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AIM(S)

· To introduce key theories used to explore psychological and physiological development 

· Develop the ability to apply these concepts to consider the influence of development on the individual
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the theories and concepts that determine physiological and psychological development of an individual 

· Discuss the key challenges and milestones faced by individuals 

· Consider the importance of this development for practitioners working with individuals and the role of policy/legislation
· Organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources, including ICT, and present their work at the appropriate level
INDICATIVE CONTENT

· An introduction to key theories including a focus on social, moral, physical  and emotional development 

· An overview of the importance of the influence of the environment on child development  and well-being including Maslow and Bronfenbrenner 

· An overview of such theories as Erikson’s stages of psychosocial development.

· The importance of understanding holistic child development from a practitioner perspective

· Identifying the role of agencies and others in supporting healthy development, attachment  and wellbeing

	

	Teaching and Learning Strategy

The lectures will give you the opportunity to develop the skills of careful listening, summarising and note taking.  They will cover some of the major theories, debates and areas of research relevant to the module.

At the end of the lecture you will usually be given some reading and/or a task to do before the seminar. It is vitally important that you do the reading and complete these tasks as they will be used in the seminar.  We will use the seminars to discuss topics relating to the lecture and make use of group work to consolidate your understanding of key issues.

At times you will be given group tasks to do in preparation for the seminar and it is obviously important for your own learning and for that of everyone in the group that you complete tasks on time and participate fully in discussions and seminar activities. The strategies in this module have been selected on the basis that they will not only help you to learn but provide models for different approaches to learning.




READING LIST

Essential

Dowling M (2014) (4th edn) Young Children’s Personal, Social and Emotional Development. London: Sage

Johnston J & Nahmad-Williams L (2009) Early Childhood Studies. Harlow:Pearson

Keenan T & Evans S (2009) An Introduction to Child Development London: Sage

Recommended

Beckett, C & Taylor H (2011) Human Growth & Development. London: Sage

Berger KS. (2007) The Developing Person through the Lifespan. New York: Worth 

Crowley K (2014) Child Development. London: Sage

Doherty J & Hughes M (2009) Child Development Theory and Practice Harlow: Pearson

Schaffer H R (2004) Introducing Child Psychology Oxford: Blackwell

Thornton, S. (2008). Understanding Human Development. London: Palgrave Macmillan

Background

Miller, P. H. (2010).  Theories of developmental psychology.  NY: W.H. Freeman & Co.

Santrock J W (2012).  A topical approach to lifespan development.  5th edition.  London.  McGraw-Hill.  
Journals 

Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood

Early Childhood Education Journal

International Journal of Early Childhood
Websites 

www.education,gov.uk/publications/.../eyfs_cards_0001207
http://learning.wales.gov.uk/resources/improvementsareas/child-adolescent-development/social-emotional-behavioural-development/?lang=eng
www.wales.gov.uk/topics/…/foundation_phase

The following is an indicative plan of your lectures for this module. For operational reasons and/or course development purposes, the content may be amended as well as the order of the sessions.
session 1: Introduction. The influence of nature/nurture
Learning Outcomes
· To have an initial awareness of the content of the module

· To consider some milestones in cognitive, emotional, social and moral development

· To engage with the ‘Nature/Nurture’ debate

· To consider the relevant biological, learning and psychoanalytical theories.
· To understand the influence of environment on development using Bronfennbrenner’s bioecological model
Reading
Keenan T & Evans S (2009) An Introduction to Child Development London: Sage p35-37
Lindon J (2000) Understanding Child Development London: Thompson Learning 
p6 – 10

Mercer J (2010) Child Development: Myths and Misunderstandings. London: Sage Claim 1

Additional reading

Thornton S (2008) Understanding Human Development London: Palgrave Mcmillian Chpt 1

session 2 & 3: Emotional development: Attachment
Learning Outcomes
· To consider the development of early emotions and emotional understanding

· To gain an understanding of ‘attachment theory’

· To consider the importance of carers to a young child’s emotional development

· To consider when attachment may be more difficult and the implications of poor attachment during childhood and later life.

Reading
Mercer J (2010) Child Development: Myths and Misunderstandings. London: Sage Claim 11

Schaffer H R (2004) Introducing Child Psychology Oxford: Blackwell. pp 100 – 109

Additional reading

Keenan T & Evans S (2009) An Introduction to Child Development London: Sage 

pp 238-244

Keenan T & Evans S (2009) An Introduction to Child Development London: Sage 

pp 249 - 256

Thornton S (2008) Understanding Human Development London: Palgrave McMillan 

pp152 - 161

session 4 – Moral development

Learning Outcomes
· To become familiar with the major themes of moral development.

· To explore Piaget and Kohlberg’s theories of moral development.

· To consider the cognitive, affective and behavioural aspects of moral development.

Reading

Keenan T & Evans S (2009) An Introduction to Child Development London: Sage Chpt 12

Thornton S. (2008) Understanding Human Development. London: Palgrave McMillan  

pp514 - 537

session 5: Emotional development 

Learning Outcomes

· To develop an understanding of the term emotional intelligence

· To recap aspects of Gardner’s work which relates to emotional intelligence

· To consider the effect of emotional intelligence on learning

Reading

Goleman D (1996) Emotional Intelligence: Why it can matter more than IQ. London:

Bloomsbury. P33-45

Gottman J (1997) The Heart of Parenting London: Bloomsbury  p19-41

Additional reading
Lee K (2006) More than a Feeling: Developing the Emotionally Literate Secondary School. ncsl.org.uk
session 6: Language development
Learning Outcomes

· To develop an understanding of language development
· To explore the factors that affect language development
· To consider the effect of language development on teaching and learning 
· To develop an awareness of the work of Chomsky and Vygotsky in relation to language development
Reading

Wassik, B. and Jacobi-Vessels, J. (2016) Word Play: Scaffolding Language Development Through Child-Directed Play. Early Childhood Education Journal. Vol 45, pages 769-776
session 7: Erikson’s theory of psychosocial development. Introduction to social development
Learning Outcomes

· To consider the importance of Erikson’s ideas to life span development.
· To develop an understanding of the relevance of the stages of psychosocial development.
· To consider how the stages relate to concepts already explored this year eg attachment 
· To consider factors that influence social development
Reading 

Keenan T & Evans S (2009) An Introduction to Child Development. London: Sage page274 - 278

Woodfolk A, Hughes M & Walkup V (2013) Psychology in Education. Harlow: Pearson. Pp84-87

session 8: Social development

Learning Outcomes

· To explore the effect of some of the factors that influence social development
· To consider the importance of friendship at all stages of development including adults

Reading:

Eccles J.S, (1999) The Development of Children Ages 6 to 14. Available at: www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/09_02_02.pdf
Gross R (2010) Psychology: The Science of Mind and Behaviour. London: Hodder pp 610-617

Moreno M & Kota R (2014) Social Media in Strasburger V.C., Wilson B.J. & Jordan A.B (2014) Children, Adolescents & The Media. London: Sage Chpt 9

Shyong K.L. & Riedl J (2012) Are our online ‘friends’ really friends? IEEE ComputeSociety.

Underwood M.K. & Rosen L.H (2011) Social Development. London: Guilford Press. Pp165-171

Session 9: Physical development & physical literacy

Learning Outcomes

· To consider the importance of physical development and the influence it has on other aspects of development

· To gain an understanding of how physical skills are learnt.

· To understand the importance of physical literacy.

Reading:

Doherty J. & Brennan P. (2008) Physical Education & Development 3-11. London: Routledge. Pp34-41

Palaiologou I (2013). The Early Years Foundation Stage. London: Sage pp 302-303

Whitehead M. (2010) Physical Literacy. Abingdon: Routledge chpt 10

Assignment title
1. Assessment one: Outline one relevant developmental theory, consider possible barriers to development through the lifespan (essay 2000 words) 
Hand in date: 30/03/2020
Theories include:

Cognitive theory

Learning theory

Psychoanalytical theory

Ecological theory 

Biological theory

Attachment theory

(Note that several theorists link to each of the theories) 

· Demonstrate an understanding of an developmental theory
· Discuss the key challenges/barriers faced by an individual across the lifespan

· Use fluent and confident use of academic English with appropriate referencing.

· Follow general university presentation guidelines.

2. Assessment two: Discuss one area of child development, drawing on theories and considering the impact of the environment. The focus should be different in the two assignments (group presentation 5 minutes each)

Presentation date: 23/03/2020
Areas include:

Moral development 

Social development

Emotional development

Language development

Physical development

Cognitive development

(Note the focus should be different in the two assignments.)

· Demonstrate an understanding of one area of child development
· Consider the impact that the environment has on that particular area of development

· Use fluent and confident use of academic English with appropriate referencing.

· Follow general university presentation guidelines.
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