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In the last 50 years, life expectancy in the UK has increased by 11 years for males and 8 years for females (ONS, 2022), leading to a growing number of individuals requiring elderly care and an increase in age-related illnesses. Understanding the increasing financial pressures on a local, national, and global scale is crucial when providing care for this demographic (Ferguson and Belloni, 2019). According to Charles and Carstensen (2010), old age is often accompanied by physical, cognitive, and social changes. While the exact definition of "old age" varies based on cultural, societal, and individual factors, generally referring to a stage of life in which individuals are considered elderly or senior citizens (Escourrou et al., 2022). This stage is often associated with retirement, increased susceptibility to age-related health conditions, changes in social roles, and potential changes in cognitive abilities. Recognizing that attitudes towards old age can differ greatly within different communities (Sarabia-Cobo et al., 2020), explains different approaches to supporting older individuals.
Local elderly care involves providing community-based services and resources catering to specific needs of older individuals, including healthcare, social support, transportation, housing, and recreational activities (AgeUK, 2024). National support frameworks encompass policies and legislation addressing various aspects such as healthcare services tailored to the elderly including; long-term care facilities, home care assistance, caregiver support programs, and initiatives that promote active aging and social inclusion (World Health Organization, 2007).
In this essay, global elderly care provision refers to the comprehensive network of policies, programs, and services implemented across nations to address the needs of elderly populations worldwide. This definition is informed by the research conducted by Balog et al., (2024), which emphasizes the importance of taking an international perspective when understanding and addressing the challenges of elderly care in a global context. Local elderly provisions typically include a range of services and resources tailored to demographic needs and well-being (NICE, 2015). Community and senior centres offer social events, recreational programs, and educational sessions (ISAAC Center, 2022). Support groups and counselling services for older individuals focus on mental health, caregiving, and other challenges, in addition to access to healthcare services such as primary care, preventive screenings, and specialized geriatric care (ISAAC Center, 2022).
Statutory provisions play a crucial role at the local level by enacting laws, regulations, and policies to ensure that older people have access to essential services, protections, and rights in their communities (Department of Health and Social Care, 2016), including establishment of funding channels to support local programs and services for the elderly, and regulating quality and safety standards of local service providers (CQC, 2024).
The role of legislative provisions in local elderly care has evolved due to changing demographics, societal attitudes, and government priorities, advancements include the expansion of local programs and services for the elderly, such as long-term care, dementia support, and elder abuse prevention (Local Government Association, 2022). Additionally, there has been a shift towards implementing age-friendly principles in urban planning, housing development, and community design to promote inclusive and accessible environments (Van Hoof and Marston, 2021).
Funding availability, service accessibility, stakeholder coordination, and cultural appropriateness of programs all play a role in the effectiveness of statutory provisions for elderly people (Department of Health and Social Care, 2023). Despite local governments' efforts to provide more services and protections for senior citizens, challenges persist in ensuring equitable access and addressing service delivery gaps, such as limited funding and resources or geographical disparities (Department of Health and Social Care, 2022).
To promote the well-being and inclusion of older residents locally, age-friendly values are being incorporated in urban planning, transportation, housing, and social services. Collaborative care models that integrate medical, social, and long-term care services for older adults with special requirements are becoming integrated in communities that foster more age-friendly, inclusive, and supportive environments, supporting dignity, autonomy, and quality of life (Van Hoof et al., 2018).  Fragmented healthcare and social service systems can pose challenges to the implementation of collaborative care models, with siloed funding, disjointed policies, and differing organizational priorities all hindering integration among healthcare and community organizations (Bohnett et al., 2022). 
Recognition that the provision and effectiveness of support for older people will be heavily influenced by changes at national policy level requires a strong and coherent set of national standards and specifications for services for older persons to be established and promoted, in line with current understanding (Gov.uk, 2019). This will likely involve several changes, including specifying financial support levels, developing comprehensive and rigorous risk assessment measures for those seeking support or at risk of harm, and overhauling how local authorities are held accountable for support provision (CQC, 2023). However, the impact of these changes should not be underestimated – the licensing, monitoring, and regulation of services for older persons should be revamped with a clear focus on enhancing the capabilities and procedures of the Care Quality Commission (CQC, 2023).
In addition to government-funded services, private entities play a critical role in local services provision by offering customized solutions to meet various needs (Araujo de Carvalho et al., 2017). Private organizations' contribution to local supply has evolved in several ways, including offering a wider range of services and programs tailored to preferences and requirements of senior citizens, including innovative solutions such as technology-driven platforms, concierge services, and specialized leisure activities (Alderwick et al., 2021). Private organizations are increasingly collaborating with other stakeholders, government agencies, nonprofits, healthcare providers, and academic institutions, leveraging resources, knowledge, and networks to provide comprehensive support (Department of Health and Social Care, 2021).
The role of private organizations in providing local services for the elderly has evolved due to; ageing populations, societal expectations, technological advancements, and economic considerations, increasing the demand for personalized and diverse services that meet the needs and preferences of senior citizens (Cristea et al., 2020). Private organizations' plans, priorities, and business models have been influenced by changes in government funding priorities, laws, and operating environments as public social care provision becomes more stretched (LGA, 2022). The efficacy of private organizations in providing local services varies based on several criteria, such as service quality, price, accessibility, and alignment with the needs and preferences of older adults (Maresova et al., 2023). Even though private organizations have greatly improved the resources and support available, there are still issues and constraints that need to be resolved (Maresova et al., 2023).
Private organizations can create innovative service models, such as technologically driven solutions, concierge services, and collaborative care models, meeting unmet community requirements, and prioritize a person-centred approach, respecting autonomy, dignity, and personal preferences of older adults in the delivery of services and decision-making (Wodchis et al., 2015). Private organizations can contribute to independence, dignity, and overall well-being of older individuals in their communities by allocating resources to research, development, and innovation, allowing them to identify new needs, evaluate promising approaches, and implement evidence-based solutions (Ayoubi-Mahani et al., 2017).
It is important to note that local authorities and the NHS have a statutory duty to cooperate and engage in partnership working, including with Community Health Councils, the Commission for Social Care Inspection, and the Local Involvement Networks (Legislation.gov.uk, 2018). According to Cheung et al. (2016), the Health and Social Care 2001 Act aims to give citizens and service users a "voice" and establish a "new mechanism for the representation of local communities." The Local Involvement Networks (LINs) reflect the government's commitment to promoting partnership working and involving local communities in scrutinizing and evaluating the quality of health and social care services for improvement.
According to Lester et al. (2020), Local Involvement Networks (LINs) have successfully provided a platform for laypersons from local communities to voice their opinions and concerns about health and social care services. This ensures that perspectives of those directly affected by these services are considered in decision-making processes and effectively scrutinizes the quality of these services, identifying areas for improvement, recommendations for change, and leading to greater accountability and transparency (Lester et al., 2020). 

The term "local provision for older persons" describes the range of services and assistance that older populations can access to maintain their independence, well-being, and standard of living. Local provision can now include a variety of resources and services, such as volunteer-run programs that provide isolated or lonely older adults with opportunities for socialization and companionship, or volunteer-based programs that deliver groceries or meals to isolated seniors who are unable to cook or shop for themselves (Ritters and Davis, 2008).
To meet the diverse interests, preferences, and skills of senior citizens, volunteer organizations have expanded the range of programs and activities they offer, including technological training, intergenerational activities, and arts and culture programs. The needs of voluntary organisations are increasingly working in conjunction with other stakeholders, such as corporations, government agencies, healthcare providers, and community groups, this collaboration allows them to take advantage of resources, networks, and knowledge (Whear et al., 2023).
The aging population demographic and shifting social dynamics have led to an increased demand for services and resources that cater to the needs and preferences. Shifts in volunteer expectations, motivations, and demographics have affected volunteer recruitment, training, and retention practices at voluntary organizations, resulting in new approaches and strategies for meaningful volunteer work, these factors have influenced the evolution of organisations role in providing local services (Beard and Bloom, 2015). Create sustainability plans for volunteer organisations programs and services, including partnerships, succession planning, and diversification of funding sources, to ensure their long-term sustainability and impact, and developing sustainability plans for these services involves strategic considerations, such as forming partnerships with other non-profit organizations, government agencies, businesses, and community groups. 
Collaborative efforts can expand resources, reach, and impact, allowing for the sharing of expertise and reaching a wider audience, important to note that some partnerships may not align with the organisation's mission or values, which can lead to conflicts or a loss of focus,  poor communication or a lack of commitment from partners can hinder effective collaboration (Taylor et al., 2023). According to the United Nations (2023), there has been significant progress in the availability of resources and support for older people, largely through statutory procedures. Laws and regulations that specifically address the needs, welfare, and rights of older people have been developed and amended over the years. These laws may cover areas such as social security, healthcare, housing, employment, and protection against elder abuse, statutory provisions have enhanced the rights and safeguards available to senior citisens (United Nations, 2023).
Policymakers now recognize the importance of using statutory provisions to address the unique challenges faced, recognition is due to factors such as the demographic shift towards an aging population, advocacy efforts by human rights organizations and older people's groups, and increased public awareness of issues affecting older individuals (United Nations, 2024a). Implementing comprehensive laws that include healthcare, social security, housing, employment, and elder rights protection, is considered a best practice in legislative provision. Ensuring that the rights of older people are respected and that their voices are heard in policy discussions and court cases requires providing them with advocacy support and legal aid services (AgeUK, 2017b).
 However, it is important to acknowledge that the current provision is insufficient to meet the diverse needs of today's older population, and significant changes are needed to bring about much-needed improvements. Both the NHS and social care services, for older people in general, require additional and sustained investment that should be overseen by an independent body rather than politicians (NHS England, 2022). The term "national provision" refers to the services and assistance provided to senior citizens in a nation, these services are often offered by government, nonprofit, or commercial institutions, the landscape of resources and assistance for the elderly, especially those provided by commercial organizations, has evolved over the years (Darkins et al., 2008). 
One significant development is the expansion of services offered by private organizations to the elderly, expansion includes financial planning services, healthcare services, assisted living facilities, and leisure activities, private organizations serving the elderly have broadened the range of services they provide to meet the changing needs and preferences of seniors (Welsh government, 2013). Several aspects, including service quality, price, accessibility, and compatibility with older people's needs and preferences, can have a significant impact on effectiveness, certain private companies might do well in some sectors but struggle in others, best practices include working with other stakeholders, such as governmental agencies, non-profit organisations, and community groups, to provide comprehensive support, and implementing person-centered approaches that prioritise the unique needs and preferences of older persons (AgeUK, 2017a). 
Even though the National Health System in the UK is providing good care for older people, there are a few major challenges that need to be addressed, older people account for an increasing share of the UK population and the demand for long-term elderly care is growing, however, there is a substantial gap between the demand and supply for elderly care, there are 15,000 fewer care home beds than needed in 2018 (NHS England, 2020). The funding for elderly care in the UK is complex, divisive, and unfair, and need for a series of significant policy changes to help improve the current national provision towards more integrated, person-centred services. One of the key areas that needs to be addressed by policy is the need for greater integration between health and social care services (Gov.uk, 2023). 
Several social, economic, and demographic factors have caused evolution in the national supply of resources and support for older people over the years, including support provided by voluntary organizations. In the past, support was limited to social welfare and basic healthcare. However, it now encompasses a wide range of services such as eldercare centers, in-home care services, social events, and tech-based solutions (CPA, 2019). To assess how well the current system is performing, certain criteria need to be considered, including accessibility, cost, care quality, and how well the system meets the diverse needs of the elderly, despite advancements, there are still areas that face obstacles such as unequal access to services, financial limitations, and gaps in the provided services (Wilson et al., 2021).
Forming partnerships between government agencies, nonprofit organizations, healthcare providers, and other stakeholders can facilitate a more integrated and effective approach to service delivery. Increasing investment in aging-related programs and services is necessary to address the growing needs and ensure the sustainability of support systems (NHS England, 2023). The Health and Social Care Act of 1999 and the subsequent Health and Social Care Act of 2003 brought about major changes. Integrated care simply means coordinated care that focuses on the individual's needs. The principle of integrated care has been followed by the Labour Government, leading to substantial reform and development towards a more patient-focused NHS (Powell, 2019). These policy amendments resulted in many changes to the law. The Health and Social Care Act of 2008 established the Code of Practice of the Mental Capacity Act of 2005, this code emphasises the individual autonomy principle of the Act, which is one of the most important policy changes (DCA, 2007).
The Human Rights Act of 1998, which came into effect on October 2, 2000, later than the project term, has had the most significant impact on public programs for the transparent and fair treatment of older people, policy changes have not only revolutionised professionals' duty of care but also deeply impacted the quality of life for users (EHRC, 2018). Many professionals and social care providers have adapted policies, such as the Regulation Care Act of 2000 and the Care of the Police Deprivation of Liberty Standard, the principle of 'duty of care' has been established (Department of Health, 2014). Global perspective on assistance and resources available includes a range of services, initiatives, and laws, support networks mainly rely on legal provisions that have evolved over time (WHO, 2024).
Legal reforms have been necessary to address the unique needs and challenges faced by older people due to global demographic changes. Increased life expectancy and population aging have led to a recognition of older people's rights as human rights,  WHO has played a crucial role in promoting and protecting these rights through policy and guidance, often leading to legal proceedings (Carmichael and Ercolani, 2015). Effectiveness of legislative provisions for older adults varies across countries, depending on legal systems, enforcement methods, resource distribution, and cultural backgrounds, while many nations have made progress in passing legislation to safeguard the rights of the elderly and ensure access to necessary services, challenges remain in implementation, enforcement, and addressing gaps in coverage (IACHR, 2022).
When looking at the approach of other countries to older care, both Japan's Long-Term Care Insurance system and Australia's Age Discrimination Act aim to prevent age-based discrimination in employment, education, and the provision of goods and services. These measures promote equal treatment and opportunities for older people (Silkin, 2023). Japan's system guarantees access to in-home care, day services, and institutional care based on need, also focusing on preventive initiatives to address elder abuse, neglect, and social isolation, strengthening enforcement mechanisms to uphold existing laws protecting older people's rights and access to services (Nakamura, 2018).
Regarding statutory provisions globally, the evaluation has found that most countries have appropriate legislative measures, the key question is whether these provisions have had a positive impact on the quality of life (Nass et al., 2019). Globally, older people heavily rely on the assistance and resources provided by private organisations, involvement has evolved in response to various circumstances, such as the expansion of services offered by these organizations, services aim to better meet the diverse requirements of the aging population, including social assistance programs, financial planning, housing options, healthcare services, and recreational opportunities (United Nations, 2024b).
The global aging population has presented private companies with an opportunity to cater to older markets, consequently adapting strategies to capitalise on this financial prospect (British Council, 2015). To ensure inclusivity and relevance for older individuals from diverse communities, private organizations globally should strive to make their services more affordable and accessible, particularly for those with limited financial means (Mohd Rosnu et al., 2022). Nonprofits, also known as charities or voluntary organizations, play a vital role in providing resources and assistance on a global scale, over time, their involvement has adjusted to various circumstances, including the expansion of services offered by volunteer organizations serving the elderly, these adaptations aim to better fulfil the diverse needs (CCF, 2019).
The global demographic shift towards an aging population has highlighted the need for voluntary organizations to expand and adapt their services to meet the growing demand from older individuals thanks to technological advancements, volunteer organizations can now reach a broader audience, improve the effectiveness of their programs for senior citizens (Government Office for Science, 2016). AARP, formerly known as the American Association of Retired Persons, provides a range of resources and services, including discounts on goods and services, advocacy, educational opportunities, and community participation projects (AARP, 2024).
Developing sustainability strategies, such as partnerships, capacity building, and diversifying funding sources, is crucial to ensure the long-term sustainability and effectiveness of volunteer organisations (Gov.wales, 2019). Important to prioritise equity and inclusion when designing, implementing, and evaluating programs, to ensure that older individuals from diverse backgrounds and identities can access and utilise these services, given the rapid increase in the aging population worldwide, the provision of resources and assistance for older people has become a crucial social issue (Gov.wales, 2019). 
Culture influences the resources and assistance available, type and location of care that older individuals receive are determined by cultural norms and values (Andruske and O'Connor, 2020).  Traditional practices in Kenya have been characterized as institutionalized neglect of the elderly, with constitution expecting children to care for their aging parents (Mussie et al., 2022). However, African scholars argue that modernisation and globalisation have gradually undermined these values, leading to increased access to community-based services and overall welfare for older people (Ujewe and van Staden, 2021).
According to Entwistle et al. (2010), older people in the United States have the freedom to choose whether to receive medical treatment, including life support, based on the principle of patient autonomy. Traditional Kenyan civilization, for example, emphasises communal living in small ethnic groups and strong relationships (KHC, 2024).
In summary, elder care is provided at the local, national, and global levels, with each playing a role in preserving the dignity and well-being of older individuals. Local grassroots projects and community-based organizations offer essential support services tailored to the needs of senior citizens in their neighbourhoods, services, which address the challenges of aging in a familiar and comfortable environment, include healthcare, social support, housing, transportation, and leisure activities. Governments and regulatory agencies establish policies, initiatives, and financial resources at the national level to assist senior citizens across the country. The aim of national elder care provision is to ensure that all older individuals have access to essential services, promote healthy aging and independence, and support these goals through long-term care facilities, social security programs, healthcare systems, and legal protections.
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