
Thomas Jefferson was born April 13th 1743 in Shadwell, Virginia.  He was the third child and eldest son to Peter Jefferson and Jane Randolph Jefferson.  At the age of only 14 Peter Jefferson would pass away but not before bestowing a young Thomas with extensive access to the family library.  It was here that Thomas would begin an appreciation of literature, Latin and Greek and his thirst for knowledge would become all consuming.   Jefferson would later be known for his expansion of his library which he later sold to Congress in 1815 for the sum of $23950(The library of Congress).  He was tutored in science, history and philosophy by a James Morley and then later enrolled in the college of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia in the year 1760 and graduated in 1762.  Following he would pursue law under the tutelage of George Wythe and join the likes of the future Chief justice John Marshall and statesman Henry Clay. George Wythe would later add his signature to the Declaration of independence.  Jefferson would see his career as a lawyer begin in 1767 and he would undergo several important cases that would later shape his opinions and influence his views on how government should conduct itself.  I would like to examine some such events and his influence on them to determine where his allegiances lied at that time and how he developed his view points. 
Some of Thomas’s earlier workings came to pass when he become a member of colonial Virginia’s house of Bourgesses from 1769 to 1775. He would gain recognition  for creating a pamphlet ‘A Summary View of the Rights of British America in 1774 which voiced the opinion that the American colonies should not have British parliament exercise authority over them. (www.history.com)  In these paragraphs he is seen to address the existing King George the third of Britain with respect and a great understanding of the policies of that have proceeded the British empire.  He continues to acknowledge the dynamics of British rule and state its inadequacies when it comes to the matters of the American as individuals.
‘To represent to his majesty that these his states have often individually made humble application to his imperial throne to obtain, through its intervention, some redress of their injured rights, to none of which was ever even an answer condescended; humbly to hop that this their joint address, ;penned in the language of truth, and divested of those expressions of servility which would persuade his majesty that we are asking favours, and not rights, shall obtain from his majesty a more respectful acceptance. And this his majesty will think we have reason to expect when he reflects that he is no more than the chief office of the people, appointed by the laws, and circumscribed with definite powers to assist in working the great machine of government, erected for their use, and consequently subject to their superintendence.  And in order that these our rights, as well as the invasions of them, maybe laid more fully before his majesty, to take a view of them from the origin and first settlement of these countries’
‘To remind him that our ancestors, before their emigration to America, were the free inhabitants of the British dominions in Europe, and possessed a right which nature has given to all men, of departing from the country in which chance, not choice, has placed them, of going in quest of new habitations and of their establishing new societies, under such laws and regulations as to them shall seem most likely to promote public happiness’` 
 Thomas was perhaps better known as the third Prime minister of the United States succeeding John Adams in 1801. He is renowned as one of the Founding fathers, but he was also responsible for the drafting of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 where it is written of a proclamation that the views of the many towards the Prince is that of a tyrant and is unfit to be ruler of a free nation due to a repeat of injury after many partitions of Redress.  That they are absolvent of all allegiances to the British crown and political connection. That they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances and have the right of an independent state.  
Having access to such extensive literature and knowledge of both history philosophy Jefferson would look to works from the likes of John Locke who was one of the most prominent Philosophers and political theorists of the seventeenth century .  Born 1632 in Wrington and gifted as the founder of Empiricism he is better known for his theory of limited government.  In which he believed that governments had limited powers over citizens and as such could be thwarted  and overruled by the populous under certain circumstances.  Thus providing Jefferson with a glimpse into how government dynamics can be questioned and could be cemented in its workings.(The Internet of Encyclopaedia)
Already an inheritor of wealth in the form of land and slaves from the death of his father, he then amounted more at the demise of his father in law John Wayles including debts of significant amounts.  It has been recorded that during his lifespan Jefferson would amount approximately 600 hundred slaves.  One of which a Miss Sally Hemings he would have a secret relationship and father at least six of her children.  Through his practises in law governing for equality and indeed in the words ‘all men are created equal’ in his writings of The Declaration of Independence.  Many counties including Massachusetts based their future actions on these constitutions and  then abolished slavery.  Sadly Jefferson although a pioneer and enlightened thinker who rallied for escape from tyranny he was a product of his time. Resulting in his words not meeting his actions. That not freeing his slaves was from an apparent belief of their inferiority and that he was providing a better quality of life for them.  
I would endeavour therefore that Thomas Jefferson was a pioneer in cementing  a democratic republicanism that we base American government on today.  He understood the need to have equal representation and to avoid corruption by use of charters however he would not always follow that due to his own personal circumstances. 
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