Archival Exercise.
Methodology
To find the relevant archival sources and unpublished materials of Whitby Abbey using electronic catalogues, the first step was to go through the big national archives, like the British Library and the National Archives. The Discovery catalogue by The National Archives1 was incredibly helpful, as it listed records held by many other archives and museums. As was suggested by the database for Whitby Abbey on the National Archives webpage, regional and local archives were used next. The results in all cases were sorted by year, eliminating any post-1600, as only medieval documents were wanted for this exercise.  
London, British Library, Manuscript Collections, Add MS 4715 (Cartulary).
This is considered one of the main archival documents for a history of Whitby Abbey, however despite following the reference, it seems to not be on their online database. Normally, if the document has not been digitized, it will say this, but there is simply no record. It has been published, but it is slightly frustrating why it cannot be located. It is in Latin and is 13th-15th century. Upon googling, it has been published, but seeing booking and seeing it in person would still be extremely valuable.
London, The National Archives, SC 8/78/3892 (Petition).
A petition to the King for addressing theft of their property by local nobility. Interestingly, it is in French and dates from 1307. This allows insight into Whitby Abbey’s relationship with the secular world, and how the legal system was operating at the time.  It is in Special Collections: Ancient Petitions of the National Archives, and you can download a free pdf for 30 days. 

Oxford, Bodleian Library MS. Rawl. liturg. b. 1 (Missal).
This missal provides insight into the daily workings of the Abbey through their yearly celebrations and practices. It lists their individual preferences and any favourites of Whitby Abbey present in their routine. It is in Latin and dates from the late 14th century. It is kept by the Bodleian Library, after Richard Rawlinson (1690-1755), bequeathed it to the Bodleian. It can be seen on the Digital Bodleian. 

Whitby, Whitby Literary and Philosophical Society, ZCG/VI/1 (on deposit from N Yorkshire Records Office) (Cartulary).
The cartulary is a solid basis for the history of Abbey, how it was founded, and the rights and privileges it had.  It is in Latin and is 12th-16th century.  The Whitby Literary and Philosophical society was founded in 1823 and has grown from a fossil museum to having deposited archive material from North Yorkshire Records Office, such as ZCG/VI/1. An appointment is required to visit the Whitby Museum Library where this is stored. 2
Leeds, North Yorkshire County Record Office, ZCG/VI. (Witness depositions)
An interesting type of record, providing a chance to ‘meet’ someone who does not usually get their voice recorded. They are held by the local bigger record office, along with others, and all acquired from someone’s personal collection being broken up or sold. 




London, The British Library, Lansdowne MS 447/1, 550A-E (Foundation charter and record of tithes).
A list of foundation charters, including Whitby Abbey and a record of tithes paid to Whitby Abbey from Meaux Abbey, according to the National Archives Discovery page. It interestingly lists these two records together, as referenced above, however there are little details on 550A-E on the British Library Manuscripts database. The Lansdowne collection is very famous within their collection, and in turn has a detailed catalogue. In the British Library Finding aid viewer, what is listed by The National Archives Discovery, it not the details listed there. Even the year is wrong, listed as 1660-1681. This would need to be seen in person. This collection belonged to William Petty, 1st Marquess of Lansdowne (1737-1805) and was purchased for the British Museum with a parliamentary grant in 1807. Quite a few of the manuscripts in this collection are available online, however some also require an in-person visit, some even need a letter of introduction. The Lansdowne charters have hand-written descriptions, in a volume in the Manuscripts Reading Room. 4These can also be consulted on microfilm M2032/19. Perhaps this is where the Discovery page got its information. 3
For future archival sources, it shall be aware of spelling differences, it was noted during searches that Whitby was sometimes referred to as ‘Witebi’, and therefore that would need to be searched for too. A few of the smaller regional archives such as the North Yorkshire Record Office have a call request for information as their records are not completely catalogued online.   The Bodleian is not comprehensive and relies on bequeathments and other donations. The British Library was interesting, in that it had three different search features, to search a catalogue, to explore archives and manuscripts, and the finding aid. With the sale of manuscripts to private buyers and then redistributing within wills, universities, and organisations, really do end up with the bulk of the prime localisation in searches means British is not a guarantee. There were a lot of manuscripts which were simply not scanned online. Whilst some are very available to view immediately online, most places you need to request to be allowed to view that. 
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