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During my ethnographic research and field work I was in the mist of a global pandemic, covid-19 , with the world In lock down and countries applying movement restrictions and advice on how to stay safe in such an alarming time. The uk government has advised to stay home and when the need to go out is essential to stay two meters apart  and to use hand sanitiser where needed, despite not been recommended by the government to wear face masks and latex gloves , I made it a personal measurement  carried out. During this pandemic , with the university sending us home early and and carrying out online teaching , I am currently at my family farm in Banty bay , west cork. Due to this I have had to carry out all of my interviews over FaceTime or face to face with family member in the same house hold . Due to the fact that I am living on a farm I have a first hand view of what is happening , I used this to for an option and look into areas that I wouldn’t normally, but also to talk to people and get their thoughts in such a way that was safe for booth them and me. 

Going into this whole experience , looking at and interviewing my family and peers on how they them selfs are affected by Covina-19 I felt apprehensive and unsure of what my next few weeks had to bring. During this time I had to follow different health and safety to what I would have if I was to carry out my field work as planned , however I did sick to the ASA ethics guidelines , when carrying out my ethnographic research. At the start of this whole experience the travel Restrictions and covid-19 measurements weren’t in place yet in Ireland, within a week they had applied the two meter distance when out on essential shopping and in public, and further applied a 2km travel distance .  With things starting to changing and the restrictions becoming more and more strict. The farming community was left in a state of confusion and limbo. The following weeks lead to the restrictions on farmers been lifted and their ability to travel the whole country if needed for farming seen as farming essentials .from just being on the family farm over this ever changing time , over this global pandemic. I begin to see just how truly valued farmers are but not only that how  important they are in society. From what I saw and my own experiences farm had very different restrictions to others , with farm shops and other shops that are seen as nessary to the farming community remaining open. From what I observed nothing seemed to changed on the farming side of our own farm .

I interviewed two of our neighbours over FaceTime , who have an organic farm . With their main focus on pigs ,sheep and chicken. “I think though the lockdown ,farmers were working just as hard as ever !if not more so .” ( Brion O’Flynn,2020) after talking to Brion he expressed that things had changed of him as a farmer ,if anything it allowed him more time to do the jobs that if he was at his day job building houses he would not have the time to do, due to covid-19 he had eight weeks off . Even though this was unpaid time off, it allowed him to do the larger jobs on the farm that would not have been done else why . He went on to say “ the amount of land cleared up .there wasn’t a digger in the country that was idle. The cows were still going to calf and the sheep were still going to lamb. “ it was only after I had carried out the interview that this comment in particular stood out to me , disputed there being a global pandemic, the animals in the care of the farmers didn’t know anything was happening in the world, to them they were just carrying on with life. If the farmers just stopped doing what they did everyday then it would not only  have a profound effect on the people who rely on farmers but the animals them selfs. When I asked about how he was coping and getting around the restrictions and social distancing. To which he responded “ farmers usually work alone or with their family’s so social distancing wasn’t such a big deal compared to other lines of employment.” When I looked at this I realised that the only people outside of my family and our farm that we interacted with was Brion and his family and that was for help on the farm . When interviewing Brion I had the chance to talk to his mother Yvonne O’Flynn she had the same view as Brion but also some more thoughts “ despite all the extra time that farms have and the fact that they are seen as essential, farmers have had it hard, with milk sales going down. All across the country milk processing plants have been closed and milk has been poured away . “ she further went on to say that Ireland could have exported its goods but due to the huge export fees they could not, putting huge financial stress on the country and having a knock on effect to the farmers.over this period there has been many animals that have been ready to go and sale for meat or breading , however due to movement restrictions and social distancing the animals were not able to leave there’re farms and therefore the farmers have to spend more money on feeding the animals with out making any money , putting the farmers under a financial deficit . “ after this interview I went away with a very different look on the current pandemic, if things don’t improve the farming community’s will be hit hard. The big mass production farmers are have managed , however the small farmers like our selfs and Brion have felt the strain that coved-19 has put on us and the society around us.” After my interview with Yvonne and Brion I felt that there was a whole different side to how the farming community west cork has dealt with and been affected by covid-19 . I found that it how myself and my family are coping and have dealt with the virus is vastly different to that of another farmer. They seemed to have a view that was different to mine due to the size of their farm and the fact that Brion has a day job. 

For many farmers life has not changed , they still have all of the same day to day jobs that need doing, animals need feeding , and land needs tending to . However the pandemic has allowed those farmers that have a second jobs a few days a week to do more of the day to day jobs. The Irish government put aside two billion euros in a covid-19 credit guarantee scheme, this was put aside for farmers who were going to be effect financially and or those who had to leave their second jobs due to the restrictions. Throughout April there was constant updates from the Irish farmers association, in relation to the current pandemic. The Irish farming association made measurements for such things as TB testing for cattle, how to approach the situation if the vet was needed to come out, and all other farming situations that include and ment that you would be in contact with people .i found that the go vent updates did not apply to the farming community’s , it was the second wave of updates that meant that farmers had updates, or that allowed them the freedoms they had / have over the lockdown period. When looking at this I thought about the way in which other anthropologist should go around it, and then applied this to my current research.

In this time of confusion, one of the main concerns was that of what would happen if the farmers running the farms were to become ill , how would the farms remain operational. The Irish farmers association said that we were to stick together in a time like this. “ the agricultural community will play its part , as it always has, with others to keep the supply chain operating.” ( IFA, 2020) . The government denied that farming was an essential work , and asked those who this applied to carry some form of documentation that proves that they are a farmer. The lab testing for soil and animal health was deemed to be depended on if it was a private lab , the private labs were now being use as for covid testing. They also made points on what and how to protect yourself in the current times. But also because they are also the guidelines that I have been following in order to keep me safe when carrying out my research and my interviews. 

In conclusion I can now say that hoe I went into the pandemic compared to now I feel now writing this has certainly changed. Life itself hasn’t changed but the way we are to go about things has , the way in which we approach those situations. We have had to limit outside contact we have , to only two people from the next farm over , and only when totally nessary. With Ireland as a country slowly returning to normal , our lives as farmers, has adapted beaus earth it has had to , e have animals that are relying in us . I think that after this pandemic is over and the restrictions are lifted , I believe that we will remain carrying out the measurements that are needed to prevent a second wave of the virus spreading. Furthermore I feel that as farmers we rely on the help from others, but strive to help those around us as well . As a community the draw backs that we have faced due too covid-19 has only brought us closer, made us think more about those around us and we we can help them and ourselves. I think that I went into this research thinking that I knew how farmers were coping when really very farm is changing and adapting to how to survive in the current pandemic. When carrying out my research I bared in mind the anthropologist that have made a mass contribution to the field though their research. My main focus was on evens-Pritchard, his works in the field and how he approached his research was what I was aiming to do , I feel that by having a first hand experience in farming I known how it feels first hand, I could then apply this to my interviews with others to ask the relevant questions. I feel reflecting on this I have answered the question that I have set out to research.



