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 United Kingdom is divided into three separate legal systems; England and Wales, Scotland, and Northen Ireland. They all have their own laws, rules and regulations but are united by a single Supreme Court which takes hearing cases from all three areas. This assignment will focus on the structure of England legal system based on common law principals, the origin of law, how is divided and the importance of keeping the order within society. 
 English legal system is design to create, interpret and enforce law in each district. Also known as common law, is a set of rules based on a judge's decision rather than legal rules made in an Act of Parliament. As stated in’’ Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing (2021)’’ by the editors (Robin, B. and Sarah, B. 2021) common law can be traced well way back as the foundation of English law to the Norman invasion of Britain in the eleven centuries were the decisions made by the local courts were passed over through words to other courts. In time they had been accepted by more courts creating a’ binding precedent’ to common law offences such as murder and manslaughter diverting the way of justice and escaping from lawful custody. Now in the UK common law offences are no longer made but at the same time existing laws are still considered by courts when precedents are made. In the past English legal system was based more on procedural methods rather than everyday conduct rights which over time gradually developed into a modern system with rights being seen as primary over procedures. The common law was subsequently supplemented by the equity system as a measure of its rigidity which was believed in its early years. Therefore, because a conflict was rising between common law and equity, Britain abolished the destruction between the two of them in the Judicate Act 1873 (W.S.M. knight 2017). As a result, today the unification between the two legal systems proved more stability within English legal system that strive to balance each other. As stated above, the law can be defined as a set of rules defining the types of behaviors in society made by state institutions which creates law through authority of the state. At the same time, the law must be dynamic and constructive. However, law as a rule imposing obligation upon citizens can be inadequate because obligations from everyone came first from ’good manners’ rule implemented by different society bodies such as parents, education, morality, character (Partington 2021).  Law does not impose only strict obligations as a rule but also confers powers to authorities and rights on people. All rules combined to form the legal system are being constituted from institutions and personnel which have the authority to carry out legal functions. The legal system has two main functions to work efficiently such as creating laws and enforcing them but at the same time has the authority based on force in making people comply with the judge's decisions assuring that no one is above the law (Stewart, T.P. 2017). Law must undertake critical social control function showing a significant role in maintaining order within society as well as the dispute settlement function where arrangements must be found for a conflict resolution. Law has both ‘macro ‘and ‘micro’ functions. Partington argues that ‘macro’ functions of law are to maintain public, political, social, economic, international, and moral order (Partington, pp.8-18) such as laws relating to business in supporting economic activities. He also argues that ‘micro' functions of law are to be more constructive regarding social objectives such as defining the limits of specific action behavior. Partington (2021) stated that one problem of many functions of law can bring both in a conflict together such as trying to maintain the social order can interfere with the protection of civil freedom and free expression. According to The Human Rights Act 1998 ‘the civils has the right to liberty and security’ as well as ‘freedom of expression’. In England common law has different meanings, being distinct from statute law, civil law, and equity. Statute law is an Act of Parliament where starts as Bills introduced in either the House of Commons or House of Lords where contrasted common law being based on judge decision, and which is the foundation and primary source of the current legal system. Bills are meant to create new legislation written by a proposal and submitted to the House of Parliament for a decision to be made (UK Parliament, 2023). However, if accepted, it must be given a Royal Assent before becoming an Act of Parliament. An example of a bill becoming a statute law was the Criminal Finance Bill introduced in the House of Commons in October 2016 and received the Royal Assent in April 2017. Civil law is a primary source of law and is often contrasted with common law, which has its origin in medieval England. Civil law is a law meant to deal with disputes between society individuals or private organizations where judgements relating finances are involved. In the civil law there is a codified system of law based on administrative law, tax law and civil codes. Judges follow precedent in civil law. Their role is to establish the facts of the case, investigate the problem and finally take a decision on a case. Also, civil law is subdivided into major laws such as contract law, law of tort, family law and land law. However, the law of tort can be set as a good example in contrasting common law where Hayes (2022) stated the concept of law of tort as ‘wrong done to a person’. Equity contrasts with common law as it created new rights recognizing trusts and giving beneficiaries rights against trustees where in common law those aspects were not available. In the common law system legal principles are found within the judges' decisions operating on the ‘binding precedent.’ However, common law and civil law are differentiated by their own way of approaching the legal proceedings. Common law court proceedings are based on ‘adversarial 'procedure where the parties responsible are preparing the case and gathering evidence while by contrast civil law is based on ‘inquisitorial’ procedures (Keesler, A.D. 2005) where the judge is more active in investigating the case. The England legal system is powered by law makers based on constitutional principles which aims to provide fair and lawful decisions through separation of powers, Parliamentary sovereignty, Independence of the Judiciary, and the rule of law. In the current state there are three main powers: Executive, Legislative and Judiciary. Montesquieu (1748) stated that the separation of power between the three will help reduce the amount of work of only one body. The Law-making Institutions are formed from the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary. The most important source of law in the legal system is the Act of Parliament, formed from the House of Common, House of Lords and the Monarch. Therefore, the House of Common is made from 650 members of Parliament and has three main constitutional functions which aim to make legislations, authorizing expenditure, and taxation and not at last criticism the policy of Government and scrutiny of the Executive. The House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK Parliament being independent from and complementing the work of the elected House of Commons. The relationship between the House of Common and the House of Lords is regulated by custom and practice, by convention and by law. The Act of Parliament starts in the form of a bill introduced to both houses. The Bill can be classified in diverse ways depending on the matter proposed such as public, private and hybrid. The Public Bill affects the whole country while the Private Bill concerns specific local areas and the Hybrid Bill shares the characteristics of both private and public bills. The central authority executive of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland is the Government. The Government is led directly by the Prime Minister and not by the monarch who together with their ministers form the Cabinet.
William Blackstone (1765-1769) sustained in ‘Commentaries of England Law ‘that the royal prerogative gives the monarch to exercise any power. The Prime Minister of Great Britain is currently Rishi Sunak which his main responsibilities are to advice the sovereign, chairs the cabinet and select the ministers. Also, the government is dependent on Parliament in making primary decision in legislation and general election made every five years. Ministers are responsible for making statements and asking questions about the house they are sitting in. The British monarch is the head of the state also known as the sovereign or the Crown after coronation. Also, he is neutral in political affairs and does not get involved too much directly in governing the country. However, the sovereign is the executive power ruled by the government. The Judiciary is responsible for determining legal disputes and interpreting legislation passed by the legislature and making sure that the executive does not exceed its lawful powers.
Finally, there is not easy to define ‘justice ‘or the requirements of just legal process system. However, the English common law system must contain fundamental matters that are essential for fair legal procedures. Fairness is important for ‘legitimacy’ where citizens recognize the law authority, respect, and obey the decisions of judges in court. (Holland and Webb, Chapter 5).
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