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Essay one: How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. Word limit: 1000 words.

The code of ethics as outlined by the College of Policing (2014) underpins the minimum standards which should be upheld by police officers, staff, and each individual working within the sector. These standards ensure that each person is professional, fair, honest, respectful, and work in a way which selflessness and openness. If the public lacks confidence to believe that the police are fair, that they act ethically and in their best interests, they will be less likely to support the police to uphold the law. 
An article by Kenyon (2023) state that police conduct is a broad description of the failure of the policing meeting the standards expected from them through inappropriate or illegal actions or behaviours, these actions can vary in severity such as excessive use of force, racial profiling, false arrest or wrongful detention, abuse of power by followed by engaging in corrupt practices , unlawful search and seizures, failure to intervene when they witness a colleague engaging in wrong doing, police misconduct is at the forefront as it erodes public trust in policing and can lead to negative consequences for both individuals and communities

Durham Police (No Date) explain how individuals are responsible for their own professional behaviour by ensuring that they deliver the highest standards possible. Everyone who works in policing must have a good understanding of the contents of the code of ethics and to be used as a guide for behaviour if that’s in work, away from work or online or offline.

Home Office (2016) state that that many police officers and employees carry out their duties with honesty and integrity. To protect the public's safety, they put themselves in danger. They deal with violent criminals and defend those who are defenceless. In addition, the independent Crime According to a survey for England and Wales, crime has decreased by 5 percent since 2010 but a minority of police officers acts undermines the good work of those thousands of police officers.  Public trust, the basis of the model of consent-based policing, is in danger of declining which is affected by a constant stream of incidents and reports involving police wrongdoing. 
Home Office (2016) underscores the significant challenges facing law enforcement agencies. A crucial aspect of law enforcement's effectiveness hinges on the public's confidence in their ability to perform their duties, with the utmost importance placed on fairness and propriety in their actions. This vital public trust can be eroded if there is a perception that police officers and personnel do not meet the expected standards of integrity or honesty.
When such doubts emerge, the ability of the police to effectively carry out their responsibilities is seriously compromised, as public support wanes once trust is shattered. Therefore, it becomes imperative that both the government and the police force take proactive measures to ensure that the highest standards of honesty are upheld. This collaborative effort is essential to not only restore public trust but also to maintain it in the long term, ensuring that the police can continue to effectively serve and protect the community.

An example of a police misconduct case which has affected the public’s confidence is a case which involved A 33-year-old marketing executive named Sarah Everard who was abducted, raped, and killed by a Met Police officer. On Wednesday 3rd March 2013, Sarah vanished while travelling home from a friend's house in Clapham, South London. A week later, her body was discovered in a forest close to Ashford, Kent. Met Police Officer, Wayne Couzens, was given a life sentence in jail after entering a plea of guilty to all charges. 
The incident generated indignation across the country, this is backed up by headlining articles like “Nearly half of women trust police less after Sarah Everard murder”, Lamiat Sabin (2021) who states that a survey, which sampled 1,699 persons, also found that 76% of women and 61% of all adults believe that policing culture needs to change in order to respond to violence against women and girls more effectively.

65% of respondents believed that authorities should take greater action to stop sex-based violence, while 10 percent of women thought Couzens' actions would result in them less likely to report sexual assault to the police, a further survey by Tudor (2023) explains that in recent data from the London Mayor’s Office for Police and Crime’s ‘Public attitude survey’ revealed that of the Londoners surveyed:
A decrease in trust and confidence in the police between March 2021 and March 2022, as well as a decrease in the percentage of people who believe that the police treat everyone fairly. 
Trust in the police: In March 2021, 80% of the population had trust in the police, but this trust decreased to 73% in March 2022. This is a decline of 7 percentage points.
Confidence in the police: In March 2021, 55% of the population had confidence in their local police, but this confidence decreased to 49% in March 2022. This is a decline of 6 percentage points.
Belief in fair treatment by the police: In March 2021, 70% of the population believed that the police treated everyone fairly, regardless of who they are, but this belief decreased to 62% in March 2022. This is a decline of 8 percentage points.

These statistics suggest a general decrease in public confidence and trust in the police, as well as a decrease in the perception of fair treatment by the police, over the course of that one-year period. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk146031508]Essay two: How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may refer to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.

Utilising a multiagency approach to manage violent and sexual offenders ensures that they are managed effectively to ensure the wider public are safe and ensure these offenders are able to integrate into the community safely. Victim Support. (No Date) highlights that managed offenders would help to ensure that victims of sexual or violent crimes such as domestic abuse, sexual assault or hate related violence are also protected after the offender is released from prison.

 College Of Policing (No Date) states that police officers have essential structures that is utilised through multi-agency coordinated approach which is imperative to ensuring that the danger posed by sexual offenders, violent offenders is managed appropriately and effectively to protect the public.

Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2022) explains that for 20 years, Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) have been a feature of the criminal justice system. These agreements were made to encourage efficient information sharing and teamwork among agencies in the management of dangerous individuals. The public has a right to expect that criminal justice organisations would do everything in their power to minimise the danger of further harm from those who have committed major violent or sexual offences, despite the fact that risk can never be completely eliminated.
There are several agencies who are involved in MAPPA, Kent Safeguarding (No Date) highlight that under Section 325(3) of the Criminal Justice Act other agencies have a duty to co-operate, who devise, implement and review robust risk management plans with MAPPA risk assessments, these include local authority Social Care Services, Integrated Case Boards, NHS trust and strategic health authorities, Job Centre, Youth Offending Teams, Police, Prison and Probation Services.
A case study from by HMI Probation (2018) involves a male namely Leroy Campbell who had a history of serious sexual offending and was a predilection for attacking line woman. Leroy was sentenced for 11 years for serious sexual offences. Whilst in prison Leroy was assessed with the multi-agency public protection arrangements. In the assessment involved the police and the parole board with the probation service which both is defined by GOV (No Date) as an independent body which completes risk assessments on prisoners, these risk assessments evaluate and determine whether the prisoners are safe to be released into the community and to be managed in a manner which keeps the members of the community safe. Following the MAPPA assessment Leroy was deemed to be safe to be released into the community following a decision made by the parole board. Upon release, Leroy was managed in the community with minimal curfew requirements to be upheld by Leroy, HMI Probation state that police and probation co-ordination was not sufficient where a key piece of information was not shared between the police and the probation service. Leroy was subject to be living in approved premises which is explained by Prison Reform Trust (No Date) to be an intensive supervision for those who present high or very high risk of serious harm, which plays a role in monitoring and reducing re-offending and reintegration into society. Leroy did not return to his approved premises and Probation services didn’t not inform any of the multi-agencies such as the police which made Leroy unlawfully at large. It was found that a further comment made by Leroy who stated to the probation service that he might re-offend, might rape again. Leroy continued to commit further serious offences whilst unlawfully large in the public by raping and killed Lisa Skidmore in her own home and attempted to murder her mother.
Findings from HMI Probation (2018) found that the multi-agency approach failed to co-ordinate an overall safeguarding structure to safeguard the community, Leroy should have resulted in immediate firm action to protect the public thus meaning locating Leroy and moved back into approved premises, or recall prison, instead Leroy was let free to commit these horrific unprecedented crimes. This re-enforces the accountability each MAPPA has in working together and sharing information in managing violent offenders and sexual offenders to protect the members of the public. As outlined by Tehrani (2023) the use of MOSOVO officers within the police and the use of information sharing with other agencies helps violent offenders to reduce re-offending, ensuring that the community is protected from the criminal behaviours of offenders.
An article by A.R.U. (No Date) highlights the effectiveness of multi-agency public protection in England and Wales. This national study, which is the most thorough examination of multi-agencies referrals to date, used by a combination of methods and involves extensive focus of research with MAPPA experts from the police, probation service, prison service, youth offending teams, victim support, and social scare sections, in addition to an in-depth analysis of more than 39,000 people under MAPPA management. 
According to this research, MAPPA participants’ reoffending rates are less than half as high as the national average, with a one year proven reoffending rate of 12.2% compared to a national average of between 30.0% and 31.3% over a comparable time period. This is also backed by Mann and Specht (2023) which key findings from the analysis were that proven reoffending rates was 12.2% compared to a national overall reoffending rate of 30%, these were managed through recall to custody rates and through information sharing between multi-agencies services.
The conclusion of this study proved reoffending rates for those under MAPPA management are significantly lower than those seen in previous periods in England and Wales. The reductions in the frequency and severity of offences under MAPPA management indicate that MAPPA provides assistance to manage those who have been convicted of violent and sexual offences.
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 Essay three: To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? Your answer must be based on academic research into the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people. Word limit: 1000 words. 
Lifestyle theory is an accurate reflection of what makes people vulnerable to becoming a victim of serious organised crime. I will be defining what makes a person vulnerable and a victim and what is serious organised crime.
As defined by Pratt & Turanovic (2015) the lifestyle theory and routine activity theory use three elements where behaviours such as an offender, target and opportunity can mean that places or individuals are more susceptible of becoming victim to organised crime when these all come together. 
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Figure 1: (Wickert, C. 2020., Routine Activity Theory).

Figure 1 is built up of three elements, motivated offender who looks at crime from an offenders point of view and the offender thinks that a target is suitable. A suitable target is any time of individual or property that the motivated offender can damage or threaten in the easiest way possible. A capable guardian whose presence would discourage a crime from taking place and must be absent.

Debenham (2023) explains that a person’s vulnerability such as a learning disability, physical limitation, sensory impairment, or illness may make them more vulnerable. A vulnerable person is often someone above the age of 18, who may not be able to care for themselves and who may not be able to defend themselves against abuse or exploitation. Vulnerable people could be in danger at home, in their neighbourhood, whilst travelling by public transportation and online, these are just some many ways people can become vulnerable. A study by Conklin (2022) highlights that criminal abuse or victimisation falls under four general kinds, however its vital to know that many abuse imposes into other categories, the essential four are physical victimisation such as assaults, kidnapping, harm done through aggression. Sexual victimisation through forcing sexual acts on someone without their consent and pressuring someone into sexual acts. Psychological includes emotional manipulation, intimidating or stalking of a person. 
An article provided by Winchester (2020) states that serious and organised crime also known as (SOC) is a criminal activity that is organised, planned, and carried out by individuals, organisations, or members of the worldwide network. Typically, the focus is on gaining wealth, money, profit, power, and influence.  There are many ways how these groups achieve these aims, the most harmful and serious organised crimes fall into the following categories.
-	Border vulnerabilities (Trafficking of criminal commodities across borders).
-	Illegal firearms.
-	Cybercrime / Fraud.
-	Drug trafficking / county lines.
-	Money laundering and illicit finance.
-	Modern slavery and human trafficking. 
-	Bribery, corruption.
-          County lines
County lines is explained by White (2021) are a drug network powered by organised criminal gangs to export illegal substances into communities, these networks exploit children, vulnerable adults to transport and store and sell drugs. This is also backed up by NCA. (No Date) who state county lines is an exploitation of vulnerable and often people with addiction problems which is a factor of the suitable target on ‘figure 1 model’, people who are dealers in some cases take over someone’s local property, normally belonging to a vulnerable person to use it to operate their criminal activity from, this is known as ‘cuckooing’.

In the 2014-2023 report by Leicester Safeguarding Adults Board (No date) cuckooing is outlined as the most vulnerable members of society are frequently the target of those who choose to exploit, the organised crime groups will often pick certain locations. As a way of utilising someone's home as an appropriate location to store/deal drugs, these individuals employ a method that involves establishing a friendship, displaying charm, and using manipulative tactics to quickly establish a rapport. This strategy is further substantiated by the Lewisham Safeguarding Adults Board (no date), who explains that drug dealers target vulnerable individuals who are in dire need, enticing them with offers of free money or drugs in exchange for the use of their residence as a base for drug dealing.

These vulnerable individuals may lack capable guardians due to circumstances such as neglect, addiction, prior involvement in criminal activities, or the absence of a stable source of income and material possessions. They may agree to let these individuals "stay at their house," but over time, the perceived benefits diminish and eventually cease altogether. In some cases, larger groups may take over the premises once they have gained influence over the individual or resort to threats to assert control over them. The offenders frequently have access to numerous cuckooed addresses at once and switch between them swiftly to avoid being caught.
Alarming figures provided by Eichler (2023) states that an increase of 300% of cuckooing across the London capital alone, in 2022 there were 316 cases of cuckooing of the practice of taking over a vulnerable persons home as a part of a drug dealing operation, however this is on the rise of 72 prepared to 2018. These figures were also backed up by Booth (2023) who explains that during an investigation in March 2022 an organised crime group visited 799 different addresses in cities, towns and villages believed to be surrounded by ‘cuckoo’ addresses and findings shown that one in eight people have seen signs of cuckooing in their communities. A continued report by North Wales Police between March 2021 and April 2022, 54 victims of cuckooing had been identified and 44 of those victims either had problems with substance misuse, 10 were disabled or had learning disabilities and 39 were unemployed.
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Essay four: Why does a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. Word limit: 1000 words

[image: ]A partnership approach is a collaborative relationship between organisations which reflect to a common interest or achievement. As defined by Berry, Briggs, Erol and Staden (2011) a partnership approach is largely built on a relationship between agencies that no singular agency will be able to deal with or could be responsible for dealing with due to the complexities or problems which are faced. Partnership approach in utilised in such a way in which local areas in England and Wales approach community safety.






Figure 2: Kernow Salwa. (No Date) Reduce Reoffending
Figure 2 are just some of the deep route health and social problems and substance misuse which can influence offenders to re-offend in the society if support is not put in place through partner agencies. National research by Salwa (No Date) suggests that accommodation for offenders can make a difference of crime and reoffending by 20% and where two out of three adult offenders are unemployed and have a lack of qualifications, the survey suggests that education employability issues are linked to reoffending for a quarter of adult offenders and the majority of short sentence offenders are concerned about their financial situation upon release and which can result in further re-offending.

McGuire (2002) explains that offenders including high risk, have an array of needs. Some offenders need places to live or work or they need help in rehabilitation to stop taking drugs and individuals perceive themselves to have nothing to lose, a citation provided by McGuire highlights that 56.5% of reoffending criminals have utilised partnership agencies to seek housing, counselling and drug rehabilitation which has changed behaviour and reduced crime in England and Wales.
Effective approaches are those that are supported through an involvement between a professional who aims to influence their support, thoughts, and behaviours towards offenders. Evidence provided by O’Connor & Waddell (2015) shows counselling being the most successful in reducing re-offending, this is also backed up by Foresight (2019) which states as a part of a study 300 men arrested by Hampshire Police were referred as an out of court disposal to attend a CARA workshop which is aimed to persuade offenders to use motivational techniques through participating in counselling sessions and empower them to change their behaviours, this found that 35% of individuals did not further offend.
Other methods of manging offenders are implemented where findings from College of Policing (2017) explains that offenders are fitted with an electronic monitoring device which provides a combination radio-frequency GPS tracking and imposes curfews between specific times of the day which can be enforced by the criminal justice system which can be an alternative to a prison sentence or parole on release. A study by Scottish Government (2019) which is a review of reoffending evidence of offenders in Europe and the US. Research of 16,475 cases of offenders released from prison were monitored through EMS as a part of an early release, this shown a reduction of reoffending by 25%, however this study found that sex offenders were the most compliant cohort of EMS with a reoffending rate of 0.4%.

Although prison sentencing is an effective way for offenders to pay for their crime it will not inhibit the offender committing further crimes UK Essays (2017) explains rehabilitation which is defined as ‘treatment-based process, intervention or programme is put in place to help offenders overcome historic difficulties linked to re-offending, thus aim is based on changing the offenders behaviour and to address the root causes, this is linked in with probation programmes which is adapted to each offender differently on their circumstances which could result in a requirement of drug or alcohol treatments through meetings and appointments and should the offenders consume any of those substances they could be subsequently recalled to prison, many of crimes across England and Wales especially retail thefts and dwelling burglaries have links to offenders who are vulnerable through the use of drink and drugs where they put themselves in the forefront of crime to pay for their addictions with however these infrastructure in place there has been a proven re-offending reduction rate of 64.5%.
This also reflects a study by Taylor (2022) which shows key findings of primary focus in prisons is based on a strategy to prevent re-offending and reform and rehabilitate offenders, this in particular is based around supporting offenders through a comprehensive plan from day in treating addictions and recovery, educating a prisoner to ensure they leave custody with a basic level on English and maths to they are prepared for work on release and improving their prospects in getting a job and steering them out of crime and reoffending. 

However, whilst there is a reduction in reoffending Adler, Edwards, Scally, Gill, Puniskis Genoskis and Hovarth (2016) state that young people amongst the community are found to be the most likely to re-offend. Referrals through the police to Functional Family Therapy are used to put interventions at family level that has had success with a reduction of 13%, which involves family-based counselling which develops their parenting skills and includes support programmes for parents which focuses on risk factors within and outside family environment with aims to increase positive interactions between both parents and child and setting boundaries however there are alternatives through Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care which is an alternative to residential care for chronic offenders aged 3yrs to 18yrs. Young offenders are supported through specialist training and are monitored throughout their residence, findings through Maxwell & Corliss (2020) explain MTF to be successful in reducing reoffending by 72%.
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