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The Importance of the Welsh Language in the Public Sector in Wales
This essay is about why the Welsh language is very important in Wales. There is a debate whether it is as essential as some would say and this is essay is to clarify and explain in great detail as to why it is important in the public sector of Wales. 
The Welsh language is the national language of Wales and it should be important for all citizens of Wales and people originally from Wales to learn the Welsh language. The Welsh language is spoken by many and is only going to become more popular as time goes on. ‘The Welsh language is at the heart of our modern Welsh identity’ (Welsh Government, n.d.). It is as important as any other national language as there are always going to speakers of the national language and can be very important to know if ever encountering someone who speaks the language. As the Welsh language is getting more and more useful and popular by the day it is exceptionally important and useful to have a substantial knowledge on the national language spoken. The author’s opinion on this is that the Welsh language should be more popular than it is today, and a part of that opinion is that the author is happy to see that the language is growing and gaining popularity as time goes by, the language should just be as popular as other languages in their respective countries. 
One example of how important the language can be is with the police force, it is important to have a knowledge of the Welsh language because there is guaranteed to be a time when a police officer encounters a Welsh speaker and would have no way of communicating if they had no prior Welsh knowledge but there will be more on this example later on in this essay. The author’s opinion on this fact is extremely and supportive of this fact as he also understands how the police use the Welsh language as a way to better their job skills. This applies especially in Wales as police officers are far more likely to encounter people who speak Welsh as their first language or as their only spoken language.
One thing that has been noticed by the police in Wales, specifically Dyfed Powys Police have noticed that since the last review the percentage of callers who request Welsh translation was at an incredibly low 3.6%. For the entire population of Wales that have had any sort of Police call only 3.6% of the population wanted Welsh translation which shows that the language is close to rock bottom, this shouldn’t be the case as it is the place where Welsh should be spoken most. Although the review is slightly outdated and as of the time of writing they are due to have another fairly soon. Dyfed Powys Police have recognised the need for officers to have a knowledge of the Welsh language and stated that ‘Last year over a hundred members of staff took Welsh lessons ranging from the Chief Constable to frontline staff’ (Dyfed Powys Police, 2018). They decided to make a plan to ensure that Police officers have the substantial knowledge to proceed with the job more efficiently, this is called the Welsh Language Strategy Plan and it ranged between the times of 2018 up until 2021.
Another useful point as to understanding the importance of the Welsh language is that living in Wales or finding a job in Wales can require you to have some form or other knowledge of the Welsh language as ‘Some jobs advertised in Wales ask for Welsh as an essential or desirable skill’ (Careers Wales, n.d.). Living in Wales means that it is extremely likely that having a somewhat advanced level of Welsh language skills is guaranteed to be beneficial because no matter where you go and what you do in Wales, there will be items, signs and such forth written in Welsh so having some understanding of what relevant terms mean is very essential for any citizen in Wales. Though most Welsh speaking or related career paths work by the Welsh standards.
The Welsh language standards is built on a piece of legislation known as the Welsh language measure 2011. What this insights is that the legislation hopes to ensure that everybody who speaks Welsh in workplaces do not feel excluded or ‘treated no less favourably than English’ (Natural Resources Wales, 2022). It also aims to promote the Welsh language and shows why it is a useful and resourceful language to learn and use in the modern world. The standards were put into place to serve as a way of rights to for the general public to be spoken to and receive whatever they need in the medium of the Welsh language. What the root of the standards is, is that it ‘enables people to live their lives through the medium of Welsh, if they choose to do so’ (South Wales University, n.d). The standards ensure that people have the right to have any services delivered spoken in Welsh if they do require it. One person who is responsible and has powers to enforce the Welsh standards is the Welsh language commissioner. ‘The Commissioner can impose duties on organisations to use the Welsh Language – Welsh Language standards’ (Welsh Language Commissioner, n.d.). 
One good thing that is being done with demonstrating the importance of the Welsh language is that children throughout Wales are learning and studying Welsh as a compulsory subject which shows the importance otherwise there would be no benefit or actual point to learning Welsh if there is minimal chance of using the language in the future. Welsh is taught all the way from primary school and can go as far as learning Welsh in university. It is also recognised that ‘the Welsh Language Use Survey 2013-15 found that 4 out of 5 children aged 3 to 15 mainly learnt Welsh at school or nursery’ (Bowyer, 2021). In many schools in Wales the Welsh language classes are compulsory to a certain extent which shows that regardless of anything, children in Wales are learning the Welsh language whether they think it is important or not is irrelevant. ‘The Welsh Government wants to make sure that children can be educated in Welsh if there’s a need or demand for it’ (Theschoolrun, n.d.). 
What has been recognised as of recent years by the author of this is that to be employed as a member of the police force in Wales, it is important to have the required level of Welsh. One example is to be a part of a policing apprenticeship, a level 2 Welsh skill is required to do the job to the standards expected which is true to what the job entails as it is possible that the job often deals with first and only Welsh language speakers. 
‘The number of speakers is growing fast’ (Coslett, 2019). The Welsh language has evidently been growing as of recent years, so much so that by 2050 a goal has been set for the Welsh language to be spoken by at least one million people which given the current population is still a huge climb for the national language. One reason for the sudden rise in popularity is somewhat due to the coronavirus pandemic, how this is known is that in 2020 it was recorded that there was an increase of 44 percent in people learning Welsh as confirmed by the ITV. ‘44% Increase in the number of people learning Welsh in 2020’ (ITV, 2021). This fact gives optimism to the general public of Wales and those who wish more popularity within learning the language. It is bound to make a lot of people happy to see their native language become so popular after steady declines and overall being triumphed over by the English language.
The next important subtopic to display the importance of the Welsh language is a piece of legislation known as the Welsh Language act 1993. This act was introduced because before this point in time the Welsh language was not anywhere near as popular as today. The act saw that the Welsh language should not be as irrelevant as it was back in those days. One thing that this act did was that it ‘established the Welsh Language Board and provided that certain public bodies should give effect’ (LawWales, 2020.). The act saw fit that the English and Welsh language be treated as equals rather than one being triumphed by the other and this was especially important in workplaces as there were and still are large portions of people whose first language is Welsh or English but being any different had no impact on the experiences in the workplaces as there were ways to be treated equally. Though ‘Much of the 1993 Act remains in force, with the Welsh Language Commissioner carrying out the role of the now abolished Welsh Language Board in respect of the schemes’ (LawWales, 2020). The act ensured that public bodies and crown bodies were able to provide services to the general public when it comes to the Welsh language. The author’s opinion on the Welsh language act is that it is a good thing that the act came when it did as people were starting to lose interest in the language and felt excluded because the majority of Wales spoke English, the majority of Wales do still speak English but the act is seen as the foundation and has allowed people to feel equal and included with most things as they have options to have them be spoken in the Welsh language, such as schools and careers and many other services and the author could not be happy to know this fact.
As time went on the act needed to be modernised and the way the government decided to do this was to put the Welsh Measures 2011 into place. The Welsh measures will ‘gradually replace the existing system of Welsh language schemes provided for by the Welsh Language Act 1993’ (LawWales, 2020). It was put into place to promote the Welsh language and further ensure that Welsh was treated no differently than the English language. It also made provision for the Welsh language standards mentioned before. It also made a ‘provision about the official status of the Welsh language’ (Bangor University, 2016). It wanted to better the status and improve its popularity within the Welsh public. The author believes that the Welsh measures 2011 also gave the Welsh government a strategic framework for the Welsh language in the workforce. The framework was known as the More than Just Words. What the aim of this framework is ‘to ensure that the language needs of Welsh speakers are met’ (Williams, 2014). What they do is they make sure that the people who have Welsh as their only language receive the services, they need to do the things they want to without feeling different because of language delivery. If they want to work in a certain place, the framework and measures aim to give those people services which allow them to go on with their career through the Welsh language.
To conclude, it is evident that the Welsh language has a lot of relevancies in modern day and that the language has a certain importance in Wales. Though it was not always this way, the Welsh government saw that the language was not as used and well-known as it should have been and evidently, they acted on that and introduced different legislations to ensure that no one feels excluded because they only speak Welsh. The optimism for the future is high and fairly realistic due to the popularity of the language and regardless of the goals of the future, the number of Welsh speakers is increasing which further displays the importance of the Welsh language in Wales. 
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