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[bookmark: _Int_mz3jaY7r][bookmark: _Int_WVQ0MU7p]According to Bell (2019), immigration is one of the most important aspects in modern day society due to the benefits it brings to a given country. Immigration provides another country with the opportunity to benefit in various ways, most notably, in the diversity and economic sectors. Ultimately, immigration can be seen as necessary by some countries in order to improve their number of labour workers and diverse citizens. Analysing the idea and relation between immigration within the United Kingdom (UK) and criminal behaviours might come across as a complex task due to the number of benefits a country might gain from immigration (OECD, 2014). This essay will concentrate on the effect of UK immigration on criminal behaviours, alongside a multitude of diversity and ethnic backgrounds to ensure an equal cover on this topic. With this in mind, a number of sociological and criminological perspectives, historical development, legislation and legal framework, and relation between the police and diverse communities will be considered in order to fully understand the effect of UK immigration and criminal behaviours.

[bookmark: _Int_wq5Tew5L][bookmark: _Int_wWm6ee9F][bookmark: _Int_hKKfmR7e]The UK’s understanding and recognition of diversity is fundamentally imbedded into their legislation with a number of laws that protect people of diversity from hate and harassment. More specifically, section 9 of the Equality Act (2010) defines what race is. It explains that, under UK law, race includes colour, nationality, ethnic or national origins. This gives a brief overview on how the people from the UK might see and consider diversity due to the literal definition. But it must be considered on how diverse this definition can be. According to the Office for National Statistics (2022), there is a total of 19 different ethnic groups in the UK. Although religion is considered to be a part of “ethnicity”, the number of possible religions in the UK would increase the number of 19. With this in mind, the list condenses religion, colour and race into a smaller and more manageable representation of diversity in order to present the number of people within the UK. Through this, since 2021 diversity is mainly compromised of 81.7% being White and other White backgrounds, 4.2% being UK Black and other Black backgrounds, 9.6% being UK Asian and other Asian backgrounds, and 4.5% being other, a total sum of the lesser percentage that is not as high as Asian, Black or White. Furthermore, it must be understood that immigration is a socio-economic factor. With one of the most noticeable contributions to the UK’s economy being the introduction of a multitude of workers with some occupying beneficial degrees and professions like an electrician or doctor (Immigration Advise Service, 2023).

[bookmark: _Int_Nb8yKMyx][bookmark: _Int_ODm9Ck01]To gain an understanding as to whether immigration has an influence on UK crime, it is necessary to explore different sociological and criminological theories and apply them to the context of immigration within the UK. The social disorganisation theory stands out with regards to this topic as it relates to crime being dependent or situationally depending on certain economic conditions such as unemployment, education, or resources (Wickert, 2023). Essentially, communities that have weakened social bonds due to aspects such as education or unemployment are more likely to commit crime. Taking this into account and applying immigration into the equation would result in a change of environment, potentially weakening a social bond of a community even more. Due to the lack of education, people within these communities are more likely to not understand different beliefs, religion or accept other races, ultimately subjecting themselves and the migrants to potential discrimination and crime. Furthermore, Strain theory refers to a sociological perspective that has the intention to explain and uncover criminal behaviours with regards to the social structure within a community and the potential strain an individual might endure when they face the possibility of not being able to sufficiently achieve their goals such as wealth or social status, through common means such education or employment (Social Sci LibreTexts, 2018). To establish an equal cover of the topic, Strain theory is important as it can give an outlook of the migrant's perspective and as to whether they are involved with criminal behaviours in a given country. Taking what Strain theory uncovers into consideration, migrants that enter a given country are subjected to the same socio-economic factors as the people who lived there their whole life. When Strain theory is applied to immigration and criminal behaviours, it looks at the challenges and stress factors associated with the process of immigration and the reasoning behind why migrants might be subjected to commit crime (Thomas, 2011). Most notably the restrictions in opportunities and economic strain. For example, a migrant who does not speak the given country's language might not be able to get employed or succeed in education that of a person who was born in that country. This may leave them in potential economic strain and may result in crime such as theft or fraud (Migration Observatory, 2013). 

[bookmark: _Int_1Xi3omSS][bookmark: _Int_9LY3Ntpw][bookmark: _Int_xr5mQCdq][bookmark: _Int_KLPYhp0B][bookmark: _Int_eE3wuvBj][bookmark: _Int_ZeV6aLBl]Analysing the historical development with regards to UK immigration and crime can show how certain historical periods had an effect on the process of immigration for individuals and the difficulties they faced (Macleod, 2019). Furthermore, the positives of immigration throughout these periods must be considered as to form a conclusion whether immigration influenced UK crime in a negative way, or if immigration had more positives than negatives making the people of a given country more likely to show hate to immigrants for no particular reason. According to the Royal British Legion (2022). Since as early as the second world war, there had been a mass influx of immigration due to the consequences of the war with the lack of men needed to do labour jobs as well as the economy suffering from the expenditure towards the military. With this in mind, the UK’s people and economy thrived from the mass influx of migrants post war because of how many new families were created and how men could be employed to carry out labour work. According to Paker (2020), there had been a brief recession occurring in the UK during the 1980-90s as job availability was becoming scarcer. Moreover, Human Rights Watch (1997) presents statistics showing an increase in motivated attacks towards migrants within that period with an increase from 4,000 to 12,000 motivated attacks by the end of 1996. Taking the points presented into consideration, the UK’s attitude towards migration turned quick from the second world war to 1990s due to the shortage of work and resulting in an increase in crime against people from foreign countries. The contemporary perspective on this topic varies from side to side due to the modern-day conflicts arising in the middle east but on the other hand, the positives being that legislation and conduct from the police had to be changed in such way that it shows that migrants are to be recognised as victims during a racially motivated attack. Ultimately, in order to uphold social cohesion, law must be created or changed in such way that will deter the possibility of any crime against migrants. Most notably, Section 28 of the Crime and Disorder Act (1998) governs the prosecution of any racially or religiously aggravated offences. This particular section is efficient as it can be applied against both UK and non-UK citizens. Meaning if a foreign person attacks a British citizen just because of their race, they can be prosecuted just as much as someone from the UK establishing equality of prosecution (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020).

Real life examples are an efficient way to get a point across with regards to this topic as it proves how ordinary people may react to immigration and solidify the idea that immigration is indeed a socio-economic factor that people in societies of weaker social bonds may react negatively. Although it is unfair to reference a newspaper article due to potential bias, the case illustrated will only present a rough understanding on what actually happened by considering the facts from the case and refraining from any opinions from the journalists themselves. According to the Guardian (2023), Llanelli Stradey Park Hotel had the proposal to house 241 migrants classing themselves as asylum seekers but was soon to be denied the right by the Home Office due to uprising tension within the communities and protests. According to Amnesty International (2023), an asylum seeker is a person who had crossed borders into another country to protect themselves from their home country's lack of protection or fear of serious harm. Seeking asylum is a human right as presented under Article 14 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (United Nations, 1948). Whereas a refugee is an asylum seeker but had been legally recognised as one and is capable of claiming asylum benefits. It is important to distinguish the difference since not every country will support migrants at the stage of being an asylum seeker and can be treated unfairly where it would make no difference to the economy, as seen in the case of Llanelli Stradey Park Hotel. Furthermore, it shows the controversy within the Home Office as according to the UK Parliament (2023), it is the Home Office’s statutory responsibility to provide essential care for asylum seekers needs, whether that is resources or accommodation. To summarise the case with regard to crime. According to Dyfed Powys Police (2023), there had been a total of 17 arrests with regards to the protests occurring and it was described that there was a “concerning escalation of behaviour by some protestors”. Essentially, it is the statutory responsibility of the UK to accommodate people who are seeking asylum, and some individuals of the Llanelli community were so against that responsibility that they showed aggression. Although morally incorrect, one might argue that the frustration behind the citizens of Llanelli is justified since the budget for helping and accommodating asylum seekers/refugees reached £3.7 billion in 2022/23 (UK Parliament, 2023). 

To fully analyse the effect of immigration on UK crime, it comes down to the use of geographic profiling and whether cities with the most non-UK residents commit the most or at least a fair amount of crime that can be considered for the argument. According to Migration Observatory (2013), The borough of Brent, London, had the highest number of migrants reaching over 170,000 citizens (55% non-UK). The number of crimes committed in the borough of Brent reached 90 crimes per 1,000 citizens according to CrimeRate (2024). Whereas Clark (2023) underlined that the Cleveland Police department had reported the greatest number of crimes of any Police department in 2022/23, with 147.7 crimes occurring per 1,000 citizens. Essentially, with the statistics presented, immigration in the UK does not directly affect crime. The statement presented can be backed by the fact that Cleveland's greatest non-UK minority group was German, with 500 German residents in 2021 (0.4%). In addition, the fact that Brent does have a crime rate of 90 per 1,000 is concerning and should be a topic to look into by authorities, to distinguish whether migrants affect crime there. But in conclusion, even the most crime polluted area in the UK does not commit nearly as much crime as Cleveland does and it is highly unlikely that the 0.4% of citizens are responsible for such crime rate.

To conclude. Immigration is an essential part of today's society as it brings people together, reduces discrimination and benefits the economy by bringing on extra labour workers, some who are educated in fields like medicine. With regards to this topic. Crime is universal, crime can occur in any part of the UK and can happen to anyone regardless if they are migrants or not. This piece of writing looked at issues faced by societies in the UK and whether immigration has anything to do with crime. Through critical analysis, it is clear that the economy benefitted of immigration at times of need and when there was a shortage of jobs, migrants were to blame. The government does implement laws that prevent and deter crime from occurring to migrants like S.28 of the Crime and Disorder Act (1998) and in fact the law is so efficient that if hate crime is committed, it can also be used against migrants, establishing equality. To conclude, statistical analysis shows that even in Brent, which has the greatest migrant population, the crime rate is still lower compared to Cleveland which has the overall highest crime rate. The effect of immigration is that it weakens social bonds of lesser educated communities as established through Strain and Social disorganisation theory. Ultimately, resulting in citizens of such uneducated communities to be more likely to react aggressively and result to crime as seen in the Llanelli Stradey Park Hotel case.
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