Targets 
	Target 1-Consider more academic tone in writing; less descriptive.
	I have done research on academic tone, and I have tried to write more academically 

	Target 2-Use more appropriate sources
	I have used a more educational sources



Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being. Demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures and your Bridging experiences.

Schools cannot exist on their own, they are a part of organisations that work together including statutory, private and voluntary organisations as well as the local community, there are several different challenges and opportunities schools face within their local area, they all make contributions to the local community and therefore building links is vital (Welsh Government 2015). One challenge that school ‘A’ faces is the lack of community centre in the area. This creates numerous problems for the school as the school grounds is used as a community centre, this therefore means that it is used for things like community fun days and polling stations. I learnt about some of the problems the polling stations cause on bridging days such as safeguarding issues. On the other hand, there is opportunities in the local area that benefit both the school and the community some of these are the local college using the school for placement for childcare students. Another opportunity in the local area is Island Farm which is an old German Prisoner of War Camp which the school uses for trips which links to the humanities Area of Learning Experience. The Estyn Report for the school (Estyn 2018) states that school ‘A’ has 6 % of pupils entitled to free school meals, this is significantly lower than the national average of 19%, although this may come across as a positive point, it could infer that the children could be in a situation called ‘in work poverty’. This was talked about on the bridging days, and it is a problem school ‘A’ must overcome. In work poverty is where parents of pupils are working but earn less than the national average. This is a problem that the school struggles to overcome in certain circumstances such as open days and events which need parent/ carer involvement. However, it is important to note that the last inspection was in 2018 so the school is due another inspection soon.

The Areas of Learning Experience is easily experienced through outdoor learning, the four purposes of the new curriculum develop independence and real-life learners this can be developed through the use of school grounds (Nature Days 2018). After reading the most recent Estyn report (Estyn 2018), one of the recommendations for School ‘A’ was to improve on the opportunities for pupils to explore their outdoor environment. The school has made the most of its local community by utilising the support from the Parents and Friends Association (PFA), which raised over £12,000 to help develop the outdoor learning facilities at the school, this consequently builds a meaningful relationship between the school, parents and carers and members of the PFA seeing that the money they have raised has gone towards improving the pupils’ learning experiences. During my bridging experiences at school ‘A’ I learnt how the money raised was being used and how they were working towards the Estyn recommendations. I learnt that each foundation phase class had their own individual outdoor area which was constantly available to children to undertake independent learning, by the children independently learning they are therefore making choices about their learning. Welsh Government (2020) and Natural Resources Wales (2022) talks about the benefit of outdoor learning, it states that learning outdoors can lead to high levels off well-being, confidence, and engagement. It also states how the learners need to be themselves, this is backed up by the Estyn report which states children need to make their own choices about their learning. Learning Through Landscapes (2022) also talks about the benefits of learning outdoors, some being children’s relationship with nature improves, education is more inclusive, curriculum learning is enhanced, children’s development is enhanced, and children’s mental health and wellbeing is improved, health and wellbeing is one of the AOLE from the Curriculum for Wales. Another way schools help pupils engage local community is through forest schools. There are several benefits to forest schools as Natural Resource Wales (2015) stated, some of which include increased self-esteem, improved social skills, language and communication development, motor skills development, better understanding of the environment, this cannot be achieved in a one of session but rather needs to be reinforced through regular sessions. Forest schools believes in progressive education which is backed up by several theorists such as Vygotsky, Dewey and Frobel. These theorists believe that children are at the centre of their own learning, which forest schools aim to achieve, this also links back to what school ‘A’ are trying to achieve following the latest Estyn Report, the pupils taking charge of their own learning has seen a bigger impact on children engaging with the lesson. Health and wellbeing is one of the AOLE, a simple way to ensure this is achievable is by giving pupils the opportunity to have regular outdoor space which leads to more positive attitudes, by school ‘A’ allowing children to use the outdoor facilities in every lesson as part of the provision it means that all pupils have the chance to have outdoor time which leads to improved mental health.

Another way in which school ‘A’ builds a link between the school and its community is through helping parents support their child’s learning. There are a few ways in which I learnt how school ‘A’ successfully does this on my bridging experiences, some strategies which the school use to do this is LAP, NAP, WAP, OLAP (Language, Numeracy, Welsh, Outdoor learning and play). A way of teachers providing feedback to the parents at school ‘A’ is using google classroom, this is where teachers can create lessons, the pupils can submit work and then the teacher can grade and give feedback to the pupil online. During bridging it was made clear how helpful google classroom has been in recent years. Google classroom has helped start the move away from the traditional pen and paper way of learning and move towards the more modern paperless learning techniques. There is a PDF available on the website of school ‘A’ with a variety of reading support tips. The school also holds open events and parents voice with the aim of getting parents involved in their child’s education. I learnt on bridging the importance of a parent’s voice and therefore parental engagement, as stated in an article by Parent Kind and John Hattie (2008) which shows the importance of parental engagement in their child’s education, they said that parental engagement is the equivalent of adding two or three years to that student’s education. There are other benefits to parental engagement, these benefits include better behaviour, greater self-esteem, higher attendance, more enthusiastic learning and better results. As well as a parent voice there is also a pupil voice at school ‘A’, and this plays a big role in building links between the school and community. The pupil voice is responsible for deciding what charities and events the school supports, most recently the school has been supporting a local food bank, this is crucial for parents who need basic food, this consequently means that the pupils at the school come to school having had breakfast which leads to better concentration. I learnt on bridging that there are other roles to the pupil voice, these include discussing other matters brought up other pupils, they vote in matters which effect the school like the school council, digital leaders, sports council and the eco committee, the school noted how they have noticed a higher engagement rate within the school council, the schools also found that the older pupils engaged more being part of the school council as they were representatives of the younger classes in the school.

Another important way in which school 'A' builds vital links to the community is by working with parents before child starts school. It’s vital that schools work with parents before a child starts school for the first time, this is important because the school must build trust between themselves and the parents, it’s important that the parent is involved, keeping up to date with relevant information and what the parent expects of the school but also what the school expects of the parents. In order to do this successfully School 'A' does this by implementing a variety of different tactics, the school works with parents several months before their child starts school. In July they start the transition process by hosting meetings with pupils who are suspected to have additional learning needs (ALN), there is also a parents information meeting which is where parents meet the nursery teachers, nursery staff as well as the deputy and head teacher. There are three stay and play sessions for incoming nursery pupils. To further support parents there are further meetings and nursery staff visit the homes of pupils with ALN. In September there is staggered start dates so that the nursery staff can get give full attention to the new pupils and get to know them. Once the pupils have settled the length of the day is gradually increased until they can manage a full day. In December the process starts again with the stay and play for rising threes. One of the policies of the school is that children starting nursery need to be toilet trained, in order to help parents who may be struggling with this the school provides links and PDF documents with important and useful information, by doing this it helps the parents know that the school are there to help and support them which builds vital long term bridges from the start of school life, this is beneficial for the parents that had a particularly bad experience in school and who may view education negatively. Research carried out by the Welsh Government (2015) found that families who engage with their child’s learning has six times more influence of the child’s education than the quality of school, this shows the importance of building early relationships with the families. 

To conclude I have learnt the numerous ways in which the school builds link with its community and how important it is for schools to have a meaningful relationship with their community, whether that be the physical community such as the outdoor learning environment of the school or whether it’s the people in the community by building bridges from the school to parents and carers. During one of the university lectures, I participated in a forest schools’ session. This highlighted the benefits and importance of how important it is for children to have outdoor learning. During this session we took part in a number of different outdoor games which could be fun and interactive for the children, we also learnt how to start a fire and then extinguish it safely. We also discussed ways in which the children can be left to explore the environment they’re in while still staying safe, this is taking measured risks which is in the four core purposes which is supported by the pupils learning outdoors (Nature Days 2018). A target that I will set for myself is too incorporate as much outdoor learning as possible, especially forest schools after learning some of the skills required to incorporate it. I have chosen this target after reaching the numerous benefits to learning outdoors and because of how much I enjoyed the forest school session I participated in. After learning how beneficial my bridging school has found sending home leaflets with information on how parents can help support their children with their learning such as reading tips, I will look to produce documents with the aim of parents being able to carry on the learning at home.
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