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FAMILY B CASE STUDY

This case study of family B has many services and reasons why the family was vulnerable and there are many factors that can seen that a normal average family might not have. Throughout this case study of family B we can see that there is a family of five children, the mother and mothers partners. One son who is an adolescent however does not live with the family. This adolescent was the main reason for the referral that was made by the youth offending team due to behavioural issues and this was why he was put into local authority care. The family also consisted of two primary aged boy and girl and two teenage daughters who were living with the mother and mother’s partner.
The factors that were seen in this family was that most of the children had behavioural issues in school and the parents were having parenting difficulties. The family also had rent arrears which alongside this the family had to keep getting rehoused which made them more vulnerable as the could’ve been subject to crime and negligence.
The risk factors within this family are that the child in primary was subject to bullying which raised the concern of the behavioural issues. This could have had a deep impact on a child’s mind which could lead to depression and anxiety or not wanting to go to school which could lead to having a no education which could mean no future which I believe would have a big impact on the child’s life. The children also could’ve been on the roads committing crime. Moving houses was also a risk factor as moving from place to place would make them more vulnerable and be at health risk.
In family B the point that the multi-disciplinary service thought to assist the family was when there were issues of behaviour problems in the adolescent boy but when making this referral only the boys mother and the boy was in it. Later as the assessment proceeded there were many more issues that needed to be addressed and there were also many services within the multi-disciplinary such as the probation services, this service was used for the adolescent child when he was having behavioural issues, CAMHS which is a mental health centre, social worker who has been with the family since the beginning. The job of the social worker is to help with sorting out the family problems and to make sure the children are well looked after within the family. Parenting support groups are there to help support the parent to guide them through parenting. Anti-social behaviour team and metropolitan police were also involved. 
In order to assist the family, there are certain policies that have to be considered one of which is the children’s act 1989 which involves assessing the situation then moving forward into planning what to do and who to involve then this leads to reviewing the situation after implementing the plan. Another act that was important for family B was the children’s and family act 2014. This policy involves mediation between the family which was crucial and having care plans put in place to make sure the family have the best outcome. This act also involves getting a child’s arrangements order which was needed for the adolescent child. 
After going through the interventions and policies that were there for the family B I think that the best outcome was met. I think this because the family also thought that due to the services helping out, they were in a better place however there were some parts which I believe needed a bit more information was the program and process evaluation which could have been a better. Family B however did feel that they didn’t need the services anymore but were glad of the way their case was dealt with and had somewhat a trust for all the multi-disciplinary services that were there for them through their problems.
Ways that we could’ve got a better outcome is to have more mediation meetings between the children and parents so that any questions that are in anyone’s mind can be brought forward. Educational programs could have been put in place so that the family can enjoy each other’s company and spend time with each other and have a laugh. Places like children’s centres could also be a nice way for kids to let of steam and also make new friends who are in the same boat as themselves. The children’s centre is also a nice way to help improve parenting skills for vulnerable families. There was one more service who should’ve reviewed the children is the CAMHS so that they can see the mental affects that all these issues have had on the children, what I mean by this is the psychological side of things for example a counsellor could’ve been involved. 
To conclude there are many risk factors that can arise for vulnerable children and their families. There are policies and interventions that are in place to allow children and their families to overcome and safeguard both parties. By having these policies in place, it helps to build a care plan for the happiness and wellness of families to get the best possible outcome for all and by having a strong relationship between the families and the multi-disciplinary services it will make it easier for everyone to get along and to achieve what is wanted. In order for this to be a success, good communication is the utmost important factor. 
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