovered that children who often hear and get read stories to them have an easier time understanding other people. Therefore, children are more empathetic and capable of comprehending of what other individuals feel and can think differently and have other opinions to individuals. Curriculum for Wales (2022) states that “Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work”. 

One of practices the Storyteller included in the traditional book was props. Hagood (2024) implies that props are play-based components that are crucial for idea development, fostering more adaptable ways of thinking, brainstorming, and promoting interaction with the children and the narrative itself.
The Learning Blog (2023) implies that in addition to using props to illustrate stories, storytellers can employ a variety of facial expressions to portray several emotions such as happiness, incomprehension, sorrow, despair, and restlessness. These emotions aid in children's comprehension of each character from the story's emotions as well as their introduction. It fosters children's empathy; children's language development and brain development are both aided by the activities that are taken by the storyteller. Jones (2010) states that props give children the chance to practice speaking, listening, critical thinking, vocabulary, comprehension, and sequencing. Jones (2010) also explains that telling a story with props to children is a fantastic method that can help children fall in love with reading and learning because it makes the tale come to life and helps children comprehend the language and the meaning of words more deeply. Bromley (2020) explains that regardless of any child's background, children can feel more like they belong in the classroom when they are encouraged to express themselves orally and share their ideas and opinions. One of the main objectives of belonging is to feel safe and secure. Giving children the chance to practice an improve their oral language also helps them acquire early literacy skills. 
When the storyteller used props whilst reading to children, the children are more engaged, more enthusiastic and it enriches children's experiences with reading. Learning and Teaching (2023) states that using props when retelling stories engages children, it holds their interest, it creates unique learning opportunities, it helps children connect the text and comprehend the narrative and it grasps children to love listening and reading stories. When the storyteller plays with the props whilst reading children stories, they need to somehow grasp the children's attention. Merga (2017) implies that the storyteller's speech should include various facial expressions, eye contact, good posture, use of props and songs, different tones of voices and infant directed speech. Not only should practitioners read to children, but parents and guardians need to read to children at home to keep up the children's oracy and literacy skills. Merga (2017) research does imply that some guardians are too busy, too tired and stop once their children learn to read. Reading can raise children's confidence, independence, and achievements. 
National Literacy Trust (2023) implies that writing, listening, reading, and speaking fluently are necessary for both effective communication and worldly understanding. For the digital age, it encompasses the critical and creative literacy skills. Levy and Marsh (2011) explain that from an early age, young children can use technology with competence. In addition to playing video games, more children are now using the internet for reading and writing. Aswell as this, Aubrey, and Dahl (2015) state that ICT is used differently in early childhood settings and at home. Additionally, because digital technology is expensive and not affordable for all families, it may lead to bullying and several more problems within Early Years Settings. Donaldson Report (2015) shows that “Digital literacy or digital competence is as important in the twenty-first century as literacy and numeracy”.

One of the practices that the storyteller included in both the traditional story and the digital story is rhyme. The BBC (2024) state that children can learn to distinguish sounds in words by hearing rhymes spoken, children learn how language functions and can increase their vocabulary by identifying similar sounds in words and lastly, children can learn to read more easily if they are familiar with nursery rhymes and the words in them, according to research. In the traditional story, the storytellers’ book included a lot of rhyme, rhymes that are catchy and snappy are easy for children to sing and narrate the rhyme on their own from an early age. This is related to Hart and Rinsleys (1995) research, which explains prominent levels of interaction and language, healthy language development, and the need for children to engage in high-quality interactions that include good bonding, gestures, and attachment. 
Syllables within rhyme can be favourable. Sayakhan et al (2019) observed that nursery rhymes’ rhythms are partly composed of their syllables. It also draws in listeners and prompts fast responses like hand clapping and bouncing up and down to the rhythm. Nursery Rhymes promote auditory perception, physical bond, and socialization by singing. The storyteller could make gestures and facial expressions to draw the children's attention. 
David Crystal (2017) stated that “Emphatic rhythm permeates the interactions between carers and children during the period from around 6 to 18 months. Think of the games that are played, for example tickling games, clapping games, knee-bobbing games, repetition songs, nursery rhymes and so on. A strong rhythm is reinforced by touch and body movement.” 

[bookmark: _Int_tJWqEjla]Kuppen (2018) states that in addition to providing a chance for intimacy and enjoyment, sung, and spoken rhymes present spoken language in a way that is simple for children to interact with. Children could predict what is going to happen after this due to the repetition, vocabulary, rhythm, and tones. This could also help with reading comprehension by making the rhyme’s words easier to recall and emphasizing sounds. Kay (2023) implied that children can show that they also have phonological awareness, the understanding that phrases are made up of a number of components like syllables and rhymes by finding and pronouncing oral rhymes. Harper (2011) explains that phonological awareness includes knowledge of how the alphabet’s letters correspond to speech phonemes is a requirement for successful spelling as well as early reading. Harper (2011) also portrays that there are several activities that can promote children's phonological awareness’ such as matching pictures to words, matching words to words and emphasizing rhymes’ phonological awareness. 
Pourkalhor (2017) implies that nursery rhymes with music may provide children with additional learning chances to integrate new vocabulary with what vocabulary they have already learnt. A perfect learning environment encourages adaptability and the process of novel forms of expression. This suggests that music has a crucial role in including the entire brain in the learning process. Read et al., (2014) states that rhyme provides children “an edge” in language comprehension and learning, it boosts vocabulary and enhances children's memory. The BBC (2024) state that children can learn to recognise word sounds by hearing rhymes in words. According to research, children can learn to read more easily if they are familiar with nursery rhymes and the words in them. Aswell as this, children learn through rhyming patterns that have frequently similar letters. 
One of the practices that the storyteller included in both the traditional story and the digital story is repetition. BBC (2024) states that repetition can improve co-ordination and boost children's self-esteem and fortifies the neural pathways in the brain that facilitate learning in children. Repetition of words can sometimes help children divide speech into specific words, according to certain research. As well as this, children learn new skills through practice, which is what repetition portrays and therefore children's brains can form connections between words and objects with the aid of repetition. Lodge (2020) states that there are several ways to promote oracy. For example, learning how to listen, speak, not to interrupt, taking turns, questioning, and answering individuals, responding, and greeting. Lodge also portrayed “Too many children locked in semi-silence". Lodge gathered that silence is increasingly accepted as the new normality as children are incapable of expressing their ideas, emotions, and opinions. 
Childhood Development (2021) explains that speaking aloud repeatedly helps children learn innovative words, phrases, languages, and the correct terms of speech. Children are learning and developing a wide range of unique skills such as pulling themselves up to move around, developing both gross and fine motor skills. Children are enhancing their abilities in all these domains as they revisit motions, bodylaguage and different noises. Children will feel enthusiastic, confident and competence because of their accomplishments. Lemetyinen (2023) explains that Skinner (1957) gathered that imitation, reinforcement, and conditioning, as well as environmental influence explains how language develops. Skinner portrays that children learn language from imitating adults. According to behaviourist reinforcement theories, children acquire language through word meaning association, according to Skinner. When the child understands the importance of terms and expressions in communication, correct pronouncements are confidently reinforced. 

Within the digital story, it includes a lot of repetition which will engage children's attention. Early Childhood Education and Care (2023) state that children's early literacy skills are developed through hearing repetition. Early brain development benefits from the repetition of words, concepts, and abilities because it lays the groundwork for early learning. It also explains that repeating words from a book permits children to learn new vocabulary and children could mimic and imitate it back and therefore learn new knowledge and language. Horst et al., (2011) state that when the same story is told repeatedly, children retain the words more effectively than when they hear the three identical words used in three separate stories.
Neaum (2012) states that within Early Literacy, it includes talking and speech. This is when communication is through a word choice, sentence structure and prosody. The act of comprehending and generating meaning from written words is known as reading. Frost (2017) states that speaking aloud repeatedly helps children. Repetition of the same text is beneficial for children. Children’s literacy skills are supported by repetition, which makes the text more familiar, whether they read aloud or are read to by an adult. Repetition helps with confidence and fluency. Consistency, frequency, and fluidity of reading are some of the characteristics of fluency. Revisiting the text several times aids in streamlining it to prevent stuttering or moving slowly. Enhanced reading confidence can be fostered through improved vocabulary knowledge. Reading the text is made easier by the familiarity of it. Montessori (2024) implies that repetition teaches children to apply, understand, and recall information. It also helps to strengthens the neural processors in the brain that are essential for learning. Children are taught to distinguish variations and differences in the world around them through repetition, which can improve children's coordination. 
To conclude, the storyteller included rhyme, repetition, and props within their digital and traditional books. The storyteller found the traditional book a lot simpler and easier to read and perform to children with props and repetition. The storyteller found the digital book more challenging as they are not familiar with some digital sources. In the future, the storyteller should point at the words whilst reading the story to children as it could help the children to recognise and learn the words. Aswell as this, the storyteller did not ask the children any questions, it could be a positive thing to include in future practice. 
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