7015/ Assignment 2: Your third blog : To be submitted by 12 December

Task
You are asked to contribute at least two, non-assessed blogs over the period of this semester. The blogs are an example of personal writing, in a particular style for a particular audience. The blogs are open for comment and collaboration within the group, and act as a valuable introduction to the blog-writing process. 
The assessment will take the form of a third and final blog that draws on the experiences and contributions of colleagues and tutors over the life of the semester. This third blog will be assessed and should represent participants’ strongest blog to date (800 words). 

Notes from the session today. 28 November. Preparing and planning your third and final blog. Iain and Carolyne

· From blog 2 to blog 3 : When you review how to develop blog 3- think about these examples raised in chat today

· Content: Majority of you focused on same overall issue in blog 1 and 2. This can also be the basis for blog 3

· Audience, style and language: Vivi- if your blog is written for others working in your field of education you can assume the prior knowledge of your target audience

· Purpose of blog? Carolyne’s question to Cindy, for example: My Q to Cindy, did you want others to contribute to your blog or it was mainly to inform? Is the blog designed to encourage dialogue?

· Ways of engaging audience? Think about the value of a case study. This may be a school or other organisation or it may be an individual student- child- or teacher. 

· Posting a few photos could also make your blog attractive? Need to source images- if they are not your own

Tuesday 5 December
Overall message about your blogs ? Think about your purpose, being creative in your writing and engagement with your audience. See Gareth’s handout (14 Nov- under ‘Teaching Resources’) and the importance of the ‘flow’ in your final blog.

Preparation for blog 3: Read one other blog – by another member of the group- and send a comment to them by clicking ‘Reply’ by the end of this Friday 1 December


1. 10.00-11.00 (5 December) : Final work on blogs

· we will review comments you have received on the style and content of your second blog 
· you will each confirm how you have used these comments to prepare third and final blog - that draws on the experiences and contributions of colleagues and tutors over the life of the semester

Further advice from Gareth Evans ( overall and PT Module Leader for 7015)
My question to Gareth : In the assessed blog do students’ choose whether they explicitly refer to replies about their second blog posts?

Gareth’s reply:

In blogs 1 and 2 the links made, and the collaboration is fantastic, and very much welcome

By working together you are supporting the development of a genuine community of practice, which is great, but that community of practice is not assessed your work is. 

Gareth would encourage you not to refer to replies or previous blogs - and instead consider the final, assessed piece ( blog 3) as your ‘best work' and a standalone piece.

Gareth always encourage students to consider the first two blogs as practices/ ‘work-in-progress’ and chances to develop skills and get familiar with the style of writing. 




From blog 3 to Assignment 3 : Your journal article
Examples that you presented today highlighted a number of issues you may want to reflect on- as you develop your work from your third blog to preparation for your journal article . These included, for example,

· How a presenting policy issue ( the uses of mobile phones ) may also relate to an underlying issue eg the role of markets and different forms of market in education 

· Another example eg how ‘volumes of paperwork’ in a workplace were one example of policy in action. I asked whether this represented your own experiences of work too- and whether we could also interpret ‘paperwork’ using the concept of ‘perfomativity’ 

See core reading list and Stephen Ball ‘The Education Debate’ on ‘markets’ and ‘performativity’

From blogs to journal articles

My feedback on second blogs and link to journal article. See examples of keywords/ concepts too ( eg ‘marketisation’/ ‘market-form’ – ‘performativity’ – ‘internationalisation’ –‘management’)

How could you possibly use these keywords/concepts as possible basis for your journal article?












7015: Preparing your third assignment : For submission on 8 January 2024

	Assignment Title:
	 
Prepare an article for an appropriate education journal. Include an abstract that is suitable for submission to a research conference and for posting on a journal website (4,000 word paper and 150 word abstract). 

	Word count (or equivalent):
	4,000 word paper and 150 word abstract




	
TASK DESCRIPTION




Prepare an article for an appropriate education journal. Include an abstract that is suitable for submission to a research conference and for posting on a journal website (4,000 word paper and 150 word abstract). 

Your article should be written for a formal academic audience, in line with typical journal style guidelines. Your referencing should be both regular and accurate, and you should punctuate your work accordingly. 

You will critically evaluate a contemporary issue in education in Wales (or a jurisdiction of your choosing), its representation in academic papers, official statements, media treatment and your understanding of its treatment in an international context, as appropriate. You should seek to demonstrate a depth of understanding of your chosen area, drawing on a range of evidence, and seek to synthesise prominent debates/discussion into a series of judgements that are rooted in evidence. Your work should build on what we know already and seek to move thinking forward, using your own interpretation and experience to add weight to your core argument(s). 

Your academic writing and presentation is important here, and will contribute significantly to your overall mark. Journal articles should be submitted to Turnitin before deadline. Further information regarding your assessments will be shared by your module lead during taught sessions.









2. 11.00-12.30: Preparation for journal article

Preparation for next Tue 5/12 : 

How to build on the theme/s of your blogs?

· See keywords
· Search / Advance search and use of databases . See UWTSD Library 
· Choose a journal article that relates to your chosen keyword/s


See email from Jingjing 

· Tutorial exercises- and how these link to preparation


3. 1.30-4.00: Initial plan-draft and review initial plan for journal article

· Plan : See email from Gareth and example of structure / PT Slides : See Gareth’s moodle page

· Draft: In ‘The Power-Hour’ ( see link and exercises)

· Review initial plan



Gareth’s advice / comments on journal article 

In the all day session next Tue, I plan to mainly focus on preparation for their journal article

· Journal / Audience? What advice do you give to PT group eg are they imagining a submission to a specific journal that relates to their area of policy interest ( even tho' they at early stage of their Doctoral writing) - or could it be that they are submitting to a journal / issue of a journal aimed at Professional Doctoral students?
i'm not sure about the idea of students writing for a student audience... it may influence how they write and to what end (might it end up being more informal?). what is more, they may end up focussing too much on their audience - and take their eye off 

the main goal, which is to critically analyse in good depth their chosen educational issue. 

i find the assignment brief fairly self explanatory in truth - let them choose a relevant journal, but then focus on styling/presentation. 

this assignment is as much about layout/structure/building of a coherent paper as it is their issue itself... 

my advice is normally to remember the formality of their audience, to reference appropriately, to be forensic in their editing/proofing, and to analyse rather than describe. 

assignment 3 gives them much more scope to write in depth about their issue (if indeed they have chosen to pursue the same issue throughout), 

they will be expected to develop much more rounded and comprehensive arguments. couple of slides below that may be of help – ( See example of slides that GE shares with students in one of last webinars before submission...)
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Assessment 3 — historical challenges...
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