
CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES
BMHP 5004






Table of Contents
Introduction	1
Case study	2
Analysis	4
Evaluation	4
Recommendations	5
Conclusion	5
Reference list	5











[bookmark: _Toc59137432]Introduction  

This report will focus on a case study that underlies child abuse both physical and emotional, however, it will only concentrate on the physical abuse. Furthermore, the purpose of this report is to outline the vulnerability of the child, discuss the risk factors and analyse the social services actions and they're outcome. Also, to make specific recommendations based on their actions.
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Gabriel Fernandez was an 8-year-old child brutally murdered by his mother Pearl Fernandez, and her partner Isauro Aguirre in May 2013, after suffering a series of physical and psychological torture by their hand. After a period of moving homes between the grandparents and his uncle where it seemed to happy and healthy despite the unstable home environment, the mother and the partner claimed custody of Gabriel in 2012. It is important to note that some members of the family express their concerned about the well-being of the child as Pearl has had a record of failing the other children in her supervision by abusing drugs and suffering of mental illness although it has never been confirmed by a medical specialist.
It has been indicated that she has taken in Gabriel to claim welfare privileges. Over his stay with his mother and the partner, numerous people including the schoolteacher revealed considerable indications of abuse to social services and the police department. Gabriel showed his injuries and reported the abuse to his teacher who responded by calling the social services without any response besides informing her that a specific person was assigned to the case. Social services and police were informed also by family members and a security guard who had noticed physical abuse on the child. Social services visited the family multiple times but never reported concerns about the child wellbeing. During 8 months that it has spent with the mother and her partner, it was deliberately maltreated and injured comprising consuming cat clutter and faeces, enforced to consume his puke, repeatedly beaten which resulted in cracked bones, burned in several fractions of the body, shot with a BB gun in several parts of the body comprising his face, urged to get on the female outfits, urged to sleep enclosed and constrained in a tiny cabinet, pepper-sprayed, provided cold baths and urged to consume degraded or expired nutriments. Subsequently, resulting in a fatal beating of blunt force trauma, malnutrition and neglect. After assessing his siblings, it has concluded that his mother was harming Gabriel because she was accusing him of being gay, perhaps as a result of spending time in the care of his gay uncle, also his siblings never endure any form of abuse while he was.
In this case study, the main issue is the vulnerability of the child to the physical abuse inflicted by the mother and her partner. According to Paul, S. (2013) there is not a certain manner to interpret vulnerability, it can only be interpreted by identifying the risk circumstances of the specific situations or the well-being consequence. Therefore, a vulnerable child, in this case, it is a child exposed to abuse who cannot defend himself because of his age. Furthermore, the family is a kindred assembly where the partners do not have to share the same house, but the integrity should happen for common fact and support functionality (Rahul, S., 2016). Yet as a family structure, Gabriel has been raised by his uncle then it was taken by the grandparents ultimately, taken by the biological mother and her partner. Therefore, it is evident that he never benefited from a specific family structure however it escalated in between grandparent family and stepfamily. 
When divorced or separated parents with children merge as one family or a single mother or father marry a person with no children can be defined as a stepfamily. On the other hand, a child being brought up by paternal or maternal grandparents can be defined as a grandparent family (Patricia, O., 2020). Both grandparent and stepfamily have their advantages or disadvantages in offering a healthy and happy environment for a child. According to Claire, C. (2014), a substantial number of families exhibited a parent-child relationship degrades after parents remarry which is not applicable in Gabriel's case because he had never experienced the nuclear family, also known as a popular family, a married couple with their children. Gabriel was abandoned at birth and he had been raised by a grandparent family where it was healthy and happy. The benefits of the grandparent family in this case study were keeping the child from growing up in foster care or different circumstances. Yet, the deficiencies of this situation, relying on the health conditions of the grandparents being difficult to support the grandchildren on their daily basic needs, but this is unknown in the case study.
 The authority of performing or inflicting physical violence and the presence of unexpected traumas on a human body can be interpreted as physical abuse (David, J.H., Georganna, S. and Jody, E.W.R, 1999). There are various categories of physical insult, it happens in distinct incidents and it is supported by resentment and outrage towards the kid. Likewise, the absence of necessary devoted attitude that is caused by parental abilities or knowledge deficiencies and different tension aspects. Gabriel's case it is present with a variety of physical abuse inflicted by the mother who sustained that she was dealing with numerous psychiatric conditions. It is important to note that she had only mentioned her condition as a defence in the court of law during the trial for Gabriel’s murder. Although family members sustained that she was never suffering from any form of psychiatric disorders, on the other hand, the specialist has confirmed that she was indeed suffering from some form of learning conditions that had nothing to do with her parental involvement. Also, one of the reasons for getting Gabriel back was that the family could claim benefits which shows that the family experienced financial difficulties and that is another potential risk factor in this case study. However, it cannot be determined for sure if that was indeed one of the risk factors because Pearl had a history of drug use, therefore, drugs consumer requires a consistent financial income. 
Parental drug use is recognised as being one of the most popular risk elements in child maltreatment (Rachel, N. et. al. 2017). In fact, motherly drug use is one of the top risk factors that have been noted to social services (Howard, D. et.al., 2011). Kids necessities expect nutrition, supervise and sustenance. Developing in a family where one of the parents or both use drugs all their needs my go wrong, which can oversee to negligence. Also, abusing drugs can result in a parent to: 
· Physical or cognitive harm 
· Diminish the ability to react to the kid's necessities 
· Complications regulating feelings and preventing resentment and impulsivity 
Likewise, in the case study, the mother is consistent with all of those signs which means that drugs abuse is a major risk factor.
All children that are enduring those risk factors in their families should benefit from the help and support of: 
· Police 
· Children social services 
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A short while after Gabriel was taken in custody by the mother started to show signs of physical abuse and malnutrition and that raised concerns to his teacher who immediately informed social services, reporting that the child comes at school with multiple contusions, cuts and wounds. This case was assigned to a certain social services worker who did indeed visited the child along with another two workers several times. They interviewed the family and checked Gabriel's body than whatever contusion they saw at the time they reported as being accidental bruises. Yet when they talked to him it was in the presence of the mother who was manipulative and abusive towards the child even if the child was old enough to be talked to alone. Therefore, Gabriel has told the social services workers that he had felt and that no one it was hurting him. Social Services were called multiple times by the teacher reporting black eye, injuries all over his body, a chunk of his hair missing and cuts on the skull but besides mentioning the social care worker name they have not been so responsive. The two social workers who visited the family multiple times reported that they never had enough evidence of child abuse and they sustained that they have had cases far more dangerous to deal with. Yet family members also reported their concerns for Gabriel and a security guard who saw the child showing visible contusions around his face and legs to the local authorities who checked on Gabriel that night and talked to the mother who said that Gabriel is out playing. No further questions were asked nor asking to see the child. 
Children abuse and neglect are problems that must involve multidisciplinary agencies to professionally determine the gravity of the circumstances and take action in keeping children save (Citizens advice, 2020). 
The policy of children safety in England is empowered by the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004 who precisely says that children are adequately looked after within their family. However, if they are in any kind of danger or harm local authorities should cooperate to keep them safe and secure. In this case study, both the police and the social services were alerted. In England, the police are enforced by the Children Act 1989 to remove a child from their home if is considered to be at risk of considerable suffering for up to 72 hours. 
The legal obligation of social services is to protect, and nurture defenceless children well-being and they deliver a large area of assistance for children and their families, within their home surroundings. They also have a legal right to remove children from their home surroundings if they are significant signs of child maltreatment. Social services help can be reached by the family and professionals working with the family or the children such as schoolteacher, GP or any medical provider. Once they have received information about child maltreatment or neglect, they will interview the family and the child should be seen by a professional police officer who has the right under the section 44 of the Children Act 1989 to talk to the child who understands what is going on without the presence of the family members. Eventually, they will medically examine the child by the GP and here they might ask an adult consent depending on the circumstances. After proceeding the above-mentioned steps, they will decide whether to go further with the investigation or stop here. Yet this is Section 47 enquiry of social services policy. 
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Finally, looking back at what has been done for Gabriel by the special agencies it can be concluded that it has been done nothing or very little. 
Firstly, in the majority of cases where parents abuse substances children are removed instantly but in this case that never occurred even though some family members expressed their suspicions about Pearl substance abuse. 
Secondly, when the police department has been informed about child abuse concerns, they did nothing at all, they have not bothered to see the boy because they mentioned that the family was living in a Hispanic community which was pretty rough. Consequently, they assumed that this was normal for that part of the city. 
And finally, the involvement of the social services in this case study was very minimal. The two social workers assigned with the case not only that they did not do their work, but they also falsely declared that Gabriel suffered minor accidental injuries. It is humanly impossible to call BB gunshots, black eye, swollen lips, sings of burns, etcetera” accidental”. Therefore, it is obvious that no one of the special agencies have taken into consideration the seriousness of the physical abuse not to mention the physiological abuse. Both police and social services mentioned that they were dealing with situations far more serious than therefore they had priority. 
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Due to work overload, special agencies workers can be assigned with more work than they can physically carry out, therefore, one of the recommendations will be for the agencies to take a closer look at that aspect and maybe employee more people. However, social workers should be instructed by specialists periodically to be able to distinguish physical abuse from a casual injury. Furthermore, police should never make assumptions should carry out their duties and responsibilities of protecting vulnerable. 
Anybody who either works or talks with a child should follow to everything they say especially (HM Government, 2018). Because of his young nature children can be defenceless and easy to manipulate but that should not stop a professional to oversee the danger that they could be in.
[bookmark: _Toc59137437]Conclusion 

Yet a very important aspect of a social worker ability to recognise physical injury is instruction therefore a well-trained social worker can oversee the danger that can occur to a child in this situation. Then police officers’ assumptions taken for granted do not always bring the best results. In conclusion, if only one of the special agencies involved in this case would have done their job accordingly the situation will be much different and Gabriel will be alive and well.
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